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Dear

For many years I have been totally opposed to censorship and have
never ceased to be amazed at the timidity of the British public in
their toleration of the many repressive, undemocratic and out-dated
laws which still remain on the Statute Book, especially in this
field, I am still more amazed when I hear constant reference to
our current, supposedly "permissive" society, often by people who
shoul@ know better, when at the same time we have to stand by, help=-
lessly, and watch the erosion, still fusther, of our individual
freedom,

In the short space of a few, recent weeks, we have witnessed some

‘most alarming events regarding censorship, which have no doubt filled

with glee the hearts of Raymond Blackburn, Mary Whitehouse and the,
Festival of Light, but which I, and a multitude of othersilike me,
regard with the gravest concermn, First came the extraordinary
ruling by the Court of Appeal about the interpretation of the Obscene
Publications Acts. Then followed the introduction before Parliament

" of Mr. Timothy Renton's (M.P. for Mid-Sussex) preposterous Bill to

amend these Acts, Last week we were subjected to Lord Denning's
arrvogant and schoolmasterly admonision to the democratically elected
Greater London Council regarding film censorship. We appear, more

and more, to be moving towards a totalitarian society. With the
exception of Spain, we already have the toughest censorship in
Western Europe yet the Government refuses to Act, Indeed, the Home
Secretary has told me that, while not claiming that the present law

is perfect (surely the understatement of the year!), he has no plans .
for immediate special legislation in this field but is "keep:i.ng the
matter under review"l
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