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“ Whitesmith's Arms"; I called him out and asked him what b
wanted ; he said. “ Can you fight 1 I said, “No"; he then struck
at me; I was quicker than he was ; I struck him on the Ja%; be fol
down on the kerb, and I went home.”

AvLice BroMrierp (ealled by prisoner). I am prisoner's sister. |
was with him when he called Newman out of the public-house g
asked him what he wanted, Newman said, “ Can you fight 1" py
soner said, “No. Newman half took off his coat, and said, “ Come
on, let us fight.” My brother struck him and he fell down,

Cross-examined. It is not true that Newman had his hands i
his pockets.

Prisoner, called wpon, wrote in the dock a statement mbnu“
identical with that read by Godley,

Verdict, Guilty of manslaughter. under provocation.
coroner’s jury had added to their verdict the following rider: “Th
jurors are of opinion that Wilcox, at the time he inflicted the blow,
had received great provocation from the deceased.”) Sentence, Ops
month's hard labour.

Berore Tae COMMON SERJ EANT.
(Wednesday, SBeptember 18.)

BOWEN, Esther; keeping a brothel.

Mr. R. D. Muir and Mr, Kershaw prosecuted. Mr. Schultess Young
and Mr. Bidney Williams defended.

Bergeant Stepnex Faxss, 22 E. deposed to ing casual observs
tion on 13, Chesterfield Btreet, the house of mnﬂ. between Jum
17 and 23. during which time he saw several couples, man ad
woman, enter and ?m.w the house, and in each case the woman
a prostitute. Witness had seen prisoner come outside when couples
were about to leave, and look up and down the street. ‘

Cross-examined : I do not know the names of the women ; I did sel
ask. I bhave seen them accosting persons in Euston Rosd
They have not been convieted. I cannot mention any particular osts
sion when prisoner came out and looked up and down the street.

Police-constable Airzep Hexry, 101 E, also deposed to keeping
casual observation as above, between the same dates, and saw variows |
couples (the woman a prostitute) enter and lsave 1'3, CBM
Btreet, mostly corresponding with previous witnesses's observations
He had not seen anyone go to the house with luggage.

Cross-examined. T knew the women, but not their names. Idﬂlﬂl
suppose they would give their names. I could not tell you where
Wwas standing when I made the observations; I was dodging lﬂz
the place. Miss Bowen frequently came out on the doorstep

the courles left.
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Bergeant Jaues Braxp, 29 E. Between June 28 and July 4 I
.1 observation on 13, Chesterfield Btreet, at various hours of th

:l{witnm gave details of the times at which he had seen 23
couples enter and 20 leave the house—the women, Iﬂhmw |
wnsisting of three prostitutes; the men being different in ench case)
Crossexamined. I did not ask the women their names. There are a
w0 male lodgers in the house; I should be myhm“ hey are
s, men women, Wi R

respectable. 1 have seen ingle person
:.nhuwn to me, enter m“fguu. and leave.

wants oo much.” On June ,d‘f.ih

window and pull the blinds up. was in the afternoon.
als; seen travellers go to the house with

turned away, but I have seen some _
tutes have been alone, and some with men; sometimes the men go

in afterwards.
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_!‘._,'rn;-i examined. This is not the first time I have given evideney

With regard to prosiitutes 1 have seen women at the windows
dressed several times. 1 have nt aken notes of the uwuiuﬂ
d> nt think I said that I saw six travellers with Juggage turged
away in one aiternoon. 1 do not remember whether I have seen it : i
might be a bit of an exaggeration. 1 gave evidence against priu'..
before the magistrate on a previous case. It is true that unti] twy
weeks before May 23, the date I gave evidence befsre the mag:
I had not seen travellers admitted to the hote!. I knew there wen |
tw) gentlemen staving in the house. The improper conduct of the
house has been existing (off and on) since prisoner has been there—
about 12 months. I am at the chapel in the evenings from 6
about 11. I do not know the names of the women who soeak 10 onr
young men. This case was reported by Rev. William Wheadey,
who is at present in Ireland.

Cuaries WinLiaw Paruer, 8, Chesterfield Street, deposed to weeing
men and women going to 13, Chesterfield Street, and using it w
a brothel, and to seeing prisoner let prosiitutes and men in,

Cross-examined. T have given evidence before against Miss Bowes,
I saw a cab drive up one day with two ladies and gentlemen sad
luggage, and after one of the gentlemen had spoken to prisoner they
drove away again. 1 have never seen anysne go in with
I have watched prisoner's house for months, since she has bees s
disgrace to the street, and I have lost two good gentlemen ‘throngh
that house and the prostitutes in the street.

