The National Archives' reference LCO 2/4705

7th Pebrmary, 1951

I 40 not envy you your responasible poaition.
You snd I are probably rather old-fashioned in our
outlook and personally I wmould very mach rather not
gee plays which are based upon the theme either of
homosexuslity or Lesbisnism.

I suspect, however, that I em Viectorian in
my outlock end Y feel feirly confident that the young
people of to~day know sbout these things and & not
shrink from hearing them discussed.

I think we Victorians are always apt to con-
fuse lmocence with lgnorance. They are, of course,
wholly 4ifferent. I have formed @ very high im-
presgion of the girls of to-dsy. I think they would
be revolted by an-indecent discussion on these mmtters
even though they Enow all about them. I T were
gsked o express an opinion sbout the course you
should pursue - and indeed you do ask me ~ I should
say that everything depends upon the treatment and
not the audject matter.

Y shonld not psraonally ban a2 play because
its thems was either of these two matters. I shonld
conslider rather the way in vhich the play treated
these matters.

I shonld, therefore, answer your guestion
wvhether you ere justified in withholding pemiassion
for these two subjecta to be mentioned on tha stage
that 1t must depend upon the way in which they are
mentioned. If they are mentioned in a erude and

catRYReRRSfagaian, B d sbould forbid the play, but
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eave in thia case I should allow it.

I should not forbid & play me
it menticoned these matters. g :i afgig 23:?::1'5
conclusion would meke your task more difficult, for
a discretion is always more difficult to administer
than a hard and fest 1ine. I have tried to answer
your question but I doodbt whether you could have
put tbe question to anyone less qualified to glve
you & satislactory answer. I hardly ever go to
the play and I certainly should not go to plays if
I knew that they dealt with thess topica.

I think, however, the censorship freguantl
defeats its own object and that undep ngdemqmn- d
ditions there iz much to be ssid fop free and cpen

di secuesion.

The Right Honoursble
The Barl of Clarendon, K.G.,
Catalodg ' RehamberDa¥n/4705
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