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PO. Box 117, WELLING, KENT DA16 3DW
Telephone enquiries to:- 0374 454893

RITISH NATIONAL PARTY

12/11/98

Dear Bookseller/Distributor,

Laterthis year/early next year, abook will be published which will make many serious allegations against alleged past
and present members of the British National Party, National Frontand other ‘right wing’ organisations. Thisbook is
ostensibly written by aman named Matthew Collins, who claims to have been amember of both these organisations.
Inreality this book is largely the product of the sick mind of Gerry Gable, aman with along track record of subversion
ofboththe farright and the left.

Youare probably unaware of thisbutbetween 1994 and 1996 Gerry Gable’s fantasies cost booksellers and distributors
like yourselfagreat deal of money when they were sued for defamation over articles which were published in his lie-ridden
magazine Searchlight which these booksellers were foolish enough to distribute.

Thisisnotthe first time Gable has caused others tolose large sums of money. In 1991 his distributor and printer were
sued forlibel by the tabloid journalist Garry Bushell, and in the mid eighties he cost the BBC halfa million pounds over
a ‘Nazi’ smear on two Conservative MPs.

Gerry Gableisanarchliar. Heisextremely plausible soisall the more dangerous. He claims to have an MA in criminology
butan extensive search of dissertation abstracts fails to substantiate that claim. He claims to have brought a gang of
arsonists tojustice inthe 1960s, but thisis a total fantasy exposed time and again. At thisnoment, Gable and Searchlight
are the subject of two individual court actions for libel.

Already, the Guardian which has trailered the Collins book' has had to issue a correction? as to two matters of fact.
Which, considering the nature of Collins” book, are major points. Basically, Collinsis aliar. This was on the basis of just
afew hundred words, let alone an entire book.

Collins and Gable are bad news. This forthcoming book will be defamatory of many people; some of these people have
already taken legal advice in connection with this matter. Booksellers and distributors who are sued for defamation can
avail themselves of adefence of innocent dissemination, but such a defence can only be made in good faith where the
stockisthas no prior knowledge of a publication’sdefamatory content. Youhave now been warned inadvance! If you
publish/stock thisbook youdo so at your own risk.

Yourssincerely,

Phil Edwards,
Press Officer.

1: See enclosure for repro of the Guardian piece
2: See enclosure for repro of the corrections.



In
evidence
to be given

to the Stephen
Lawrence inquiry
this month,
Matthew Collins
will describe his
violent years with
the BNP on the
streets of south
London. In an
exclusive
interview, he tells
| Bob Pryce how
he finally turned
against the far
right, living a
perilous life as an
informer before
going into exile

into the mn-,E of Stephen Lawrence.

sk Matthew Collins to
and helaughs. “I did the
Aryan test, I think it

as in an erican

magazine. I have blond hair, a high
forehead, blue eyes, a small willy and
anon-hairy chest. I scored 100 per
cent”

The self-effacing irony is disarm-
ing coming from a self-professed for-
mer neo-fascist, a young man who
once revelled in beating up Asians

Though hi the far
right ended years before the murder
of the south London teenager, he feels
insome way culpable. *I feel ashamed
by it. Lawrence's blood is on every-
one's hands in the BNP and National
Front that spent time pushing that
filth in avolatile area”

Collins’s testimony — and an inter-
viewin a faux British pub in the Com-
monwealth country where he now
lives — offer a rare insight into the

and Jews and who believed implaca-  fevered world of the English far right
Dlyin the superiority of hi . duringthe eighti Iy nineties,
But Collins is no ordinary neo-fas-  and a rarer insight into the mind of
cist. After spending almost three the zealot who switches sides.
yearsasan organiser for the National  When we meet, Collins is wearing
Front and the British National Party, - a T-shirt bearing the name of a
he took a step as di and  British chai B

courageous as any cold war double
agent and began informing on his
racist associates. For three years he
passed information to Searchlight,
the anti-fascist magazine, before
fleeing the country to start a new life
* | ina Commonwealth country.

There s & good reason why he
+| insists on giving only the vaguest
* | description of his whereabouts and
his appearance: after his cover was
. | blown by & 1993 TV programme,
: | Special Branch warned him his for-
mer friends would very much like to

- | seehim dead.

Now, though, Collins has risked
the relative anonymity of his new life
A wivm tastimnny ta the nihlic inamiry

cigarettes and would like a drink, but
he sticks to lemon squash. He is sur-
prisingly eloquent and obviously
well-read. When he talks about the
Special Branch’s role in Combat 18,
the violent rightwing group many
believe was a honey-trap set up by
security services, he mentionsa G K
Chesterton story, The Man Who Was
Thursday, about an anarchist cell
whose members all turn out to be
undercover policemen. When he
talks about “the bit of a drink prob-
‘em” he had, he compares himselftoa
Charles Bukowski character, “pissed
all day, pissed and complaining”.

