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AsbesLos

AL your Press Conlerence Lo launch rrAsbestos: Ellects on heallh oi
exposure to asbestos", you reported thab there is no rlsk lrom
asbestos in bralce linings, because the heat ol braking rdenatures'
ihe asbesLos and renders iL harmless. Your opl-nion was reporLeC in
Lhe Times tor 25 April 1 985.

This is also bhe view ol Lhe Asbestos Information CommiLtee whose
lealleL "fs Brake Lining DusL Harmlul?'r (copy abtached) includes:
"Considerable heat is generated in braking and ab high LemperaLures
asbeslos is converbed into an amorphous material which is no longer
asbestos. t'
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in Brake Linings

However, we lind that normal operabion of brakes in passenger cars is
reporLed Lo generaLe temperatures in the range'l5OuC to 25OoC, while
lor alL types ol asbestos, thermal degradation, i.e. the approxj-maLe
temperaLure at. which the material will begin to decompose, is reported

'Anas 600"C - 800"C-

This inlormation is reported by A.A.Hodgson who has worked wit.h
Dr. Holmes ol TBA Rochdale on measuremenLs of asbesLos in buildinss.

Also, investigaLions t,o ascerLain whebher or noL chrysobj.le libres can
survj-ve high temperatures generated during braking, identilied chrl'sotile
asbestos libres in arl of 39 sampres ol dust lrom brake drums - 10
collect,ed in New York and 29 lrom Great, Britain, i^lest Germany, France,
Finland and l.Jestern AusLraIia. (RohI eL al- 1917 )

f should be mosL gratelul if you r^rould let me have Lhe evidence xnich
leads you to describe dusb released by braking cars as harmless.
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