Inspector Joux Rouse, 8.D., E. Division. On July 19 I went o
prisoner's house, 13, Chesterfield Street. It has a board outsids
“Bowen's Hotel” 1 read the warrant to prisoner, and she ssid,
“Well, I let my rooms, I cannot say I don’t let them, but I donet
let them as a brothel. I have some Jodgers now. They have b
with me four years, man anu wife, Mr. aud Mrs. Robinson, snd Me
and Mrs. Bradford.” I went to the first-floor front—this was 515
the evening—and saw a man and woman in bed. They gave thee
names as Robinson. Mrs. Robinson said, “ We are staying here for
the night; came about 12 noon, went out and came in again.” The
man had a collar and tie on, but kept under the clothes. The woms
also kept under the clothes, but her clothing was lying about the
room. There was no luggage. I then went into the first-floor bk
with defendant. As we entered together, defendant said, “Ob, Mr
and Mrs. Bradford.” There was & man and woman in bed, the womas
sitting up, with her leg outside. She pulled a sheet in front ﬂhi
as we came into the room. The man kept himself covered up with
the sheet. 1 asked them for their names and addresses, the womss
said, “ Mr. and Mrs. Bradford.” They refused to give an address, of
to answer questions. 1 explained that if they gave their address "
would be for the benefit of Miss Bowen; they still refused. m
was no luggage in the room. There were four other bedrooms;
nobody in them. I saw the visitors’ book, but there was no ealfy
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for that date. Prisoner said she was out when they arrived. When

charged at the station prisoner made no reply. s
Cross-examined. The couples in the bedrooms blamed Miss Bowen

for not telling them the police were coming.

h.'ldidnntgiuthﬂ-inoﬁ before.
1%h from F. Bradford engaging & room for the
ﬁniitbapoﬁmn;thumthoim

sitention was called 1o entries of “ F. Bradford ”
1 did not take possession of the visitors’ ; Miss
1 leave it with her, as that was her o ‘Eoudn.

the house, and saw no luggage. Both i
the house Ethnnt any luggage) before I did. ,
ot come back. I did not know the women. |
hoase 1 had not heard that two couples had just
choose my time for raiding. .
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chester people.. The lady only came 7
?‘MM Canon Garrett and his ~dsughter have sta
‘ me in Euston Rosd. Rev. Charles Williamson has stayed this
week ot my house. I have told him sbout this affair.
Canon Miles stayed at the house lact night; he stays ,
me when be comes up. On the day the | ‘
Robipson arrived st nine in the morning.
dsy. They came about every fortnight or three
resd or wrile; I get some of my en
Robinson only came to the door in thdm
I put in my sitting room under the di le.
about 12, but I was not in; they went oul agsin
tes, and had a rest. 1 was lyinidm myself
they ordered tea for five o'clock, but the police
five. 1 told the Inspector there was & man and
who were quitg rupaot.lblu. He told me the M’l and I

g
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that; I am not dealing in that way.” T denied it. When | went with
the Inspector into the Robinsons’ room, Mr. Robinson said, * Wiy
do you want! Get out of my room.” When asked their names, hogy
said, “ Robinson.” The Inspector told them about the matier, yuq
Mr. Robinson said if was too bad. “ Miss Bowen, how dare you keep ,
thing like that from us, what is it for?” The Inspector told fhey |
that I did not know the police were coming. Mrs. Robinson wag |
distressed about it; I think she thought I owed money. Then w
went to Mr. and Mrs. Bradford’s room. The letter produced is from
them, “T shall be glad if you will reserve me room for to-morrow,
Thursday night; my wife will call about nine o'clock, and T shyl)
be greatly obliged if you will have a fire.” That is the same kind of
writing as I used to get from them. The letter did not come till |
was arrested ; it was brought to the Court next morning. would
very often arrive before the letter. Mr. Bradford said, “ Dida't
get a letter!” T said, “No.” His letters alwa wrong. 1 donet
know where the Bradfords live; I forget. F&nk Mr. Bradiond
wrote his name in the book. The magistrate advised me to keep &
visitors’ book, when I asked to be allowed to appeal. I came hen
because I wished to be tried before a judge and jury. I have never
received prostitutes at all, knowingly or not knowingly. I baves
lot of nieces and nephews, and I receive them, but no bad peopie.
Many people come to the house, but I say “No, I never take people
I do not know of, or never hesrd of.” I have plenty of people recos.
mended ; the railways bring me people and send them. I
3s. 6d. each person for bed and breakfast. The regular |
have only gentlemen—have their dinner there. I have a little privaie
income. Mr. Boor is in and out most of the day; he has no ocoups
tion; and Mr. Marshall has been a lot in. I wrote and went up
the Borough Council, and told them about all this; they said ﬂ
g o lasé.

