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EXPRESS
DAIRY

LONDON’S
PREMIER
DAIRY
SERVICE

Shops . Restaurants

Supermarkets
throughout
Greater London

WINE MERCHANTS
Suppliers of Fine Wines
to Patrons of
The Mermaid Theatre
and to all I¥ine Lovers

Britten Street, Cheliza, S1F'3
FLAxman 3020

Branches throwghowt Loudon and the
Haome Counties

inthe
foyer bars

BREWED BY CHARRINGTON

This — the syl af
Tmperial Chenical Indusiries Luf,
= is kmown all over the world as evidence
that the many chemical and allied products
it identifies are of first-class guality
Far you, oo, it's a sign of top guality
when you see it an products
Yyou can buy in shops:

‘Dulux’ and Tho-lite’ paints
Kitchen and domestic ware made from “Alkathenc®
*Savlen’ antiseptic cream and lozenges
Furniture upholstered in “Vynair' and *Vynide'

“Lightning' and Nyzip® zip fasteners

LC.L Garden Products—
fertilizers, weedkillers, pesticides, ete.

Clothes and furnishing made of ‘Terylene

CREDAEAMAKESEATHEEIHOME
AEIHAPPIEREIPLACE

Comfort and convenience have come.
to stay in lundreds of thousands
of British homes, thanks to

Creda Electrical Appliances.

Creda Super Four Cooker. The
wonderful new Creda electric cooker
with aif the features—including Creda
Rosta-Spit in the aven; Creda Griddle;
4 Creda Quick-Discs; sealed
hob, for effortless cleaning;
automatic oven timer control;
large heated warming drawer ;
glass oven door; oven

1nterior light, 59 gns.

with NO EXTRAS.

2l

Creda Corvette, Creda’s brilliant
Corvette boils a pint of water in less
than two minutes . . . heats any amount
from a cupflul to a gallon to tepid,
warm, hot or boiling. £14.14.0 inc. P.T.

Creda Debonair Spindryers. Both
Dehonair models positively dry clothes
ready for immediate ironing in four
minutes or less. .. safeliy\. efficiently
and ically. The Debonair de Luxe
model has an gutomatic pump, and new
design tub with higher spinning speed,
£33,12.0inc, P.T. The Debonair
*Popular’ is £25,19.6 inc. P.T.

See these applionces now, at your
local Electrical Showrooms.

All Creda Produets are made entirely
in Greal Britain.

Simplex Electric Co. Ltd.,
Creda Works, Blythe Bridge,
Stoke-on-Trent,

London Showrooms:
Creda Hsouse,

Binney Street,

London W.l.

T i




“ GIVE

THE

0 YOUNG MAN
A

4 CHANCE /

W. C., YOUNGMAN LIMITED
Contractors' Plant—Materials Handling—Factory Equipmaent
LONDON and CRAWLEY

) O e

the City’s
only brewery
supplies the City’s
only theatre

WHITBREAD

beers

Whitbread Pale Ale Forest Brown
Final Selection Mackeson
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TR FTAPLOW'S : A member

] 5 1 of the Charrington Group
'L—

2 of Companles

The Marriage Bureau

124 New Bond Street
London, W1
MAYFAIR 9634

HEATHER JENNER
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Thaw
that
man!

Is your hot water system up-to-date electric ? Why
not have a word with the staff at your nearest
alactricity showroom — they'll put you wise

shop at your showrocom

LONDON ELECTRICITY

arms and the man —
the first production

Arms and the Man was originally called Alps and Balkans. It was Shaw’s
fourth play, and the first to be produced commercially in the West End,
It opened at the Avenue Theatre (later rebuilt as The Playhouse) in
Northumberland Avenue on 21 April 1894, the production having been
financed by Miss Annie Horniman, of Gaiety Theatre, Manchester fame.

The play was produced by Florence Farr who also created the part of
Louka. The cast included A.E.W. Mason (Plechanofl), the future
novelist and writer of The Four Feathers, and Bernard Gould (Sergius),
the future Sir Bernard Partridge of Punch fame. Also in the cast were
James Welch (Petkoff); Yorke Stephens (Bluntschli); Orlando Barnett
(Nicola); Mrs Charles Calvert (Catherine Petkoff); and Alma Murray
{Raina).

