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'i‘lndﬁr,rs tumed up at
lhe end of this year’s event.

Paine says the two events
were uncomnected but he
believes the police were encour-
aged to make the link by the
initial intervention from Lon-
don. “These events are incredi-
bly well behaved. but suddenly
Uncle Plod is turning up and
pissing on everybody’s straw-
berries,” he said. 3

Fetish activists im London,
still reeling from the 60-man
club in London on October
13th, expressed lLittle surprise
that different police forces
appear to be alerting each other
tosach i

At that time, police said they
were acting on a public com-
plaint, but one clubgoer told
Capital Gay he had watched a
police officer pocket fiyers for
future events during the
‘Whiplash raid.

“Some group of officers is
certainly gathering flyers to
make local forces aware that
events should be stopped. I
wonder what proportion of the

suspicion that public complaints.  pened. I don’t think it’s any-

do not always exist. It scems to

be a clear case where the moti-
vation did not come from the
public, nor even from the local
police force, but from the Met-

~ ropolitan Police,” he said.

A  spokeswoman for
Brighton Police said that while
she was not aware of the details
of the Stainless Steel Ball visit,
it was not unusual for the Met
to pass on information to her
force. “It could well have hap-

thing sinister,” she said.