L3

were sorry; there was a Parliamentary Committee goin sit.
have never been convicted in all the 48 years I have been s
lady, except in these proceedings. I told most of my visiten
about this affair; all gentlemen know it.

Cross-examined. Inspector Bryson did not ecaution me with
gard to 67, Euston Road. He brought a letter which said that some
woman had robbed a man in my house. I said it was not true. I
was convicted in January and fined £3 and costs, The same kind
o/ evidence was given by the police as t>-day. When the police came
on January 3 there was an old gentleman, about 50, and » lady about
40, in bed, strangers to me; they took the bed till five the ﬂ‘x
mcrning. I charge 3s. 6d. bed and breakfast for a single gentlemsn;
for a couple, 7s. It is true the couple mentioned paid 8. they
were going away before breakfast. was convieted again in |
this year, and fined £20 and £10 costs. I did not know of a petitios
to the vestry by my neighbours against me. There was a
of my own to the Borough Council. I applied for a summons
perjury against Mr. Bryson. T do not know anybady named Louise
Hicks, 10, Chesterfieid Btreet, nor Louisa Temple, of the same
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sddress, nor John Bateman. Curry and Palmer are 1
- it is all a conspirascy. When Bryson came to .
1‘:::1‘,}1’ there was a cuul:lu in the bedroom. had h.z‘m 2
for iwo years. Ahe man was standing at the fooy of the . when
v entered the room. 1 thought he was partly dressed.
was in bed. They always brought luggage. 'llhq
ts the inspector. It is not true thai they paid
The gentleman came for tea and breakfast and the loc
selock in the morning. He used to come regular once
sod pay the rent in the morning, and then he would
will be coming st about two, may be later, and :
v her till four. He always b his bag,
lm'tﬁinkolhilminrﬁcninm. did
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eet; it was a very hot day. Mrs. B
of her bed with a w%i;edlnt bluu:h
little bag with her. id not say wa
room, - Oh, Mr. and Mrs. Bradford!” T
worry, Mr. and Mrs. Bradford, for this affair,
Mrs Bradford was naked except for her :T;:in:;
ordered the tea, :l‘lld he hldp‘p;-l mﬂ:f:“l:r st _
which he never had a receipt for. h
spector came and everyt-hil.’lg wWaSs llp‘l-l. nl latter came M
and stopped two hours. 1 had a deal and blind ‘.ﬂu-' “.ﬂ
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the Inspector let me stop and have tea, and send the blind Kentleman
home.  Mr. Robinson could have had his tea; it was ready ; we wery
only waiting for five o'clock.

Re-examined. [ think Mrs. Bradford pulled a sheet in frong of her
when we went in; she was reading a novelette.

To the Common Serjeant. My ladies did not usually €0 1o bed
in the afternoon. The Bradfords and Robinsons went out before the
Inspector left in order to get their teas; I could not attend to them -
I was in custody; the maid went to take the blind man home M:
Mason, the writer of the eard produced, with no address, stays wilh
me overnight if he is going t catch a train in the morning ; some
times people do that.

Rev. CHarLEs AxtHUR WiLLIAMSON, Vicar of Bobbington, Stafls |
have known Miss Bowen for 23 years. I have stayed at her house,
as also have my relations. I am staying there now. 1 bave gom
into the house at various times, coming up suddenly to town on basi
ness and giving no nolice. I have always found it {Jrnprrli con
ducted, as far as I know. I have noticed people coming wi
kage, and seen them admitted. I could not believe prisoner
be likely to keep a brothel. T have been in prisoner's house severd
times this year. I gave evidence at Clerkenwell in May. I have pot
noticed any couples arrive without luggage or go to bed in the sfter
noon. I should think that rather strange, because I have been in the
habit of having afternoon tea there

To fhe Common Berjeant. 1 brought a bag with me and left it ia
the bedroom generally. I wrote my name in the visitors' hook I
know several of the people who have stayed at Miss Bowen's house
I do not know l.nybmi: of the name of Bradford or Robinson.

Rev. Josepn Hexry MiLes, Rector of Pangbourne, gave similar evi
dence to the last witness. His wife and children and other friends
had stayed at the house ; he had slept there last night, and had always
found the house very respectable. It was quite imrouihle to think
that prisoner was the kind of person to keep a brothel.

