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at the DUCHESS Theatre

“The Laughter Hit
Jor all the family™

Athene Naunton
SEYLER WAYNE

in WILLIAM DOUGLAS HOME'S hilarious comedy

“THE RELUCTANT

Frank
PETTINGELL

PEER”’

STILL at the

AMBASSADORS THEATRE

AGATHA CHRISTIE'S

“THE MOUSETRAP”
13th YEAR [/'f LONGEST RUNNING PLAY OF ANY KIND

IN THE HISTORY OF THE BRITISH THEATRE

STRAN D TH EATRE

Proprigtors ... . SEND MAMNOR TRUST LTD
President ... LIONEL L. FALCK
Licensee and Managing Director ........ccummosas: R Lo WELLS, F.C.A.

Evenings Monday to Friday at T7.43. Matinee Thursdays 2.45. Saturdays 5.30 & 8.45

By ariangement with SEND MANOR TRUST LTD
HAROLD PRINCE, TONY WALTON and RICHARD PILBROW present

KENNETH CONNMNOR JON PERTWEE
ROBERTSON HARE “ MONSEWER " EDDIE GRAY

i T UNNY THING

A Musical Comedy based on the plays of Plautus
Book by BURT SHEVELOVE and LARRY GELBART

Music and Lyrics by STEPHEN SONDHEIM
with
ISLA BLAIR
LINDA GRAY JOHN RYE
and LEON GREEME
Musical Numbers originally staged by JACK COLE
re-staged by GEDRGE MARTIN
Seftings and costumes by TONY WALTON. Lighting by JEAN ROSENTHAL.
Musical direction ALYM AINSWORTH
Drchestrations by 1RWIN KOSTAL and SID RAMIM. Dance Arrangements by HAL SCHAEFER
Production Directed by

GEORGE ABBOTT
First performance at the Strand Theatre, Thursday, October 3rd, 1963,
NO SMOKING

i response to many requests over the past months, and In the Interest of our patrons
semtort, the Management fee! obliged to request patrons not to smoke In the suditorium.




LOMDON'S
OLDEST

ESTABLISHED
LUXURY
cLus

o
Murrays

Cabgret
Glub

BEAK STREET, REGENT STREET, LONDON, W.1.
PERCIYAL MURRAY presents
HIS FABULOUS NEW SENSATION
“It's a Woman’s World”
with 45 of LONDON'S LOVELIEST SHOWGIRLS
at

10.15 p.m. &
1.15 am.

DINE
fram 8.0 p.m.

DANCE
until 3.30 a,m.

Tabia Reservations FULLY
GERrard #613-3241-6867 AIR CONDITIONED
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FRANKIE HOWERD

Born In York, Frankie Howerd joined
& Church Dramatic Scciety and made
his stage debut as Tilly's father in
“Tilly Of Bloomsbury”. He came to
Londen and tried without success to get
into drama scheols, and was also turned
down by Carroll Levis no less than four
times! 5o he got 4 job in an Insurance
office. Then the war came and he tried
to get into “ Stars In Battiedress ", but
they wouldn't have him. He did
numerous unofficial shows fer the
troops. At the end of the war he was
doing a free show in the Stage Door

Canteen when Jack Payne spotted him.
After this break he became a house-
hold name en radio, has since worked
in many films, including * The Runaway
Bus”. in such plays as “ Charley's
Aunt”, * Hotel Paradise”, and “A
Midsummer Mights Dream ™ at the Old
Vic as Bottom, He frequently appears
in cabaret and on television—topped h'{
his “ That Was The Week That Was"
sensation. In ™ A Funny Thing Hn%pened
On The Way To The Forum™ he has
the greatest réle of his career—the
slave, Pseudolus



BORN TOO SOON to have heard of central heating by High
SpeRcd Gas, Nero achieved all-round warmth by setting fire
o Rome.