The play was published in 1898 in a volume of Plays Pleasant together
with Candida, The Man of Destiny and You Never Can Tell. In a preface
to the volume Shaw wrote: ‘Readers of the discourse with which the
“Unpleasant™ volume commences will remember that I turned my hand
to play writing when a great deal of falk about “the new drama”, fol-
lowed by the actual establishment of a *“New Theatre™ (the Independent),
threatened to end in the humiliating discovery that the New Drama, in
England at least, was a figment of the revolutionary imagination. This
was not to be endured. 1 had rashly taken up the case; and rather than
let it collapse I manufactured the evidence . . . .

‘L, having nothing but unpleasant plays in my desk, hastily completed
a first attempt at a pleasant one, and called it Arms and the Man, taking
the title from the first line of Dryden’s Virgil. It passed for a success, the
applause on the first night being as promising as could be wished; and it
ran from the 21 April to the 7 July. To witness it the public paid
£1777.5.6, an average of £23.2 .5 per representation (including
nine matinees). A publisher receiving £1700 for a book would have made
a satisfactory profit; experts in West End theatrical management will
contemplate that figure with a grim smile.’

The play was highly praised by the brighter of the critics. William Archer
in Tie World said: ‘There is not the least doubt that Arins and the Man is
one of the most amazing entertainments at present before the public, Tt
is quite as funny as Charley’s Aunt or The New Boy; we laughed at it
wildly, hysterically; and I exhort the reader to go and do likewise.’

On 17 September 1894, the play opened at the Herald Square Theatre,
New York, and became the first Shaw play to be produced in America.
Writing to Ellen Terry in 1896, Shaw said: ‘When T used to read the play
before it was produced, people used not to laugh at it as they laughed in
the theatre, On my honour it was a serious play - a play to cry over if
you could only have helped laughing,’
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shaw from the sidelines

The following extracts from Shaw the Villager, a biographical symposium
narrated and edited by Allan Chappelow, are reproduced by kind per-
mission of the publishers Charles Skilton Ltd. Copies of the book are
available at our Foyer Bookstall, price 42s.

‘Every year, a week before his birthday, Shaw would always have his
hair cut and his beard trimmed specially. It was his way of celebrating
his birthday. But I never wished him Many Happy Returns of the Day. T
knew he hated being reminded of his age,

Frederick William Harvey, Shaw's barber for 15 years

‘Often Shaw would ask me to print his postcards. He had a whole series
of them laid out in small piles on his desk and as he read the post each
day he was able to answer many letters by sending the appropriate
printed postcard. These cards dealt with such subjects as his ideas on
capital punishment, temperance, a stock reply for appeals for money,
his ideas on the alphabet, his opinions on hardship and poverty, a
simple route of how to get to Ayot 8t Lawrence, and a poignant request
to people not to celebrate his birthdays.
Mr Bernard Shaw implores his friends and readers not to celebrate
his birthdays nor even to mention them to him, It is easy to write
one letter or send one birthday cake, but the arrival of hundreds
of them together is a calamity that is not the less dreaded because
it occurs only once a year," Harold White, printer

‘Shaw once rang me up on the telephone asking me to send him a book
that would ““put him wise™ — as he expressed it - to modern poetry, which
he said he did not understand. I selected and sent him one immediately,
but it did not meet with his approval, for he sent it back to me with the
following cryptic message in it:
My dear J.G.W.
N.B.G.
GBS’
J. G. Wilson, a leading representative of the baokselling trade

‘I renew my offer to defray the cost of removing the three trees which
now hide and disfigure the classic front of the church as soon as labour
can be found to do it.

The parishioners will not consider this generous on my part, as they
believe me to be a millionaire, You, being a banker, know better, A
windfall of £29,000 (estimated in the newspapers as £55,000) has cost
me £50,000 in taxes. I shall live this year on overdraft, and may vet die
not only in this parish but on it.’