Eowarp Joux Ossorxe, Osborne Lodge, The Park, Cheltenham. 1
have known prisoner for over 30 years, and have stayed at her hotel
whenever 1 Eﬂe come to London, including her present address. I
sometimes come up unexpectedly; have never seen any people of &
doubtful character admitted. Prisoner’s nephews and nieces con-
stantly visit her at her house. If I had ever seen anything objection:
able I should not have gone there. I have often spent whole evenings
in the house. «

Cross-examined. It was not my business to inquire uhuut‘ﬁ
couples that came to the house. I was not there between April
and July 18. T have not signed the visitors’ book. :

Marcarer Huongs. 1 am general servant to prisoner, arriving #
eight in the morning and going home about 11 at night. I have bees
with prisoner for nine years. I do work all over the house. I have
never seen anyone like a prostitute admitted. Miss Bowen has re
fused lots of couples. The rooms are never let for less than a day an
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. | have never heard any disturbance in the house. ‘The police
:"ffm as to prostitutes entering between June ” and o ﬂ-
impossible. 1 take the visitors’ tea and breakfast up to their rooms.

amined. 1 do the cooking; the kitchen is downstairs.
Miss Bowen answers the door. I have once or m&n, os 1o !
Hmm—hshd;;nothnht.lymd | ot kn:
s lady and gentleman go to bed in the afternoon.
u}:m%mmﬂlnum:lh-hndhm
years; he was the landlord's t for 67, Eus
soner was there.  She had always been :
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sorer, “ Well, it seems ';:n“ g
more mischief brewing -
Borough Council, at prisoner’s request, and _
representative any time without notice to

conducted, nnd the town elerk told off Mr.
never came to my knowledge. 1 regard it
tha. prisoner could be the kind of person to keep
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Cross-examined My interview with the town clerk wae shortly
after the secind case at Clorkenwell. I know that the nroseettion
wis dnstituted vy the Council after my interview

The Common Serjeant. (To the Jury.)  Gentlemen, 1t iy et
tirely for vou, but do you want to hear any more evidence for th
defence! If you think you can possibly conviet you mus g, o
with 1t

The Jury elected to go on

Erxest  Boow. retired  deputysuperintendent registrar, &
George's, Hanover Square, said he had lodged with prisoner for
shout 14 years, had never seen any persons of a doubtful charseter
sdmitted to the house, and had been in and out at all times Hs
corroborated the last witness as to the interview with the town elerk
of Bt. Panecras, and said it was utter] impossible that the peliee
evidence as to the week from June ecould be correct; he had
made special observation at that time. He was still living in the
house, and was thoroughly satisfied with prisoner’s rupm.ﬂ
He had noticed on one ocemsion, when some respectable
came 1o the house, that n man opposite made some notes in a book
as they left and also spoke to them.

(Thursday, September 19.)

On the Judge taking his seat the Jury intimated that they wem
satisfied with the evidence heard so far.

The Common BSerjeant, taking this to mean s verdict of scquittal
was about to direct the prisoner to be discharged, when the Juy |
smid that that was not their verdiet. ;

His Lordship then asked Mr. Muir whether he thought he ought
to pursue the prosecution any longer.

Mr. Muir signified his willingness to submit to his Lordshiph
view, and ask that the Jury be dirécted to return a verdict of &
quittal, '

The Jury said that their opinion was in the opposite direction,

The cugnnn Berjeant. I think the verdict would be wrong, bul
the verdiet will be yours. I am not going to dictate to you.
understood you stopped the case in the middle of the evidence for
the defence because you were satisfied, otherwise I should not haw
stonped it

The Foreman of the Jury. If the defence have any more sub/
stantial evidence to produce the Jury would ke willing to listes
to it
The Common Berjeant. I do not think they would be wise to put

it before you after what has passed.
The Jury then retired, and on returning into Court found a ver

dict of Guilty :
The Common Serjeant.  Esther Bowen, you have been convicted

by the Jury of keeping » brothel, after being twice convicted before
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lice magistrate. [ ghink the conviction is quite wrong, on
::: rh:;: t:kging the evidence on both sides, the verdict should have
You will be bound over to come upﬁrﬁf i
g

boen one of sequi
ment next Sessions on your own recognisances in £10.

Beroxs JUDGE LUMLEY SMITH. "
(Wednesday, Beptember 18) «
BARTON, Alfred (23, labourer); feloniously wounding Willia
him bodily i

_ waee jook place in High Street.

sanding st the “ Prince’s Head "
disturbance was. 1 alvo walked
saw prisoner rush in from behind

of some instrument in his hand, very much like the padded
preserver produced. 1 could not see distinetly what it was.