If only Mr. Therm had been there to make a speech from
the Forum on Wonderwarmth from Gas Central Heating,
running costs would have been far less and Rome would have
been saved,

Lit:é% in a more fortunate age, you can enjoy automatic
home ‘ort at a price you can afford, An attractive booklet
which tells how the cheap gas rate cuts the cost is obtainable
free from any of Mr. Therm's showrooms,

ErGE SPEED GAS [from
North Thames

KENNETH CONNOR

Kenneth Connor made his stage
debut as a child actor in 1936,
In “The Boy David", which
starred Elizabeth Bergner. Hit
versatile comic talents have
kept him continually busy In a
wide range of radio shows, in-
cluding “ Ray's A Laugh"”, “The
Goon Show " and many others,
also in seven of the * Carry
On . .." film series, [atest being
“Carry On Cabby”. Hs has
also appeared brilliantly in West
End revue, on television, and
now has the réle of the slave,
Hysterium, in “A Funny
Thing e
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jon Pertwee, who comes from
an old theatrical family, Is
famous the world over as a
comedian and is known as " the
multi-voiced entertainer with
the satirical outlook”, He has
Innumerable film and television
credits, as well as such famous
radio shows as “ The Navy
Lark" and now fs in his first
big West End musical, " A
Funny Thing . . .", a5 Lyecus

JON PERTWEE




The original
London cast
recordin

(SD 1518 (STEREQ LP) CLP 1685 (MONO LP)

HIS MAS EH? VOICE RECORDS

i

Robertson Hare—now in  his
seventies—has been making
audiences laugh at his misfor-
tunes for more than half a
century, He first won fame in
the Aldwych farces, which
sarted with * Tens OF Money "
In 192 and, when the Ben
Travers' team of Ralph Lynn,
Tom ¥valls and Robertson Hare
eventually broke up having made
theatrical history, he teamed in
equally big comedy successes
with Alfred Drayton and others.
He bhas been in no less than
seven productions at the Strand,
topplng them with his réle of
Erronlus In “A Funny Thing. "

ROBERTSON HARE

ot EDDIE GRAY

Eddie Gray — known the world
over as " Monsewer" Eddie
Gray —was originally 2 juggler,
with the late Sir Harry Lauder's
vaudeville company. Then he
developed a highly original
juggling act on the Continent,
hence the “ title ", and was cne
of the original Crazy Gang
founders and picneers. subse-
quently geing Into Palladium
shows and other West End
revues, In A Funny Thing..."
ne is Senex, an old man with
naughty young ldeas,




Prologus

The Proteans

Senex, a citizen of Rome
Domina, his wife
Here, his son

Hysterium,
slave to Senex and Domina

Pseudolus, slave to Hero

En i Ie
2 B

9
/J\

A B2

CAST

{in order of appearonce)

FRANKIE HOWERD

BEN ARIS
GEORGE GILES
MALCOLM MACDONALD

" MONSEWER " EDDIE GRAY

LINDA GRAY

JOHN RYE

KENNETH CONNOR

FRANKIE HOWERD

The time is two hundred years before the Christion ero, a day in spring

The place is a street in Rome,
In front of the houses of Errenius, Senex and Lycus

TITUS MACCIUS PLAUTUS, the Roman playwright, flourished about 200 B.C. Twenty-one of his comedies survive and his characters and situations, adapted frealy

Lycus. o dealer in courtesans
Tintinabula
Panacea

The Geminae

Vibrata

Gymnasia

Philia

Erronius, a citizen of Rome

Miles Gloriosus, a warrior

The action Is continuous, with a single interval.

by Shakespeare, Moliere and many others, have become the basis for almost all low comedy since

JON PERTWEE
NORMA DUNBAR
JACQUI MILBURN

SANDRA BURVILLE
VYVYAN DUNBAR

FAYE CRAIG

SULA FREEMAN
ISLA BLAIR
ROBERTSON HARE

LEON GREENE




AFTER THE FINAL CURTAIN. ..

Dine superbly at the TEMPLARS GRILL,
London's new and lavish restaurant. Open until
midnight. Right next door to this theatre.
Rendezvous at the TOWER BAR

yenidart Restaurant open from 8 p.m.
A for ihaatre dinnars.

