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Sequel to Police visit to Heysham shop

COURT ORDERS BOOKS AND
CARDS TO BE DESTROYED

~ - |Coarse, not obscene, '
says defence

|
' MORECAMBE magistrates on Friday ‘

made an order for the destruction
of 1,150 postcards and 62 books which
they had decided were obscene. The
posteards and books had been confiscated
from the premises of Samuel Normanton
Winder (62), of 18-20, Main Street,
¢ Heysham, who was called upon to show
cause why they should not be destroyed.
i Mr. J. S. McAnulty who opposed the
.. application on behalf of Winder argued that
whilst some of the books were coarse and in
many parts in extreme bad taste he had heen
unable to find anything obscene in them. He
asked were they obscene by present day
standards.
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Producing copies of & number of popular
periodicals with nicares of scantily dressed girls on
their covers Mr. McAnulty sald they were no better
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these publications are'dard must you judge it. 8o far.
abscene? |in my opinion you have had
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any respeciable newsagent’s
and see his stall stacked with
what we regard as Tespectable
daily press and periodicals with
Al Turid overs as these

To filustrate his point. he laid
out on fore him copics
of illust magazines. daily
and weekly newspapers witl
pictures_of film stass, pholo-
graphers' models and bathing
beauties on their front pages |
PRESENT DAY STANDARDS|
He warned “You camt just
adopt your own standard of
what is obscene or what is not |
but vou must try (o adjudicate|
the standard accepted for
|the present dav and age It has
saried congideranly_ from nericd
to period. There is mothin:

ihexe books which is cbscene
frient, m\ st

Refemming to he postcards, he!
1 admit thev are vuigar
and in extremely bad taste. but
nre they obscene by present day |
standards?  Some of the cap:|
tions on_these posicards &re
very old Masic Hall jokes  We|
are living in a day and age when
the humour of the country 1|
based on Innuendo which is
blasted by the wireless into
every home every night. Tt Is
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FOUR PROPOSITIONS |
He put to the magistrates four
propositions on which he sug-
gested judgment should
They were to judge not
personal  standards  of
mamluv but by the accepted
standard of the day: it was not|
the job of magistrates to clean
up the town but to administer|
\the law as laid down: thes|
<hould condemn with great cau-
tion because to condemn %45 to,
interfere With the personal|
right to keep property inviolate
and that they should mot com-|
demn the whole because certain
nrln:les were obscens
magistrates mck half an
ho to consider thelr decision