Extract from a letter from G.B.S. to Mr A. W. Tuke,
Chairman of Barclays Bank Lid

‘In the village Bernard Shaw was thought of mainly as just an ordinary
person — L don’t know of any villagers who have read any of his books.”
F. W. Blewey, Farmer



The Westerham Press, printers to the Mermaid Theatre, are proud

to announce that they have been entrusted with the production
of a comprehensive work which is a survey of the first three years
of the theatre’s progress. It is due for publication on the
third birthday of the theatre in May of this year

The Westerham Press are leaders in technigue and design

THE WESTERHAM PRESS LTD High Street Westerham Kent
Telephone Westerham 2256 Telex 8870
London Office 33 Duke Street W1 Welbeck 3555

cast list

arms and the man

Bluntschli
Raina

Sergius
Catherine
Petkoff

Nicola

Louka

Russian Officer

act 1

act 2

act 3

JOSS ACKLAND
JANE MERROW

DAVID KNIGHT

ELSPETH MARCH

RICHARD WORDSWORTH
RORY MAcDERMOTT
SALLY SMITH

DAVID LLOYD MEREDITH

Night. A Lady’s Bedchamber in
a small town near the Dragoman

‘Pass late in November
in the year 1885,

INTERVAL
The 6th of March, 1886, moming.
The garden of

Major Petkoff’s house.

INTERVAL

In the library after lunch.
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ARMS AND THE WOMAN

You are a housewife, equipped, most probably, with only
two arms and two hands. How often, when you're busy

use, have you longed for another pair of arms,

an extra pair of hands! Stoking, for instance . . .

Well, what are you waiting for? You can abolish stoking
altogether by installing automatic Gas Central Heating,
No work; no dust; no dirt; no fuel storage problems, ever.
And on the special Cheap Gas tariff, it's a luxury you can
afford. There’s a booklet that tells you all about it; please
ask at your gas showroom.

North Thames Gas

CHOICE
WINES

from
the cellars of

NORTON &
LANGRIDGE

Litd establ. 1837

2 Mitre Court
Cheapside oz
Mon 2959

can be
obtained in
the
Riverside
Restaurant
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(From Peter Jackson's “London is Stranger than Fiction"

published in The Eoening Nees 15t February, 1050.)

credits

Scenery built in the Mermaid Workshop. Costumes by Nathans.
Electrical equipment by Strand Electric and Engineering Co.

Sound Equipment by Decca Record Co. and Stagesound Ltd.

Metal scenery, revolving stage and lifting gear by Lift and Engineering
Co. Ltd. Wigs by Wig Creations, Stockings by Kayser Bondor.
Wardrobe Care by Lux, Rich dark Honeydew tobacco by Gallaher Ltd,
Wines kindly provided by Marshall Taplow Lid.

Programme editor Gerald Frow
Production photographs by John Miles

First aid facilities in this theatre are provided by members of the British
Red Cross Society who give their services voluntarily

Artistic Directors BERNARD MILES and JOSEPHINE WILSON
Manager and Production Manager E. R. TODDS

Assistant Manager MICHAEL ANDERSON

Production Assistant ANTHEA LYNEX

Stage Mangger CAROLINE SMITH

Assistant Stqge Managers CHRISTINA LEES and RALPH TURNER
Chief Electrician DAVID KAYE

Master Carpenter CHARLES TOFTS

Wardrobe Mistress  JOAN HOLCOMBE

Press{Publicity KEVIN O'SHEA (cITy 6981)

Front of House catering and Bar Mangger 108k MORENO

The management reserves the right to refuse admission and io make any
change in the cast necessitated by illness or other unavoidable causes.

Please No Smoking and No Photography in the Auditorium

in i with the i of the Lord Chamberlain — |, Tha Public may leave at the
end of the Performance by all exit doors and such doors must at that time be open. 2, All gang-
wirys, passages and ataircases must be kept entirely free from chairs or any other obstructions.
3, Persons shall not in any circumsiances be permitted to stand or sit in any of the gangways
intersecting the seating, or to sit in any of the other If ding is i in the
gangways at the sides and rear of the seating it shall be strictly limited to the number indicated
by the notces exhibited in those positions,




THE BRAND NAME OF

MM&SM

|s THE HALLMARK OF QUALITY

VARELA the happy Medium sherry

SO0LE AGENTS JOSEPH TRAVERS 4 SONS LTD., 80 MARK LANE, LONDON, E.C.3 "8

RARA AVIS. Travel the world
over and you won't find a more
distinguished sherry than
Varela. A rare bird indeed,
Varela was once reserved
exclusively for receptions held
by the Royal House of Spain,
Now, safely aghore in Britain,
this superb Spanish sherry is
yours for the asking—at 20/6
the bottle.

