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The Theatre Royal Story.

The Theatre Royal, Leeds, has without doubt a most distinguished history. 1t was built in
1878 on the site of the old Amphitheatre which had been burned down 2 years before. It was born in
time to go through some of theatreland’s most rumbustious days, the days of sawdust, deal boards
and doses of blood and thunder drama. Even in those early days the theatre-going public had an
occasional treat in the appearance of famous Shakespearean actors; Osmund Tearle, Esmund
Tearle, Kate Clinton. Mr. Laidler became the Lessee in 1909 and he began transforming the old
melodrama house into a Number One theatre. His first Pantomime production | 909/10 was “‘Babes
in the Wood" starring Florrie Forde. From that date until his death in 1955 his Annual Pantomimes
became the most famous in the North of England. Many of these Pantomimes enjoyed record-
breaking runs, in particular “Humpty Dumpty™ of 1945 with Norman Evans and Betty Jumel ran
22 weeks from December until Whitsuntide, a record which stands today and is unlikely to be broken,
but the biggest success financially was the season of Wilfred Pickles in “Cinderella™ 1949,

For the last two years the tradition has been continued with *Pantomime at its most brilliant™
(vide Press) by his widow, famous Principal Boy, Gwladys Stanley, whose superb production “Queen
of Hearts” will take the final curtain. It is interesting to record that Mrs. Laidler made her debut
as Principal Boy at the Royal and, in fact, she made more appearances as Principal Boy here than
any other artiste. Many other famous Principal Boys and Comedians have appeared in Royal
Pantomimes; the following come to mind:—

NORAH BLANEY Cora GOFFIN ALBERT MoDLEY
VIOLET BLYTHE HeTTtY KING WILFRED PICKLES
NorA DELANY GEORGE Lacy SANDY PowEeLL
AniTA ErLson MARGERY MANNERS ErLia RETFORD
NorRMAN Evans CLARICE MAYNE CISSIE SULLIVAN

The vintage years of the theatre were without doubt the twenties and thirties when the Royal
enjoyed being one of the most important dates on the No. | Tours. During those years many of
our greatest stars came to this theatre.

ELIZABETH ALLAN GEORGE GROSSMITH MARIE NEy
YVONNE ARNAUD BiNNIE HALE Ivor Noverio
TALLULAH BANKHEAD SIR CEDRIC HARDWICKE PEGGY O’NEIL
MARIE BLANCHE LESLIE HENSON ANNA PAaviova
CARL BRISSON Sik SEymMour Hicks ELsIiE RANDOLPH
L1LIAN BRAITHWAITE Iris Hory ARTHUR Riscor
Jack BUCHANAN LesLie Howarp PauL Rosrson
Jose CorLing Bossy Howes GEORGE ROBEY
Fay CompTON URSULA JEANS ATHENE SEYLER
ANNE CROFT RENFE KELLY MARIE TEMPEST
ZENA DARE NELsON KEys DENNIS NEILSON-TERRY
PHYLLIS DARE NErRvO & Kwnox SyBIL THORNDYKE
ALicE DELYSIA FRANK LAwTON VIioLET TREE
HeENrRY EDWARDS CHARLES LAUGHTON NAUNTON WAYNE
iy ELSIE VIOLET LORRAINE HARRY WELCHMAN
IsoBEL. E1Lsom DianA MANNERS CHRISSIE WHITE
GrAcIE FIELDS SiR GERALD DU MAURIER

MaRrY GLYNNE OWEN NARES

Opera too has played a most important part at the Royal— Covent Garden, British
National and numerous visits from Carl Rosa have graced the stage of this most intimate theatre.
Since 1935 the staple entertainment provided has been Pantomime and Repertory. In the middle
thirties touring attractions were difficult to obtain and if theatres were to remain open some
type of entertainment other than touring shows had to be introduced; twice-nightly repertory as we
know it today was born. The Terence Byron Company, the Arthur Rees London Players, and The
Knightsbridge Players blazed the trail for the success of Repertory. It was not however until Arthur
Brough came to the Theatre in 1936 that Repertory became really established. For four years the
Arthur Brough Players delighted Royal audiences and then in 1939, the blow fell—the outbreak of
war—Arthur Brough and his Players disbanded and in 1940 came Harry Hanson's Court Players
to a theatre now established as one of the most important Repertory theatres in the Country. For
seventeen successive years between Pantomime seasons The Court Players have endeared themselves
to Leeds audiences-—in June the Players open at the Leeds Civic Theatre and we wish them every
success in their new home.

Throughout the years the Theatre Royal has had a firm place in the affection of all theatre-
goers and Pantomime lovers, not only in Leeds, but throughout the North, but now we

* Ring Down the Curtain.’’
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THEATRE ROYAL - LEEDS

SEASON 1956-57

Qmeen

CAL McLORD JIMMY PAIGE
¥ Davy Crockett ™ “Jack * the Knave of Hearts

'EDDIE HENDERSON
" The Quesan of Hearts™

Programme
Charaecters Seenes
| OVERTURE

IOKER . e T BUNNY MAY SCENE | .. .. A CORNER OF A ROOM
TWO OF CLUBS o . SANDRA ALFRED | o N ) )  _ THE FOREST
GIPSY DESTA, Queen of the GIPSIES LIESL JOHNSON 3 : 5 THE PALACE GATES
GEPPO, a Singing Gipsy, Son of Desta ., JAMES RUDDY (R . THE PALACE OF HEARTS
e i UAE NINA, Desta’s Daughter . MARY MILLAR 5 ON THE WAY TO THE TOURNAMENT
AN u,'j_g{"_:_f:?, THE YELLOW DWARF .. GEORGE MALPAS 6 B ..THE TOURNAMENT
JACK, the Knave of Heares JIMMY PAIGE i SR SRR - OUTSIDE THE INN
DAVY CROCKETT .. CAL McCORD Bl — —  ad i . INSIDE THE INN
LADYBIRD . e e e HERSELF 4 THE GIPSY ENCAMPMENT
THE VALET TO THE KING .. .. .. FRANK MITCHELL 19 o THE BETROTHAL

