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Far from being “regrectable”, as Winston Churéhill #a described Lt, your
Leading article (24th Febroary) oo hi=z Bill to eoend the 1958 Obecana Publicarions
At woa o post laudable, though long overdus sfend ageinet the intolarabie,
insidious censorship which now pervades this countey. Whedess nedely all prber
countrien of the free weatern world sace reducing, have cadoced of have redoved
cenporehip reskrainis nltogethes, the UK, alone is incroasimgly obsssaed by the
el cunslantly ba add pe the vasat scray of wedpons L ghe cemsor's srooury.

KEar BMr, Churchlll's outrageously ssthoritarian Bill hes demcmstrated pore
clearly then aoything are the absurdicies and dengers inhecont im any legislazlion
which sttempin to curb freedim of exprégsicn, amd the impepaibilicy of drawing
Uszareacles Tinas batwean what i and whor L3 oo "obscene", That anyeme should
teediy #2111l be rewing to do what coontless others bave failed to do for husdrads
@b years g, to spy the lmast, puzeling and guecaoctesd 6 end in fallura, &5 Meo
Cworekill has lately besn discovering.

M. Chierchill elalns that the parpose of his Bil1l is the “protection of
clitldres” Lron exposere to "ohscene™ andfor violent matesisl, on the assusption,
prosumatly, that such exposure harme them, Sotwithsfasding that thete LS 0o proven
link hatwsan such expeeirs ol asy sehsequent anti-soclal behaviowr, ceotral to the
Bill's Tromgwork LS Lts aponsor's preposterous notion that mny proprames doemed
urspicable for children abould nob- Be tranenitred om televieion ér fadic Al &ny Clls.
The oet reagalt of this woeald be that our literatore, mar dremi, o9 &FL, DUC
inteckainmest will be reduced to oo commen denominelos of sanirized, scarilised,

wngbifiwd, sowlless pap, of wall=te=uall "Blus Patee", "Songs of Fraisa" aod
Mlagkniaey™ .

Tt is alsa absurd [oe Me, Churehlll to clais that the other purposs of hiz BEll
(Jevtees 27eh Fabruary) Qs "po rasceict the availabilicy co children of the more
explielr brasds of pormogrephic magazinea.” The 1999 Dbhscene Publicationk Ack
alecady does more than chat. 1c prokiblis thelr availabilicy, and net ooly te
¢hildren, but eo sdalis oo = even comsenting ones. Mr. Churghill sbowuld ba
turning his attention to geteing rid of this country's many cepradsive laws which
so drasptically curtsil our persomal froadom, rothoer than adding to Ehedirnumber,
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HEs. Hary Whitehouse's inference (Lettars Ird Marek) that cha 1958 Aet %Lan mor
bedfilled it intoution Yto rcongehion the law oc pernography® i3 ridiculous.
"Fornegraphy®, ur fully sexaolly axpliclt mnterial, iw wirbaally unobtainable in
this country as aoyome who kaa bous campaligning aghinet these astepodod and dracamiom
U.F. Acte for che pnst ten pears, &s we have, kaows only too wall. The cseuble is
bhat Hra. Whitehouse labels averyching of which she and her narecs; prudiah mind
i puppruven ss “parmpgraphy", The proposed Bill which whe offerad to Mr. Chacghill
by nan have - concolmed a sc-called "Lazmdry. 1ise" of poftvected sewesl praciices"”

{Lisc ldantally He. Chavebill's Tisv cootainsd profiibitions othas thao sexual perveesions),
lint its ramifications would hove besn even mare hoveliying than his, Hes, Uhitehowse'p
“luumiiy 1ise" eshroeed "dny moterial porcraying vieluncs or crualey, or 4f s merpal
matute, or relacing o any centrollad diug" aw being obecpme LF ao Judped by &
“reanonabln sduBEt,  Weotaver else Mes, Bhitahouse may be, she i3 no “ressoosble

adull®.  [r'ls dishomesp of her es Er¥ Eo pretend that she wea not behind the

Charchill Will or ehat har eriginal vereion of it woa loas ruchiess. or more wockahle.

11 wom nothing of ehe sece,

The BCHOPA. Soek not ascepe the Dpearity Lot this BIL] and it does mot balieve
thae the majerity of the puablic want it sithet. The chief reaponsibllity tar
cocbzelling children's vending. viewing and Liscading habits resca falely and Bijizdre ]y
2 the shoylders af thele pareots.  Bhat adults chonse tc see s » BotCas antirely
Lar thomselves .

Farliament has soen (it o legislete In a moch lnse harsh or probibicery
Laghion with rogard to mony other thisgs «hich are, of are considered to b, harmful
te cheldfsn, The sale of tabacco, wlcohol and plos solyents, foe #XOOpla, iz merely
repulatiold where ehlldren ars eoncethid , BUC not prohibited for sdults. K11 these
products ice knowa, proven Xillers Livery six daye a =nild dics & & resulrc of jjloe-
sniffingl, Yet Pacliament desms it &n m:cup:nbluflg?"e';rru:tiau' simply o make it
2 ulfenee fo sell then to children: AltBouah we beliows it usmaceanary in the case
ol uvaanlly sr viotently explicit publications; & simllar regulscion could well be
tntbaduced cagacding the sale of sweh aduli materinl to shildren whanever and whereyver
1T Was marketad or reralled.

Wi wery wach regrat that Wissten Chuechill hos nllowed himaelf to succush ca thi
Presautus of those well-knewm, bise totolly umreprasentative maral fasclire who casss=
fvenly campuipn far Ehe lugal imposliion of their naccew atandecds and beliefs on all
dthera, and heg introduced & mopt un-typically wn=Charchillisn, un-Bricish Tdprasnlve
BEAIUED- Dewatic refosm of che Obscone Publicacicns Avis and miny othae related dcis,
s lung veerdos, but not, alas, in che cebrograde diveciion Mr. Charchill has taken.
Bie Bw, wrpe Parliament oot o follow.

Eoaire nincacaly,

Savid Hubh,
lbenorzey Director,
Ritional Compaizn for Ltha Reform of the Ohdesns Publicsticos Acvs
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