Collectors Note:

Parela can now be found
in the bars and restaurant
of the Mermaid Thearre.

G.B.S.— a potted biography

1856 Born 26 July at 3 Upper Synge Street (now 33 Synge Street), Dublin.
“What was done to me in my childhood was nothing at all of an intentional
kind, I wasn't spoiled; and I wasn't helped.”

1871 Enters a firm of Dublin land agents where he becomes chief cashier.
1876 Leaves Ireland to join his mother and sister in London.

1878/9 Wriles his first novel fmmaturity —not published until 1930.

‘In the last two years, I have not filled any post, nor have 1 been doing
anything especially calculated to qualify me for a business one...
Twrote a few articles, but they were not accepted, and did not deserve to
be. . . Talso studied harmony and counterpoint, and finally I wrote a
novel . . . It cost me five months’ labour, and 1 have no means of
publishing it when it is finished.”

1879/80 TJoins Edison Bell Telephone Company where he becomes
manager of the Way-Leave Department.

“1 was, 1 believe, the only person in the entire establishment who knew
the current scientific explanation of telephony.’

1880/83 Lives on his parents and writes four more novels — all of them
rejected. Failure seems complete,

‘No, thank you; no more novels for me. Five failures are enough to
satisly my appetite for enterprise in fiction,’

1884 Joins the Fabian Society.

‘1 have just drafted an Election Manifesto for the Fabian Society. It is
still far from complete; yet it runs to 11,600 words . . . Whether the society
will swallow it or not I cannot say . . . But if they will not have it, I can
still publish it on my own account as a personal election manifesto, T
being a party of one.”

1886 Becomes Art Critic to The World.

1890 Becomes Music Critic to The World (5 guineas a week).

‘It is the capacity for making good or bad art a personal matter that
makes & man a eritic. The artist who accounts for my disparagement by
alleging personal animosity en my part is quite right: when people do
less than their best, and do that less at once badly and self-complacently,
I hate them, loathe them, detest them, long to tear them limb from limb
and strew them in gobbets about the stage . . . The true critic , . . is the
man who becomes your personal enemy on the sole provocation of a bad
performance, and will only be appeased by a good performance.”

1892 His first play, Widower's Houses, is performed by the Independent
Theatre Society.

‘It is clear that 1 have nothing to do with the theatres of to-day: I must
educate a new generation with my pen from childhood up - audience,



Get really with it!

Get a

MICHELIN GUIDE

Beg, borrow or buy one —before you go

THE DICKENS PRESS,
4 UPPER THAMES STREET E.C.4,

% SWITZERLAND 3k

i

THIRST
ACT

Call for
WATNEYS

RED BARREL

actors, and all, and leave them my plays to be murdered after 1 am
cremated.’

1894 Arms and the Man first produced in London and New York.
1895 Becomes Theatre Critic of The Saturday Review (at 6 guineas a
week). “In this world you must know ALL the points of view, and take
one, and stick to it . . . The theatre is my battering ram as much as the
platform or the press: that is why I want to drag it to the front. My capers
are part of a bigger design than you think: Shakespeare, for instance, is
to mie one of the towers of the Bastille, and down he must come.”

1897 Becomes a vestryman in the Vestry of St Pancras.

‘... itis pood for me to be worked to the last inch while I last; and I love
the reality of the Vestry . . . after the silly visionary fashion-ridden
theatres; but the machine, Shaw, is not quite perfect yet . . 4

1900 Candida first produced in London.

1902 Writes Man and Superman,

1904 Stands as Progressive Candidate for St Pancras South in the LCC
elections — is defeated.

The Vedrenne-Barker season opens at the Court Theatre, Sloane Square.
Shaw is established as the leading playwright in London.

‘My plays are mixtures of seventeenth century rhetoric, of modern
thought and of that barbarous English humour which shocked Voltaire
in Shakespeare. They are full of politics, religion, biology, and all sorts
of terrestrial things except adultery.”

1906 Shaw moves to Ayot St Lawrence.

1913 Androcles and the Lion produced at the St James's.

1914 Pygmalion becomes a sensational success in London,

1923 Writes St Joan.

1926 Receives the Nobel Prize for Literature.

1946 Shaw’s 90th birthday,

My life has rushed through very quickly: I have seen very little of
anyone who has not worked with me. Except with my wife, I have no
companionships: only occasional contacts, intense but brief.’

