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HENRY 1V, Part One.

By the beginning of this, the second play of the historical cycle, the prophecy of the
Bishop of Carlisle and Richard II's own words, have already begun to take effect and
Bolingbroke is all too soon aware that his usurped Crown shall not * live in peace ”” without
still more * civil wounds ploughed-up with neighbours’ swords.” He wishes, in vain,
to expiate Richard's murder by leading a crusade to the Holy Land.

It is in this play that the intended hero of the cycle first appears, though it is not
until we see Prince Hal as King Henry V that he takes on full heroic stature. To his
father he seems the most unstable of all his allies, and the King’s heart yearns to have as
his son the most notable of his enemies, Harry Hotspur, sometimes mistaken as the hero
of this play in the same way that he was thought by many of his fellow-Englishmen to be
the hero of his time.

But Hozspur's loudly-professed conception of honour is on a different plane to that
of Hal and he serves as a forceful contrast to the hero of Agincourt who thinks it may be
“a sin to covet honour.” The other * hero " of the play, Fa/staff, has a conception of
“ honour ” which needs no comment.

Just as the character of Richard II provided a marked dramatic contrast to Hewnry 7,
so Henry IV may be thought to provide a strong balancing contrast to the two of them.
Strong, however, as these contrasts are, they are inextricably interwoven and can be
analysed only superficially.

The play ends with a temporary reconciliation of the King and his eldest son, but
with the kingdom still at war and with Henry, though determined as ever, still further
shaken and ‘ wan with care,”” in no way certain of the outcome.
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Production by JOHN KIDD and ANTHONY QUAYLE
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THE PLAY WILL BE GIVEN IN THREE PARTS WITH TWOC INTERVALS OF TEN MINUTES,
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Owing to the indisposition of
Mr. TIMOTHY HARLEY,
the part of FRANCIS
will be played by
MASTER KEITH FAULKNER



