


members urging them to oppose this measure, as well as engaging in extensive
correspondence with Ken Livingstone and olhér Councillors, including Simon
Turney, Chairmen of the Publiec Services and FPire Brigade Comittee. Both he
and Een Livingstone had assured me that it was not the intention of the present
administretion at County liall to implement pwh-moded and repressive censorship
restraintss You and I, and anyone else with even a modicwmm of intelligance,
Imow full well that, vhatever may be claimed otherwise, this is a cemsorship
measure in disguise - and, having obtained a copy of the draft Bill, s censor-
ship measure of alarmingly authoritarian proportions.

ie have sent our objections to the Bill in general (since, obviously, we
reject the comcept of licences for sex shops per se), as well as, in particular,
giving & detailed rdsumé of our specific ebjections to individual clauses. Tio
Selicitor ond FParliamentary Officer of the GQ, Mr. J.R. Fitzpatrick, hes
promised ic comsider these in consultation with the London Boroughs Associotion
buty, in ary casey we have already begun the procedure for petitioning aganinst the
Bill in Perliement, which is a prerogative with e Private Bill of this nature.
This means that we shall appear in person, hopefully with Counsel, before the
Parliementary Committee to put our case against the Bill,

Ve also had another meeting with officials at the Home O0ffice on 2nd Octe,
at their invitation, te give our views on poasible legislation concerning private
cormercial cunema clubs, which would, if enacted, effectively render them gl}
illegal at a strokes Not even a hint, of course, of any genera}, comprehensive
liberelisdtion legislation, in the wale of the Williams Report - or rather,more
than two yoars after the Williams Reportt

It is all most alerming and depressing, I fear, but I am convinced it can,
and will be effectively chocked —~ but only if the mecessary financial besking
is found to do sos I only hope that gveryone vhomis in sympathy with our cause, .
will have the perception to respond positively and immediately, before it is all
too late.

With very best wishes (and I do hope you are prospering in spite of all the
setbacks),

Yours sincerely,

Wi is N D.P.Ae




