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CRIME FEATURED NEWS

By Alexander Baron

One of the most odious criminal enterprises of the modern era is the paedophile ring. Over the

past few years, these have appeared frequently in sundry news outlets. Some of the claims made

about them are bizarre in the extreme. At this moment in time a cabal of specialist detectives at

New Scotland Yard and elsewhere are still chasing what they believe to be the most powerful and

per dious gang of organised child abusers to have ever existed either in this country or very likely

anywhere else at any time. This gang, which is said to have included both a Prime Minister and a

Home Secretary (now both deceased), is believed to have almost magical powers. That is hardly

surprising, because its existence is entirely imaginary.

It remains to be seen if this entire business is anything more than a scam dreamed up by the

scurrilous Exaro website for whatever reason, but a recent article in the Daily Mail casts serious

doubt on the credibility of one of its anonymous informants, while the two named informants –

Esther Baker and Richard Kerr – are obvious fruitcakes. The Anna Raccoon blog has been
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following Baker, and it is a wonder the police, the media or anyone but the men in white coats give

her the time of day.

Esther Baker (left) and Richard Kerr (right)

Unfortunately, while fruitcakes, mental defectives and sensation seekers may be responsible for

most of the stories about paedophile rings, they do exist. Early this month a gang of the most

odious kind was sentenced at Bristol Crown Court. Seven men who were convicted sometime

earlier received sentences of from two to twenty-four years, but in view of the nature of their

crimes one is entitled to ask if these sentences were not extraordinarily lenient. What is just as

alarming is that the gang may not have been brought to book if one of their number hadn’t

exhibited a gramme of human decency and turned himself in. The men met up through chat rooms,

and lmed themselves abusing the young, even in at least one case a baby. Police of cers aren’t

often lost for words, but they were when they spoke to the BBC after these monsters were

sentenced.

Yesterday, Monday, another alleged paeophile ring was sentenced, at Norwich Crown Court, but

while the crimes of which they were convicted are heinous, they are also imaginary. Originally,

four men and six women were charged; two men and two women were convicted, including

mother of six Marie Black. Has there ever been a paedophile ring in history that included more

than one woman?

The conviction of this new Norfolk Four was reported here last month.

According to the police, Black “simply denies that this abuse happened so it is very dif cult to

offer any explanation for her behaviour.”

How about she is telling the truth?

Unfortunately, like many defendants in cases of this nature, Black appears to have had pitifully

poor legal representation, for one thing, her Counsel did not put her on the stand, which always

makes a bad impression. The allegations against her in particular were truly bizarre. One of the

victims claimed that one of her co-defendants, Carol Stadler, took him to a building near an

industrial estate where he was raped by a bald man wearing a black uniform.

Shocking though this claim is, it is clear from what little information has been made available that

this evidence, such as it is, was developed over a number of interviews. The boy was said to have
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claimed this happened from the age of two, which begs the question where was the expert

evidence, because the medical literature tells us that a child of that age does not retain cogent

memories. Black was also said to have taken photographs of this abuse; if she had, this would have

been a very short trial.

Marie Black sentenced to life

In spite of the paucity of credible evidence against her, Marie Black was sentenced to life in prison

with a tariff of 24 years. The two men who were convicted along with her were given 24 year

sentences. Carol Stadler, who was convicted of a non-sexual offence, has yet to be sentenced.

Hers is almost certainly the only sound conviction in this case.

The mantra of Operation Yewtree has been that whoever you are, however, rich, powerful or

famous, there is no place to hide. Having destroyed the lives of innocent celebrities, the imbeciles

who control our criminal justice system can now claim that even women are not above the law

when it comes to sex crimes against the young. In reality though, what they have done with the

conviction of Marie Black is extend the franchise of these unjust convictions even further.
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There are many female paedophiles. Please don't make excuses for them.
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