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Meyor Edward Kech,

The Gracie Mansion,

Carl Schurz Park,

East End Avenue & 90th Street,
New York, N.Y.,

U.S.A.

Dear Mr. Koch,

I have recently returned from my fifth visit to the U.S.A. That feur of
my five visits have been exclusively to New York City will be clear indicatien
enough of the attractien it has for me and the affectian I have fer it. T love
New York, above everything, for the diversity of pursuits and entertainments it
embraces and for its freedom and telerance., Imagine my astonishment, therefore,
when, having just taken my seat at a well-known gay theatre in midtewn
Manhattan at approximately 11 p.m. en Saturday, 19th September, the police
burst in and stopped the performance, subsequently arresting five perfermers
who were led away chained together, whilst I was talking to the box-office
managere.

My own astonishment was alse shared by many New Yorkers with whom I later
discussed the incident, who assured me that this sort ef thing had not happened
for years. They had, in general, two pessible explanatiens. One was the
imminence of the mayoeral election and the ether perhaps as a reprisal for nen—
payment of "drepsy" te the police. My informatien is that yeu have a well—-des-
erved reputatien for being a mest liberal and telerant mayer (firmly endersed
by an article abeut you in teday's "The Guardian" newspaper by Terry Celeman,
in which he quetes you as saying "Look, I've always been fer referm, always a
liberal™) and that the implicatien ef the first explanatien is, at best, mest
unlikely and, at worst, semewhat mischieveus. The implicatiens ef the secend
are much mere sinister but again, I find them hard te accept since the United
States in general and New Yerk City im particular, are net, thank fully, sub-
jected te thé& ridiculously eut-meded, repressive kind ef cemsership legislatien
which the peeple eof the United Kingdem are ferced te endure. 1 am, ef course,
aware that yeu de have ebscenity laws in yeur ceuntry and I have, indeed, been
well—briefed en the situatien by the United States First Amendment Lawyers'
Asseciatien, with vhem I have clese centact. However, I fail te understand why
this particular raid was carried eut which was surely an infringement ef the
civil rights ef censenting American adults and gress interference with indiv-
idual liberty, which the U.S.A., above all ether countries, helds se dear.

That is ceriminly semething I had not expected te enceunter in yeurs, ef all
cities. Indeed, when asked the purpose ef my visit by custems and immigratien
en arrival at Kennedy Airpert I had replied "Te perceive freedom and, hepefully

......../continued




enjey it".

I den't think it is generally appreciated in yeur ceuntry that the leng
espeused cencept ef the United Kingdem as the "Land ef Hepe and Glery, Mether of
the Free" is very mush & myth, certainly with regard te its puritannical, altheugh
eften hypecritical, attitude te matters ef censership. It is an incentevertible
fact that the U.X. newr has mere censership than virtually any ether csuntry ef the
se—called "free" Western World., The Natienal Campaign fer the Referm eof the
Obscene Publicatiens Acts (N.C.R.O.P.A.), which I feunded in April 1976 and have
been running ever since, was set up te fight fer drastic, cemprehensive referms éf
eur dracenian censership laws which would allew the British peeple the freedom teo
cheese for themselves what they see, read and hear. The intransigence of sur
present Gevernment en this issue, in spite of the findings ef an efficial, Heme
Office Committee of Inquiry inte Obscenity and Film Censership (net unlike yeur
own Presidential Cemmissien en Obscenity and Pornegraphy 1970) which cencluded,
after 2% years in sessien, that sexually explicit - er ®obscene™ — ar "pearne-
graphic" — material was basically barmless and ‘sheuld, therefere, be freely
available te censenting adulis, haes made any pregress tewards that end virtually
impessible. In fact, if anything, restrictiens are being increased here.

In eur campaigning, we censtantly cite the New Yerk appreach te this subject
as an admirable example ef what we would like te see emulated in this ceuntry.
True I enceuntered me further instances ef pelice harassment in the many ether
diverse places of entertainment, beth hetere and hemesexually erientated, I
visited during my stay, but I de hepe that the September 19th incident was an
iselated ene, that the case will be threwn eut by the Ceurt en December 10th and
that New York will leng centinue te thrill, te excite and te exhilarate for many
years te ceme.

One final peint. On May 5th yeu appeared in a BBC Televisien pregramme
called "Barry Nerman en Breadway'. In that pregramme you said that you had begun
cleaning up 42nd Street and Times Square. If you meant by that the eradicatien of
sex establishments per se (e.g. cinemas, theatres, might clubs, boeksheps etc.),

I beg you te think again. Seme peeople, of ceurse, will always ebject to such
places, but we are cenvinced that the vast majerity leve all the razz-ma-tazz, the
glitter and the "sauciness" they create. They are an intrinsic part of the heart
ef all large cesmpolitan cities. In a free seciety surely all tastes should be
catered for and I lmow that the wide range eof sexual attractiens New York has te
effer are of great importance te yeur teurist trade, which, accerding te an article
I read in the "New York Times" whilst there, you very much beth wish and need te
encourgge. If you take the fun eut of New Yerk, you surely take away its life-
blasdd. I feel certain that you, as mayer, will never allew this te happen and

that free, all-embracing New Yerk, leng may floeurish,

Yoeurs sincerely,

David Webb,
Organiser,
National Campaign fer the Referm of the Obscene Publicetions Acts.

Copies to: The Chairman, American Civil Liberties Union z
The Administrative Director, First Amerdment Lawyers' Association, U.S.A.
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The General Secretary, National Council for Civil Liberties, London.