THE

GRILL

WALDORF HOTEL, ALDWYCH, LONDON W C 2, TEMpls Bar 2400
A

e

YOUNG'S

HINESE RESTAURANT

13-15 WEST ST., CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS, W.C.2

DINNER, DANCING & CABARET

IN THE BLUE RCOM 8§ p.m. to 2 a.m.
Seven Course Dinner 30/-
! MANDARIN RODM 4 la Carte NOON to MIDMIGHT

FREE EVEMING CAR PARK

HONG KONG RESTAURANT
58-60 SHAFTESBURY AWE
W.1. GER. 6847,
Open Moon-AMidnight
Sunday 11 p.m.
FULLY LICENSED

RESERVATIONS TEM 2321,
HONG KONG EMPORIUM
53 RUPERT ST.
LONDOM, W.1
GER. 8272
|Near Globe Theatral

MUSICAL NUMBERS
ACT |
COMEDY TONIGHT Prologus, the Proteans and the Company
LOVE, | HEAR Hero
FREE

THE HOUSE OF MARCUS LYCUS
LOVELY
PRETTY LITTLE PICTURE

EVERYBODY OUGHT TO HAVE A MAID

I'M CALM
IMPOSSIBLE
BRING ME MY BRIDE

Pseudolus, Hero

Lycus, Pseudolus and the Cortesams
Hero, Philia

Psevdolus, Hero, Philia

Senex, Pseudolus, Hysterium, Lycus
Hysterium

Senex, Hero

Miles, Pseudoius, Cortesans and Protean:

ACT N

THAT DIRTY OLD MAMN

THAT'LL SHOW HIM

LOVELY

FUNERAL SEQUENCE AND DANCE
COMEDY TONIGHT

Damina

Philia

Pseudolus, Hysterium

Pseudolus, Miles, Courtesans and Protean:

The Company

THE CREATORS

BURT SHEVELOVE & LARRY GELBART
have creaved programmes for American
Televisions top Dperfurmlrl. Judy Gar-
land, Bob Hope, Danny Kaye and others,
winning many awards, Shevelove co-
suthored and staged the Broadway hit
revue Small Wonder ™, Gelbart recently
wrote twe films, * The Notorious Land-
lady " and *“The Thrill Of It All"
STEPHEN SONDHEIM wrote the lyrics
for “West Side Story" and “ Gypsy ",
and the songs and lyrics for “ Girls Of
Summer"” and *Saturday Night” At
Williams Cellege he won & Hutchinsen
Schalarship in composition with Prof.
Milton Babbite, GES‘?’.GE ABBOTT has
been associated with over 100 Broadway
productions as either director, auther,
producer or actor. Among his recent hits
are * Take Her, She's Mine”, * Fiorellol",
" Tenderloin ™, * Damn Yankees ", " New
Girl In Town", * The Pajama Game",
all for producer HAROLD PRINCE, Mr,
Prince also presented * West Side Story ™
and has recently distinguished himself in

the field of Direction notably for the
staging of his awn production of * She
Loves Me ", JACK COLE staged * Kean "
and “ Donnybrook!” and chorecgraphed
“Jamaica ", *Kismet", * Magdalena”,
and " Alive and Kicking” as well as
films, GEORGE MARTIN has assisted
him on many of these and re-staged Mr.
Cole’s “ Kismet " choreography in Lon-
don. TONY WALTON, Designer of
“Yalmouth™, *Most Happy Fella”,
“One Over The Eight”, ** Love for Three
Oranges " among others, works both in
London and in America, This production
of “A Funny Thing Happened On The
Way To The Forum * marks the forma-
tion of a new producing venture for
which Mr. Prince and Mr. Walton are
teaming with RICHARD PILBROW the
lighting designer and managing director
of Theatre Projects Ltd. ALYMN AINS-

ORTH, founder conductor of BBC
Northern Dance Orchestra, was Musical
Director for " Bye Bye Birdie" and
" Gentlemen Prefer Blondes", and has
to his credit numercus broadcasts on
BBC and ITV programmes.




