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Thank you for your letter to Lord Rodgers about the status and legitimacy of
the Authority. Lord Rodgers has seen your letter and has asked me to reply

to you.

The ASA is recognised by the Government and judiciary as one of the
effective channels that exist to control advertisements and promotions. This
system of self-regulation has been reviewed by both the Office of Fair
Trading and the DTl and it is supported by the European Union.

You say that the Authority does not have any ‘legally enforceable clout’ but
as well as having a number of very effective sanctions such as adverse
publicity, the withdrawal of advertising space and the removal of trade
incentives the Authority can, as a last resort, refer an advertisement to the
Director General of Fair Trading under the Control of Misleading
Advertisements Regulations 1988.

The Director General has powers to obtain an injunction from the court to
prevent the future appearance of the advertisement. Failure to comply with
an injunction would place the company in contempt of court and could lead
to fines or imprisonment for those involved.
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The self-regulatory system in the UK is both effective and flexible and it
operates in an atmosphere of co-operation rather than coercion. Some 96%
of press advertisements and 98% of poster advertising complies with the the
Codes.

You commented on our Monthly Report No.63 and our research. | enclose
the research for you to see. We find that those who wish to obtain
information about the Authority and our research call us on the numbers
provided in the Monthly Report or write to us for details.
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