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You see this creature with her kerbstone English: the English that will keep her in the
gutter to the end of her days. Well, sir, in three months | could pass that girl off as a
duchess at an “ambassador’s garden party.”

Can Professor Henry Higgins really turn flower-girl Eliza Doolittle into a lady?

The play is a brilliant reworking of a classical tale that includes a barbed attack on the

British class system and a statement of Shaw’s feminist views. In Shaw’s hands, the
phoneticist, Henry Higgins is the Pygmalion figure who believes he can transform
Eliza Doolittle, a cockney flower girl, into a duchess at ease in polite society. The one

thing he overlooks is that his creation has a mind of her own