THE KING OF HEARTS TERRY SOMMERVILLE INTERN Ak ;
THE. QRN O HERRS ORI RehT :; e THETCH}EE‘;EESEE:?‘}FLELNL
MARQUIS de LAUNAY . . .. ANN HOWARD e = & g W THE VitLAGE OE-LEARTE
THE WHISTLER.... I SHELARAYE 14 T THE COURTYARD
[THE GEORGE MITCHELL QUARTET | 5 L THE CASTLE OF CARDS
6 .. S : .. THE WooD
[ THE FIVE BARRANI | e e T . NEAR THE CASTLE
THE ROSELLI SINGING LADIES 8 L e FINALE

THE 16 JOHN TILLER GIRLS CURTAIN

THE 12 LITTLE SUNBEAMS Scenery by W, W. Cadman

Production Mumbers and Choreography by Daphne Kiernander

STAGE DIRECTOR .. Lt i W FRANK MITCHELL Qriginal Music and Lyries by Edwin Braden, Leslie Seurdy and William Brightwell

Additional Music by kind permission of the Publishers
ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER . ... . GEORGE H. MALPAS 1 Special Stage Lighting Effects by The Strand Electric and Eng. Co. Ltd,
WARDROBE MISTRESS . .. .. ETHEL NORTHROP | Cmuma; designed by Juhni _ k.
BALLET MISTRESS and SUPERVISOR . BETTY ALGAR ;:“f":";v éa;g:rn:?::*nt;gi} o We 3{ Nathanwigs Led AN D.n-“;.;wlm
AUGMENTED ORCHESTRA under the direction of WILLIAM BRIGHTWELL Sunbeams trained by Mara Bray o ar,Chib

CHOREQGRAPHY by PAPHNE KIERNANDER

Devised, Written “-_"d P"‘_’;*‘“"-"-'d by
GWLADYS STANLEY LAIDLER

i s of the Watch i of
in with the remes” Cneit - )

“he performancs by all exit and entrance
fa) The public may lsave at the snd of

sioors anl such doary must at that tima  PEEL (G LY EETAT) piastine ad
n:'.;m-. s bo kr;pllnmirnlr e Wl el el L
TACIY. SUCEMN: R0 B Tty Traure ita buing in proper warking srder =
Teraiant of el pariormnce 3 4 tc T, - TERRY SOMMERVILLE

JAMES RUDDY
“Geppa '

THE 14 JOHN TILLER GIRLS







Autographs of the Stars.
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Theatre Royal, Leeds. Pantomimes.

SEASON.

1909/1910 ...
1910/1911 ..
1911/1912 ...
1912/1913" ...
1913/1914 ..
1914/1915 ...
1915/1916 ...
1916/1917 ...
1917/1918 ..
1918/1919 ...
19191920 ...
1920/1921

1921/1922

1922/1923 ...
1923/1924 ...
1924 (Summer)
1924/1925 ...
1925/1926 ...
1926/1927 ...
1927/1928 ..
1928/1929 ...
1929/1930 ...
1930/1931 ..
1931/1932 ...
1932/1933 ...
1933/1934 .
1934/1935 ...
1935/1936. ...
1936/1937 .
1937/1938 ...
1938/1939 ...
1939/1940 ..
1940/1941 ...
1941/1942 ...
1942/1943 ..
1943/1944 ...
1944/1945 ...
1945/1946 ...
1946/1947 ...
1947/1948 ...
1948/1949

1949/1950 ...
1950/1951 ...
1951/1952 ...
1952/1953 ..
1953/1954 ...
1954/1955

FRANCIS LAIDLER

“Tue BaBes IN THE Woobn” with Florrie Forde
“ForTY THIEVES”
“CINDERELLA”

“Dick WHITTINGTON"
“ALADDIN

“CINDERELLA”

“ROBINSON CRUSOE”
“CINDERELLA”

“Dick WHITTINGTON"
“RoBiIN Hoobp AND THE BaBes IN THE WooD™
“ALADDIN"

“THE BaBes IN THE Woop™
“ALADDIN”’

*CINDERELLA”

“Dick WHITTINGTON"’
“ALADDIN”

“Rep RipinG Hoop”
“RoOBINSON CRUSOE”

“THE BaABES IN THE WooD”
“ALADDIN”

“CINDERELLA”

“MoOTHER GOOSE”

“JAcK AND THE BEANSTALK™
“Dick WHITTINGTON"
“HumptYy DuUumpTY”
“CINDERELLA”

“MotHER GOOSE

“ReEp Riping Hoobp”

“THE BaBES IN THE WooDn™
“ALADDIN" :
“CINDERELLA™

“Jack AND THE BEANSTALK™
“THe Bases In Tue Woob™
“MOoOTHER GOOSE™

“ALADDIN

“CINDERELLA”

“Humpty DumptY”
“MOTHER GOOSE™

“JACK AND THE BEANSTALK”
“Rep RipiNG Hoobp”
“CINDERELLA™

“ALADDIN"’

“Humpry DumpTY”
“MOTHER GOOSE”
“CINDERELLA”

“Rep Riping Hoobp”

“THE BABES IN THE WooD”

DEVISED AND PRODUCED BY GWLADYS STANLEY LAIDLER

105571936 ...
1956/1957 ..

“THE SLEEPING BEAUTY”
“QUEEN OF HEARTS”

THE YORKDALE PRESS LTD., THORNTON ROAD, BRADFORD