TAKE A RECORD HOME WITH YOU
Original cast L.P. of
“A FUNNY THING...”
now on sale in the Bars and Foyer of this theatre

dio from The Soho Record Centre
60 Dean Street, W.1

I A A

The genuine Champagne Perry
+*

The Babycham bottls lls 6 champagne giass

Tha same Babycham in Ihe Realstored Trade Mark of Showarings Limited

TWO MINUTES FROM THIS THEATRE

ANTONIO, CESARE and MARIO
WELCOME YOU TO THE

RISTORANTE PIZZALA

The City's only |talian Restaurant
with a quiet intimate atmosphere

EXCELLENT CUISINE — SPLENDID WINES
NO PARKING PROBLEMS
Open Weekdays 12 noon-3 p.m. 6 p.m. till Midnight
Fully Licensed till Midnight

125 CHANCERY LAMNE cLose TO FLEET STREET
Reservation CHA 2601/2

ISLA BLAIR

Isla Blair applied for the réle of an understudy
in " A Funny Thing . , " a couple of weeks after
leaving RADA. When ancther actress, ariginally
intended for the virpin, Philia, had confiicting
film commitments, Miss Blair stcod in at
rehearsals and her wark was so cutstanding that
any search for a replacement was called off
and she won the part. Bern in India, the
daughter of a retired rea planter, Miss Blair was
educated in Sussex and now makes her hame
in Lenden,

JOHN RYE

lehn Rye. a native of London, trained with
distinction at the Central School of Drama and
has played many rdles with the Old Vic, bath
here and en Continental tours. Eventually, he
left the classical theatre to broaden his ex-
perience  with varicus provincial repertory
companies, was also a member of the BEC rep
and has appeared on television. He now pets
his biggest West End opportunity, in the musical

LINDA GRAY

Linda Gray made her first stage appearance with
the D'Oyly Carte Operz Company as a leading
mezzo-sopranc—and toured Britain and Morth
America.  Her subsequent appearances have
ranged from Glyndebourne to cabaret. with
many West End stage successes in berween,
including playing Mrs, Eynsford-Hill in “ My
Fair Lady "™ just prior to her characterisation
of Domina In “A Funny Thing . . ",

LEON GREENE

Lecn Greene worked with the D'Oyly Carte
Opera Company in the early stages of his
career, also at Glyndebourne, For the past five
years he was leading bass at Sadler’s WWells,
perfarming in twenty-three diverse rdles, in-
cluding Don Basilic in " The Barber OF Seville "
in which he won preat acclaim. In “ A Funny
Thing . . ." he takes the part of Miles Glaricsus
the warrier




ASSISTANT TO GEORGE ABBOTT
LIGHTING CONSULTANT

For FORUM YENTURES

General Manager

Assistant to the General Manager

Production Manager

Assistant to the Production Manager

RUTH MITCHELL

ROBERT ORMNBO
of Theatre Prejects (Lighting) Ltd

Scenery bullt by E. Babbage & Co, Ltd, and painted
by Alick Johnstone Ltd. Make up by Max Factor.
Costumes by M, Berman Ltd. Wigs by Wig
Creations Ltd. Shoes by Anelie & Davide, Scene
Projection and Lighting Equipment by Theatrs
Projects {Lighting) Ltd. Additional Lighting Equip-
ment by Strand Electric. Projection slides manu-
factured by Theatre Projects (Lighting) Ltd.
Furniture and Properties by Theatre Studios Ltd
Wardrobe care by Surf. Hoovermatic machine used
in the wardrobe by Hoover Ltd. (Perivale).
The Geminae hair colouring by David and Allan.
Panacea's hair style by Andre Bermard, "Y" front
ynderwear by Lyle & Scott,

WILLIAM STILES
VIKI BRINTON
DAVID CHIVERS

PAMELA HAY

Company and Stage Manager

Deputy Stage Manager
Assistant Stage Manager

Ballet Mistress and Assistant to George Martin
Assistant to Tony Walton

Wardrobe Mistress
Hair Adviser

Public Relations Consultant

ROBERT STANTON
ROY ASTLEY
MICHAEL BOOTH
STELLA CLAIRE
ELISABETH DALTON
EILEEN SHERWOOD
SHIRLEY DAVIES
ALAN TUCKER (WEL 8657)

For STRAND THEATRE
GENERAL MANAGER
Manager

Master Carpenter

Chief Electrician

Property Master

JOHN HOLLINGSHEAD i 25’
DEREK ROSE
H. CLIFFORD
F. CHAPMAN _
D. VINCE R

Press Representative ROSA HEPPNER (TEM 4144)

Programme designed by Don Hart

8oz Office (W. Hammond) Open 10 am. to 8.30 pm. ... Temple Bar 1640 and 4148

OPERA GLASSES. Pleate do not forget to replace hired opers glaries, or hand them ts
the attendanis.

