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284 THE LIFE OF KEASON

stability. This stability is relative, being still a

mode of flux, and consists fundamentally in repe-

tition. Eepetition marks some progress on mere

continuity, since it preserves form and disregards

time and matter. Inheritance is repetition on a

larger scale, not excluding spontaneous variations

;

while habit and memory are a sort of heredity

within the individual, since here an old percep-

tion reappears, by way of atavism, in the midst of

a forward march. Life is thus enriched and re-

action adapted to a wider field ; much as a note is

enriched by its overtones, and by the tensions, in-

herited from the preceding notes, which give it a

new setting.

•
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Progress, far from consisting in

necessary to ^chaugc, depends OH retentiveness.

progress. When change is absolute there re-

mains no being to improve and no direction

is set for possible improvement: and when ex-

perience is not retained, as among savages,

infancy is perpetual. Those who cannot remem-

ber the past are condemned to repeat it. In

the first stage of life the mind is frivolous and

easily distracted; it misses progress by failing in

consecutiveness and persistence. This is the con-

dition of children and barbarians, in whom in-

stinct has learned nothing from experience. In a

second stage men are docile to events, plastic to

new habits and suggestions, yet able to graft them

on original instincts, which they thus bring to

fuller satisfaction. This is the plane of manhood


