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Dear Sir

| refer to your letter of 9 October 1993 about the seizure by this office of a video
cassette which was enclosed in a package sent to you from The Netherlands.

The importation of obscene material is prohibited by the Customs Consolidation Act
1876.

The video cassette "City Rats", which you attempted to import, was examined and
found to contain explicit scenes of excessive violence, including stabbing and the
slitting of a throat. These portrayals are considered to be obscene and render the
material liable to seizure under Section 49(1)(b) of the Customs and Excise
Management Act 1979.

You will know that many films in the horror/violence genre exist in at least two versions,
due to certain cuts having been made to the original. The version of "City Rats" which
you say is freely available in the UK would have been cut by the Distributor before
submission to the British Board of Film Classification for certification. You have
attempted to import an uncut version.

If you still dispute the liability of the material to seizure, please write to us within

30 days of the date of this letter. In that event, we will initiate condemnation
proceedings in a Magistrate's Court. These are civil proceedings at which you, or
someone acting on your behalf, should appear to show cause why the material should
not be condemned. It is then for the Court to decide whether forfeiture is confirmed or
not. It is also for the Court to rule on the matter of costs.

| stress that this is not a criminal matter.
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