Mase.

24, BLOMFIELD ROAD,
LONDON, W.2,

TELEPHONE: 01-286 5050

June 30, 1977.
Centlemen,

Tou ask for my views on the Kirkup poem
about which Mrs lMary Whitehouse is suing Denis Lemon
and Gay News for blasphemy. I will try to answer your
guestions seriatim:

I The poem is about the leve of God - and,
even more, our love for God - expressed in msle homosex-
uval imagery. Why such a form of expression? Because
"it was the only way I knew". Christian legend is full
of stories of the love of God being expressed in unortho-
dox ways: "The Jurmsler of Hotre Dame" to guote but one
example.

2y There is no "chsllenze" to Christian doc-
trine. "Chellenge" sugrests agc-ression; it would be
hard to imegine any poem less apgressive. Nor is there
any question of ridicule. This is a love poem, not =z
satire. Certainly the poem could be considered offensive;
indeed it has offended I believe that a large majority
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#inally, I take the liberty of enciOSIEE

a copy of a poem by Hinssley fimis which is ipnciuSsel
Gz Cxford Zosnk of “wenvietun-—Cenbury Verse. I w=s si=2
to find it bhere; it is a zood poem and It do e rot
offer e in the least; ©The author is a cloze frissd
of 2 and I admire him greably. But it st:‘:’.l:a-z =e
as nousand times more blasphemous in spirit than 1S
' Zirkup's, and far nore 1n4111ﬂuuij undermining oFf
Christian doctrine. It is, moreover, publisied im @
collection intended for the general public, sdited by
e of our nosk ¢_u+1nﬂulsceﬂ 1iving poebs and besri=s

stamp of our most vﬂnﬁraoln ”leer81uy Yet no one,
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far as I know, has thought fit to complain.

I enclose a curriculum wvitae as you
a

request. I should add that 1 am personally em agnostic
— and a heterosexual.

Yours faithfully,
The Viscount lNerwich.

I'.S5. I shall be available to give evidence on July 6 and




