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W Richard Brinsley Sheridan’s play THE SCHOOL FOR
MNDAL was produced at Drury Lane on May 8th, 1777. It
Was ban instantaneous success and the critics of the day were de-
g ted with the play and the players.  Charles Lamb said:
Amid the mortifying circumstances attendant upon growing old

\
WM is something to have seen The School For Scanddl in all its
Q M}\ glory.” It was the talk of the town and Sheridan suffered much
at the hands of je%d acmrs who accused h[m of %ag‘laélsm
The play is an almost pergct example of artificial comedy. W
| Sheridan uses none of the licence which the Restoration drama-
\)'N\ g: tists allowed themselves and without departing from the spirit of

his own time loses nothing in the way of wit and effect.
Haazlitt: *

Said
Beside the wit and ingenuity of this play there is a
genial frankness and generosity about it that relieves the heart as
well as clears the lungs. It professes a faith in the natural good-

ness as well as the habitual depravity of human nature.” This

could not have been said of any Restoramon comedy.
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