In the interest of Public Health this theawe & disinfectzd exclusively with Jeyes Fluid

First-aid facilides in this theatre are provided by St John Ambulance members, who
give their services yoluntarily.

Patrons are reminded thar the wking of p.ham;mpfu during performances s nel
permitted

SMOKING 15 NOT PERMITTED IN THE AUDITORIUM

in d twith the of the Lord Chamberiain: 1—The public may leave
&t the end of the performance by all exit doors and such doors must at that ume be
open. 2—All m;waya. ruuuu and staircases must he kept enrirely free from chairs or
_ —Persons shall not in any circumswances be permited to s
or &it in an)' nf intersecting the sexting, or to sit in any of the other
m&y- atand; mﬁmg mnnwd in the gangways at the sides and rear of the seating
it shall be strietl to the pumber indicated in the notices exhibited m those
wmmns 4—-Th= safety curtain must be lowered md. raited in the presence of en

LIGHTING AND *
A

CREATIVE ()

TEGHNICAL INNOVATION

Century Lighting Inc. 3Kw Lekolite Follow Spots
Theatre Projects 300w Highlight PAR 56/Spot Battens
Strand Electric 1000w Pattern 263 Profile Spot

{and in "Blitel", “How to Succeed in Buwnen
Withowt Really Trying *7)

Reiche & Vegel 5Kw Scene Projectors
(end in ' Ome Over the Eight,” '' Peer Gyms,"

fuai ")

Theatre Projects (Lighting) Limited

B Goodwin's Court, 51, Martin's Lans, WC2 - Tel: TEMple Bar 7877



Rich,
Heartwarming

You can’t go wrong
with Martini Sweet
just by itself

RLIE

Sweet, Dry & Blanco

straight
fruit juices

TOLLL ur%m

NEWMAN’S
CHOCOLATES
BY SPECIALISTS

at this ':tage: l

: : STAND ; -
YOURSELF A STANDFAST :
Gr'am": Smrfk Ul-’:)'sz'sle_;: :

MOORE BROTHERS |

LTD. |

TEA & COFFEE

SPECIALISTS
WEST-EMD DEPOTS

175 Brompton Rd, 5.W.3
(KEMsington 1833) |

S8MNotting HillGateW.11
(BAYywazer 5347)

performance

<o by Schweppes
in the theaire bar!

ASK  FOR

TOLLY
EXPORT

ALE

AT THE BAR
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DOUBLE
DIAMOND

AT ALL BARS
ADYERTISING -
CONTRACTORS |
far this and other "
\:"e:t-end T::atre M Ixed
programmes Fru it
GRANTLEY &CO0.Ltd. | Cake
63/65 Piccadilly W.l. | Haye a slice in the interval
HYD 2551-3-%. - —
Ask for
GORDON’S

at the Bars

| At
it the bar

Apollinaris
is the natural
mixer with
Scotch...ask
Jor ‘Scotch
and POLLY"

STRAND
THEATRE
PRESENTS
MARTELL
BRANDY

for your special
enjoyment
between the Acts

BASS, WORTHINGTON,
GUINNESS
On sale at oll bars of this Theatrs

Published by Westby & Co. Ltd.

AAITIIGES




new
MORRIS

S

New models. Improved models. Power-boosted models. Come and
view them at your leisure. Have a chat to us about
them. Arrange & trial run, if you want. They’re all on show at...

S t ew a r t West End Showrooms

: ; MORRIS HOUSE
and BERKELEY SQUARE
' LONDON W.1.

rdern ===

LONDON’S DISTRIBUTOR OF MORRIS CARS

Branches at: ACTON - ILFORD - DALSTON + SOUTH TOTTENHAM : GOLDERS GREEN
CROYDON + HARROW + ST. ALBANS . STAINES 1 SUTTON | CATFORD + SOUTHEND