His father, an Irish born electri-
cian. liked a drink too. “He'snot a bad

The manwho
said, enough

Pperson, just not really e daddy sort of
person. Whenever I've related to him
5;@55.&1}.

— his next-door neighbour, Matthew’s
babysitter. ‘From a very early age Thad
these inklings and feelings,” he says.
“Thewhole thing was personal. It was
justlike a sense of, where do  belong?

By the time he was a teenager, he
was reading up on extremism in the
school library and spending time
with Richard Edmonds, a former
teacher whose home in Welling
served as the BNP headquarters.
“Edmonds promised me,” Collins

night made

148e 1n01de the far right I lad
Cgreat dual of vielense

deoide 10 Tejoie ¥he real world it

IBa ending of the setivities of suck vielemt bdodies.

Jews, all the blacks, all the people of  was ol fake, And then one day I said,
mixed-race marriages, all the people  not only are you not like this any
working in the media, and put them ~ mére, you dor't believe it arty more>
allin concentration camps.” He says he began informing for

Foral  years, Collins was because he had to right

cist marches and meetings. He
helped with the running of the local

awrong... Tensof
ple have passed through far-
rightwing parties over the years and

Jjust sat there and said, fuck it, I
ight as well have done it I didn't

ial Branch phoned
‘him to warn him that his life was in
danger. It was time to get out.
“Everything in my life was pretty
bad” he says, “I felt exhausted, very
depressed, so I said, 'm leaving the
country” That was five years ago. Since
then, hes got married and separated.
He's had a bit of a drink problem, and
done his best to lose that too. And he's

Now with the Searchlight article,
his affidevit for the Stephen
Lawrence inquiry and his book
attracting interest from publishers,

wrote in an article published in the National Front office and' partici- hardly any of them went overtothe he fears the far right may be stirred
ight magazine, “tha the spiri patedin les. The  otherside. | it ionof  intoabel , is thinlking
of Adolf Hitler, once reborn, would infamous attack on Welling Library  how guiltyyou felt. And I felt very of going on the run again.

clothe and feed me.

€5 like a school-
teacher, mentor,
older  brother,”
Collins says. “He’s
als0 8 very genuine

‘person, which is strange about him. [
really could say a lot of nice things
about him, but the factis he's a rabid
Jew-hater. Hates Jews, hates blacks,
hates women, except for his mum.
He'd love nothing more than to go
out tomerrow and round up all the

in 1989, when 40 men beat up and
stamped on the prone bodies of
elderly women and others unable to
defend themselves, made him begin
to question his commitment to the
cause. “That made me think, this isn't
really what I thought it was. It wasn't
happening. We weren't getting the
support. The quality b

guilty indeed”

But if Collins hoped the truth
would set him free, it did no such
thing. In fact he found himself
caught between two opposing forces,
and a wrong move would spring the
trap on him. “It's not easy being a.
double agent. .. you don't know who

He has no family, no country. He
joined the fascists because he was
looking for somewhere to belong,
and now he belongs nowhere. I ask
‘him if he feels as though he betrayed
Edmonds. “No. No. No, why should
I? 1 don' feel like I betrayed him.
‘What do I do? I turn my back on a
3,000-

ship was just so low, really low, I
started to think what it was all for.
“Then when I went to work for the
NF full-time I really started to hate it,
hate everything about it, because it

youare, You' halfthe time.

Eventually there must be a limit.”
Colling became bored and care-

less. He faked a religi i

the most
and join the rest of civilisation, which
isa few billion strong.”

— “Christianity, not Judaism” — to
explain his reluctance to'join in all

BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY

10/09/98

PO. Box 117, WELLING, KENT DA16 3DW

Telephone enquiries to:- 0374 454893

Dear Sir,

“...Collins will

. Afterspending almost three years asanorganiser for the National Front

andthe British National Party...” Ihave to inform youthat Collinshas never beenan Organiser within the BNP.Indced,
Collins has not even been a member of the BNP —ever! But not only was Collins not even amember of the BNP,
enquiricsmade by myselfreveal that Collins was notan Organiser for the NF either! I am informed that Collins was

iph2,itstates: ...

n

Yetintheselected textof hisaffidavit, itis quite clear that Collins was involved with the NF, not the BNP. The

Theoverallimpression of the article is that Collins was a BNP member. The preamble went thus:
preamble was thus, mislcading.

describe his violent years with the BNP on the streets of south London...”

Tam writing to you to sccurea correction to your G2 section of the 3rd of this month on the story on page 6 entitled:

“The man whosaid, enough’.

Insummary, [ wouldlike acorrection stating that Collins has at no time ever been an Organiser for the BNP, nor

has he everbeena member.

The Guardian G2 story of September 3rd

Right: BNP letter that sparked the correction
Below: Correction from the Guardian
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CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

The man

)

N AN article headed
who said, enough, Pages 6 and

organiser for the National Front
and the British National Party”.
He was not an organiser for the
BNP and, in fact, at no time

joined the BNP.




