Poker - Beware Of Bad Beats!

By Alexander Baron - Jun 15, 2015
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The game of poker has a bad reputation, and when one sees what happens at the tables,
that is hardly surprising. Every poker enthusiast has at least one bad beat story to tell, and
they don’t come any badder than the three shown here. First though what is a bad beat?
Strictly speaking it is a hand in which you are a monster favourite but are badly outdrawn,
although if say you flop quad aces at hold ’em, and another player makes quad kings

behind you, no one would take issue with his claim to have suffered a bad beat.
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Matt Affleck loses heads up with pocket aces

The first of our hands was played live at the World Series in July 2010; the other two are
much more recent. In the live game, Matt Affleck has pocket aces while his opponent has
pocket jacks. Jacks are generally regarded as a difficult hand to play, but heads up, aces

are around 4-1 favourite against a smaller pair.

Here there was action before the flop; both players overplayed their hands, but Affleck was
still ahead after the turn. And was gutted by the river card, which made his opponent a
straight , busting Affleck out of the tournament. Don’t feel too sorry for him though,

because he won around half a million dollars for finishing in 15 place!
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Quad 6s river jacks in a high stakes cash game

The next hand is from an on-line game on the world’s biggest poker site, and sees jacks
lose this time; he and the other player had both flopped sets. If you flop a set at hold ’em
you are probably ahead, the important word here being probably. Clearly, the guy with the
6s thought he would pick up a nice pot in this high stakes cash game — yes, that really is

$2,710 in the pot. No doubt his heart sank when his opponent showed a set of jacks. Guess
whose heart sank next?
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A miracle runner runner beats quad 8s

Finally, from high stakes cash to micro-stakes tournaments; this 7 card stud hand was
played on Betfair in the small hours of Sunday, June 14. The guy with the 8s was rolled up,
and after 5" street, his opponent needed a miracle. Who says miracles don’t happen? The
final screengrab shows where this player finished in the tournament. He won’t be giving

up the day job just yet.
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The player who won that hand finished third in the tournament

If you want to try your hand at poker, you might give PokerStars or Betfair a try where you

will have a good chance of making a small fortune. But only if you start with a large one!
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