NATIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE REPEAL
%® OF THE OBSCENE PUBLICATIONS ACTS

NCROPA

ime 01-828 3016
ORGANISER — David Webb, 15 Sloane Court West, Chelsea, London SW3 4TD — Te 01-730 9537

COMMITTEE — Lord Norwich, Clement Freud, M.P., Dr. Brian Richards, Clifford Hanley, Eric Miller, William J. Wright,

Bernard Brick, John Sussams. ; G.T. Fowler, M.P., Dr. Christine Pickard,
E.A.C. Goodman, L1..B. (Sol.), Pamela }anson.

NO/DAY /DP

PRESS INFORMATION

The NATIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR TIH REPEAL OF TIE OBSCUNE PUBLICATIONS ACTS
has written to the llome Secretary to express its concern over the
Leader of the Opposition's recent attempt to persuade him to introduce
new so-called "obscene" publications legislation before the findings of
the recently appointed Williams Committee ore made lnown. This is not

expected to be for at least two years.

MR, DAVID WEBB, the National Organiser, has requested an urgent meeting

with the Home Secretary to discuss the matter.

A copy of the text of the letter is enclosed herewith.

Issued on "ednesday, 14th September, 1977 at 1100 hrs,

For further information plense contact Mr. David Ylebb on 01-730 9537 (ilome)

or 01-828 3016 (0ffice) or, until 161h Sept., 01-743 8000 (BBCTV Reh. Rooms)
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The RBt. lion. lerlyn llees, 1.P,,
flore Secretary,

0, Cedar Yrive,

ITateh ind,

Pinner, liddlesex,

Bear M, Nees,

It is renorted that the Lender of the Opposition has written to yon aslineg
you to consider irmedinte choreces in the so-called "obhacenity" lawvas, as a result
of pressure exerted upon her hy Iirs. l'ery Whitehouse who hea, trne to form, heen
husily and mischievonsly stirring up trouble ahout the virtunlly mythical use of
children in pornography in this country. 'fe reguest that yon do not accede to
such a request for to do sp would destroy the eredibility of the Tillisms
Cormmittee which you have apnointed and which hns alrendy hesnn its deliheraiions
on these laws,

lrs. Thotcher's recnest is very surnrising hecnrac the anti-nornocraphy laws
in this comntry ere amonpst the strictest in estern “urope. "Vornocranhy" has
been legelised in tiost of the Tost Puronean eountries (e,-, Uemwsinrk in 1967,
Sweden and the Vetherlancde in 1263, Yest Germany, Italy ond Tortusal in 1074 and
Fronce in 1975),

The United Wingdom is one of the only couniries in ‘estern Hurone vhich still
Joils people Tor "pornoesranhz" offences, o tently, for exarmmle, !'r. Joln Sarhy
vas geontenced to five reecres dinmrisenment ot Tnswieh Trowvn Conrt Por mortine pub-
lications whieh ere nerfectly lawful on the Jortinent. ‘neh irnrisomments ~re
con‘t-rn.l*y tn the Turonesn Oonvention an Mrian “i-_y?.\-{..e T vhieh the Tnited I-.'inlf_rr_‘-nm i
o sicnatory.

'

Tt is plso repoerted tint Fra, Thitehassa hee selad far n rectine with your-
self or a lome COffice ! inister. I'vs, hifolonsnats only "offieinl" capneity is that
of Honorary Seerctary to the Nationsl Viewors & Listoners Accocintion, Since I
heve never yet secn nny "ehild nornocgranhy! on Thritish television, and neither has
she or ony of her nesbors, her nruricent intorest in 450 aubjeet must he reonrded
ns obsessively personal and her arvecont demend Tor n mecting will, we trust, he
treated with the contermnt it deserves,

Hie HeDW a6 he, on the atber hond, is a mmeh pore intereasted narty and, as
its Netional Cronniser nnd tierefore its chiefl snokesmon, renresentine the views of
its many suprorters, T am a rmch more ahnroprinte nerson to recuest such o neeting
with you. T carnestly hope that you will orant my request at an early onportunity.

Yours sincerely,
Daxid Ylehb, Orpeniser,

Yationnl Camvairn for the Tenenl of the Ohscene Publicntionn Arts




