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Slave States. If his allegation be true, burn this without answering

it. If it be untrue, write me such a letter as I may make public

with which to contradict him. Yours truly A. LincoLN
Address to Springfield.

1 ALS, owned by Hempstead Washburne, Chicago, Illinois. Apparently Wash-
burne did not reply to this by letter, for in the Lincoln Papers there are no
Washburne letters between May 31, 1858 and May 20, 1860.

Fourth Debate with Stephen A. Douglas
at Charleston, Illinois’

September 18, 1858
Fourth joint debate September 18. 1858. Lincoln, as reported in
the Press & Tribune. Douglas, as reported in the Chicago Times.?

ME LINCOLN'S SPEECH

Mr. Lincoln took the stand at a quarter before three, and was
greeted with vociferous and protracted applause; after which, he
said:

Lapies aAND GENTLEMEN: It will be very difficult for an audi-
ence so large as this to hear distinctly what a speaker says, and
consequently it is important that as profound silence be preserved
as possible.

While I was at the hotel to-day an elderly gentleman called
upon me to know whether I wasreally in favor of producing a per-
fect equality between the negroes and white people. [Great laugh-
ter.] While I had not proposed to myself on this occasion to say
much on that subject, yet as the question was asked me I thought
I would occupy perhaps five minutes in saying something in re-
gard to it. I will say then that I am not, nor ever have been in
favor of bringing about in any way the social and political equal-
ity of the white and black races, [applause]—that I am not nor
ever have been in favor of making voters or jurors of negroes, nor
of qualifying them to hold office, nor to intermarry with white
people; and I will say in addition to this that there is a physical
difference between the white and black races which I believe will
for ever forbid the two races living together on terms of social and

1 Debates Scrapbook, ORB. As in the preceding debates, the editors have not
followed Lincoln’s deletion of cheering and interruptions. Insertions and cor-
rections made by Lincoln are indicated in footnotes. Typographical errors not
corrected in the scrapbook have been corrected by the editors. Bracketed pas-
sages are in the source unless otherwise noted.

2 Lincoln’s prefatory note in the debates scrapbook.
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political equality. And inasmuch as they cannot so live, while they
do remain together there must be the position of superior and in-
ferior, and I as much as any other man am in favor of having the
superior position assigned to the white race. I say upon this occa-
sion I do not perceive that because the white man 1is to have the
superior position the negro should be denied everything. I do not
understand that because I do not want a negro woman for a slave
I must necessarily want her for a wife. [Cheers and laughter.] My
understanding 1s that I can just let her alone. I am now in my
fiftieth year, and I certainly never have had a black woman for
either a slave or a wife. So it seems to me quite possible for us to
get along without making either slaves or wives of negroes. I waill
add to this that I have never seen to my knowledge a man, woman
or child who was in favor of producing a perfect equality, social
and political, between negroes and white men. I recollect of but
one distinguished instance that I ever heard of so frequently as
to be entirely satisfied of its correctness—and that is the case of
Judge Douglas’ old friend Col. Richard M. Johnson.® [Laughter.]
I will also add to the remarks I have made, (for I am not going to
enter at large upon this subject,) that I have never had the least
apprehension that I or my friends would marry negroes if there
was no law to keep them from it, [laughter] but as Judge Douglas
and his friends seem to be in great apprehension that they might,
if there were no law to keep them from it, [roars of laughter] I
give him the most solemn pledge that I will to the very last stand
by the law of this State, which forbids the marrying of white
people with negroes. [Continued laughter and applause.] I will
add one further word, which is this, that I do not understand there
is any place where an alteration of the social and political relations
of the negro and the white man can be made except in the State
Legislature—not in the Congress of the United States—and as I do
not really apprehend the approach of any such thing myself, and
as Judge Douglas seems to be in constant horror that some such
danger is rapidly approaching, I propose as the best means to pre-
vent it that the Judge be kept at home and placed in the State
Legislature to fight the measure. [Uproarious laughter and ap-
plause.] I do not propose dwelling longer at this time on this
subject.

When Judge Trumbull, our other Senator in Congress, returned
to Illinois in the month of August, he made a speech at Chicago in

3 Richard M. Johnson, U.S. representative from Kentucky, 1807-1819 and
18209-1837; U.S. senator, 1819-1829; vice-president of the United States, 1837-
1841.
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