1950 2 November. Shaw dies at the age of 94.

A PRIDE OF TERRYS

by MARGUERITE STEEN

The above saga of the family which has dominated the English theatre
for more than a hundred years has received rave notices from the
national press. It is published by Longmans at 35s and to tie in with
our exhibition on the life and work of Gordon Craig we are selling the
book at our Foyer bookstall.



My method, like G.B.S’s,
is to take the utmost
trouble to find the right
thing to say, and then to
say it with the utmost
levity.

This is

TOP OLE

Try a glass of
Mackenzie’s Sherry
in the bar - it will persuade

you to keep a bottle at home,

For paper that needs an a:’rqfauzhorigz

SPICERS 'PLUS FABRIC' s a fine quality paper for business
stationery, with matching envelopes. Remarkably
inexpensive, it is distinguished by its excellence of eolour,
good surface and opacity and the crispness of its *handle’,
Your printer will show you samples.

Spicers 'Plus Fabric’ is available as Bond, Bank and Dup-
licator, in white and a range of tints; it is also obtainable
as Personal Writing Paper from stationers everywhere.

Plus Fabric

SPICERS LIMITED * 19 NEW BRIDGE STREET * LONDON EC4
BREAMCHES THROUGHOUT BRITAIN
ASSOCIATED AND SUBSIDIARY COMPANIES ALL OVER THE WORLD
Tow/el?

Have YOU joined the
Mermaid Association?

4,000 members receive regular advance information of all
Mermaid activities, films, concerts and lectures as well as of
stage productions,

Annual membership of the Mermaid Association costs

only 7/6, the year running 1 November to 31 October,

If you have not already done so, why not join? Please use
the form below to be handed in at the Foyer Bookstall

or posted to The Secretary, The Mermaid Association,
Mermaid Theatre, Puddle Dock, Blackfriars, Tondon ECy

I wish to join the Mermaid Association.

Name (Mr, Mrs, Miss) oo
Address .

I enclose cheque/P.O./cash value 7/6 as my year’s subscription
to the Mermaid Association.

DR e e o

Membership No. (for office use only)..



Take home
Genuine Suede Wear by SUEDMF‘I’

Choose from the largestcol-  (P)
lection of genuine Sucde, &
Leather and Sheepskin Wear
in London - the prices @&
are the lowest possible
for top quality garments
- example ladies’ jackels
from 10 gns. Each garment r.
15-hand cut from English } | i
skins and beautifuliy finished 5§

in Suedecraft’s own factory.

Catalogue of over 30 styles on request

Suedeerafr

51 BEAUCHAMP PLACE SW3
KNI 4453 - Late night Thursday
Other shops at Birmingham,
Edinburgh and Bradiord.

COMING
SHORTLY

A
Guinness

INTRODUCTIONS

Full detaily in confidence from:
PHYLLIS M. BAMATTRE
12-14 Denman Street
Piceadilly Circus Wi
aerrard 5265 or 4092

Latess 130 page deseriptive Het 10z ( post free)
in sealed enveloge

We hope!

11 APRIL - 12 MAY

A Special Easter Holiday
Attraction

ROCKETS
IN
URSA
MAJOR

a thrilling new space play by
Fred Hoyle, author of TV's serial
A for Andromeda.

BOOK NOW

(01010 0X8 P10 101 00 & 01010 @1 0: 01010101001
LONDON SHOWS

Original cast recordings on Decca

DO-RE-MI

@ SKL 4145 @ LK 4413

OLIVER!

@ SKL 4105 @ LK 4359

STOP THE WORLD
I WANT TO GET OFF

O SKL 4142 @ LK 4408

ONE OVER THE EIGHT

© SKL 4133 @ LK 4303

FINGS AIN'T WOT
THEY USED T'BE

© SKL 4092 D LE 4346

ECCA RECOED COMPART [40 IECCA BOONR  ALRERT EMIANKMERT LOKOOY & W1
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The

Pesfection of Cigarette Luxury

iy
NELSON

TIPPED

The Perfectlon of Tipped Clgarettes

TOBACCO AT ITS BEST

Designed and printed by the Westerham Press Limited
on paper supplied by Spicers Limited



