PROCTORS AND FROSTITUTES.

Tue moral condition of most Uuniversity towns is
confes=eidly low, nud the temptations surrounding the
sindeut wlio mnay tl'l.ﬂ'lll the classic halls which conse-
emte them in the eyes of the learned and refined,
bath numerons and sedoetive. That all  possible
means »lould be adopted to banish such temptations,
and ereate s healthier moral tone in the neighbour-
hoods surrounding our justly famed seats of learning,
we vory readily admit.  There is something repulsive
in the e of the young mind ﬂhﬂﬂli.ﬂg [rom the
pure and life-giving stream of knowledge, to drivk at
the wuddy nnd poisoned fountains of sensvalisom,—fur-
sakiog a commanion with the noblest, to dally with
the grossest objeets whicl ean invoke human attention,
and obtain an empire over the affections and the
thoughts ; and heuce, we do not qunrnrl with any
leaitimate arrangements which magy be made lor the
protection of virtue, and the rmh“ of vies, pro-
vidod that sueh nrrangemoents are ealealsted to ac-
camyplish an enld so desicable, auld do oot futerlere in
any arblirary wanner with the liberty of the subject.
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We must, however, deny in toto that stadents can
be made moeal, or their temptations destroyed by any
pttempt ut eocreion, either iu reference to themselves,
or the varied sirens which way allore them.  Purity
of mind, elevation of taste and sepiration muost fivro.
rons any thing like delieaey of feeling and propriety of
conduet. The young man who finds himself beset by
spics who note lis every movement, sud seck by
inquisitorial weddiing to terrify him iuto virtoe, may
perchanee be driven inton eautious hypoerisy for the
sake of keeping up appearances, but will not by any
sueh means be drilled into the discipleship of morality |
he way choose a time of dorkness for his lawless in-
dolgences ; he may becone skulking nud designing
for the purpose of steering elear of his overlookers |
lie may wander out of the bounds of urthodox peram-
bulation, and sisit vice-banned regions, where fmpu-
nity vevels on the outskirts of college law ; butin
point of fact not a single victory hos been achieved in
favour of virtue so lar as he s congerned ; he is tought
simply to eomcead his viess, oot to FeRanNce {liemn ; he
et to ehieat the proctors, snd not to venerate purity
and i epite of thew pursues n course of reckless pro.
fligney and dissipation, ontil time has matored his
judgment and quickened his moral feelings, or his  vlees
pluige him iuto un eorly grave. ‘The proctor, or
university spy-system hae been demonstrated by ex-
perience to be, for all moml purposes, a complete
failure ; has done more in fvor of deception thas it
hiss ever accomplished for virtue ; hus made viee o
wask wearer, but nothing more. Buat apart from thie
proved inefficiency of the system, we must ohjeet in
toto to the species of power with which its instroments
are armed.  To assert that any wotnan, even suspected
of immorality, shall e liable to arbiteary arrest, wod
consigned to some flthy and repulsive eell, even thengh
she bo quietly pursuing her way along the streets | —
tu nesert that she, on nccount of her voeation, shall
not be suffered to enjoy the eitizen privilege of using
the thoroughare open to all, merely beeause it may
hiappen to be night ; to assert thisis in direct opposi-
tHon to everything like jostice, nod st ence creates in
our wind an idea of n system most arbitrary and
oppressive, ns thoroughly opposed tothe spirit of these
modern days, 0s it may have been necordant with the
temper of days gone by ; aml every way antagonistic to
the great principle of ritiven liberty, which is ns
applicable to the suspected as the unsuspected,—to
which the viciona have us good a right as the virtuons,
andd which ecanaot be infringed on without the perpe.
teation of n wrong most fragrant, even supposing the
victim to be destitate of delicaey, and to have lost that
fiir aud onspotted reputation which was the pride and

joy of happier, but bygone hours.




