SPOTLIGHT on a report that recommends ‘Set the theatre free

By WILLIAM WOLFF and JAMES WILSON
(CENSORSHIP of plays by the Lord
Chamberlain must be ended as soon as
possible, a powerful committee of peers and

M Ps said yesterday.

And they urged that local counclls and magistrates
should also be stripped of their censorship powers over

plays.

Ministers are expected to accept the committee’s
advice and to act on it In the next session of Parlia-

ment, which starts in the
autumn.

The present Lord Cham-
berlain — 62-year-old Lord
Cobbold—agrees -that this
part of his job, which his
predecessors have done for
more than 200 years, should
be scrapped.

Powers

He told the committee
that he believed it was
wrong that one man should
have such wide powers—
particularly when fhat man
was head of the Queen's
household.

And he sald that it was
also wrong that the stage
should be treated differently

CENSORED AT
LAST. . HER
MAJESTY'S GENSOR
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And all others who wield the blue pencil on plays

from the cinema, radio and
television.

One of the Lord Cham-
berlain’s duties is to ensure
that no actor or actress
impersonates the Queen or
1s rude about her on the
stage.

Lord Cobbold sald In a
letter to the committee-that
he was worried about what

would happen about this in
future.

But the committee—which
included & former Lord Cham-
berlain, the Earl of Scarb «-
ough; the chairman of the
Arts Council, Lord Goodman;
actor-M P Andrew Faulds, and
Michael Foot, M P—decided
that nothing should be done.

The members said: “This is
& matter which should be left

to the judgment and good
taste of = management

to publ
not be likely to tolerate per-
sonal offensive references to
the Sovereign or to her r-muy
boogh". any more than

Banned.

 Lord chunberhlns have also
the tion of,

nnd o}!emive remarks about,
esus

Christ.
On this, the Archbkshop
of Cantel Mich-

ael Ramsey, told Lhe com-
mittee:

“Now people’s feelings
on this subject cannot be
protected by theatre cen-
sorship alone because of
the freedom of the more
popular media of tele-

lon and cinema.”

He said that he be-
lieved that to face un-
familiar “and tempor-
adl&ogmreui images
of is probably more
help today than censor-

ship.”

The committee said it
belleved that this prob-
lem could be dealt with
in future by the rarely-
used law of blasphemy.

Members of the com-
mittee are certain that
the end of theatre cen-
sorship w‘lll not allow

actors and managers to
‘0 just what they like.

They said they believed
that mnmgemenu would
continue to refuse to put
on certain Flays and that
theatre cri
tinue to describe plays as

wished.

they
Control

The ubuc would also
be free to exercise control
by refusing to attend
bhelbres or by walking

A nother safeguard
would be the courts who
administered the laws of
libel and obscenity.

The commm.ee said
that most of the cuts
made in plays by the
Lord Chamberlain were

necessary because of
obscenity.
The members bﬁgveﬂ

that obscenity

nwpped in future if the
ouse of Commons intro-

duced higher penalties.

Censorship of plays

oes back to the days of
L vial King Henry the

ighth who liked a good
lnuch—u lon, u it was
not directed a

His court h l d a
“ Master of Revels” who
kept a close watch on the
iesu which were set be-
ore the king.

Later, during Crom-
well’s ru.llet, t.lbel )esttiln(
S| elher when
he cfm ﬂolg theatres.

Parliament made the
Lord Chamberlain the
theatre censor in 1737.

Politicians passed an

LORD COBBOLD . . .
His censorship will end

Act to make sure that the
stage was not used to
poke fun at them.

The Lord Chamberlain

and liberties of West-
minster and wherever
t.h“‘lee Sovereign must re-

the powers of the
resent Lord Chamber-
n really stem from the
Theatres Act of 1
which repenled the
earlier law

Whim

Un the Act, two
scripts of a play have to
be submitted to the Lord
Chamberlain. His powers
are such that he can cut
or ban at whim—but in
modern times the powers
have been used moder-
ately.

For more lt,lnm m}00
years campaigns ve
atl to end the
Lor Chamberlain’s
censorship. But they
have always failed ..
until now.

ics would con- |