An inguest recently held at Cambridge, on the body
of one of these wofortusates, who may be traly de-
wominated a vietim of the arbitrury system which we
rie vow  condemping, has sufficed to direct public
attention to the subject, and arouvsed an amount of
indignntion, against which it ean no more stand
than the soperstitions and prejodices of  whose
reigs it is the repulsive figment. Elizabeth Howe,
a ladylike, and in mony respects n lovely girl, but
viswreex  yoears of age, wna arrested by one
of the gentleman eensors, ealled Proctors, withoot, on
lier part, the lenst provoeation, or violation of law and
deceney, merely hecause she was represeuted to him as
the membeor of an pbandoned elass. She abused ne-
body, rohbed nobody, molested vobody, nod yet was she
arrested hersell, drngged to n damp, freless den, ol
there exposed to influences which at length became
the causes of ber untimely death. The evideuce given
at the ingquest all went to show both the iniguity of the
power itself, and the downright incompotency of the
men who wield it. The Proctor simply stated, that
being todd that the decensed wae a prostitute, he took
her into eostody, and deposited her in a ecrtain loath-
some place, ealled * The Spinuing House,” where a
dawpbed, and the cold air entering through a broken
window, eomploted the destruction which vies and
treachery bad commenced.  The ideas of this gentle.
man were apparently as coufused as his memory wos
treacherons ;—he thought this same spianing-louse
a fit place to confine females in, and yet he was not
very sure whethier he had ever been inside i, though be
was guite sure thot shen he was last thers, a cortain
pane of ginss was broken ; it is his bosiness to folfil the
duties of Proctor, and yet he owpeld to never having
road the clause in the antiquated act which armed him
with his despotic nuthority, and qualified him to arrest,
ona mere suspicion as to her virtue, an wnoffending
girl, withont its beiog even pretended that she had
eommiittad any erime, nod eonsign her to an anwhole-
gome, contaminated, and jufimous receptacle for the
mornl vermin of the commonity. A niece sort ol
man this, o he invested with a power so consummate
over the liberty of the subject as the one referred ol
Is it not, we ask, high time the eompeleney of aniver-
sity officials were investigated, lest proctors be, ere
long, found as ignorant and reckless as  their,
so-called, boll-dogs ¥ Most nssaredly it is, nnd on this
point we believe the great mojority of vur readers  will
ngree with us




Bat we are anxious to inquire whether it s just, or
dmnt that sneh a low should be retained, even on the
 stutote-hook of an wniversity, inan nge like the pre-
sent ; when the safety of every person from official |
molestation is guarantecd by socicty, uniess they are
found guilty of perpetrating some erime? Will any
one be prepared to eontend that there is anything
righteons or dignified in their allowing the viee-hunters
of n college and their minions to arrest, eonfine, and
injure those uoprotected femnles, whose erime oflen s
their pursuance of that puthway of dishonor and shame,
from which the prejudices of society allow them no ave-
nue of escape.  True, they ore morally degraded, bat
s0 long ns they break no law, they are entitled to
liberty—they claim protection from insult, violenee,
and frand, and cinnot be legitimately punished, unless
all prostitution shall be formally declared an offence
against the demands of eriminal jurisprodence, in

| which case we should propose that at ull events (he

rle encoursgers and perpetrators of such prostitution
he treated as equal in point ofinfamy and guilt.

[t is high time these arbitrary old powers were
erushed, nud these despotic privileges dispensed with -
—they are figments of apast state of things, opposed
to the genius of the presnt age, and hence need re-
forming ultogether for the sake of decency, humanity
aud common seuse,

As to university morality, it nust be upheld by other
means—vindieated by other agzencies, or “tis a sorry
sort of thing after all—amounting to littie else than a
poor BASTARD virtue—the child of force, fear, and
reckless tyranny. We call opon the public to protest

| ngainzt the continmanee of this arhitmry, this odions

custom—to rise, and trample down a power =0 wmon-
strous, 8o tyranuical, so opposed to our every concep-
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tion of eitizen right. Letproctors be tanght to mwind
their own business, to keep within their own legitimate
bounds, instead of persecating the poor uufortunates
who throng arcond our eolleges, the snd demonstra-
tore of how low i mornl stundard is conformed to there ;
md were the offies of proctor abolished altogether, or its
| duties changed, nnd virtae left to plend ber omu cause,
without the uid of couseerated spies, and their bu!
Jog followers, we do hetiere that it were well both for

our colleges, and the community in general.
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