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"By the late Seventies the [news] letters often contained pictures of Mo David
himself indulging in sexual activity. 'If you look at Bible history you'll make the shocking discovery

that most of God's greats had oodles of wives, women, mistresses, harlots and what have you,' he wrote. One
letter, called 'Jesus and Sex', showed a woman squatting over a man and holding his penis. 'Receiving Jesus is

like sexually going all the way ... Of course we promote sex. And so does God. He created it! He himself
made those organs and nerves to feel so good.'"

The
word 'Moonie' conjures up un-

favourable images to most people,
'.sualIy of brainwashed adolescents aban-
doning their families, friends and studies to
take up the worship of some obscure deity
under the watchful eye of the charismatic
Reverend Sun Myung Moon. Hardly any
better received are the Hare Krishnas with
their colourful robes, monotonous chanting
and euphoric grins. The International
Society for Krishna Consciousness and the
Unification Church are two of the better
known and most controversial religious
cults, but there are literally hundreds of
others dotted up and down the country. A
few of them are home grown, but the
majority are imported, either from the
United States or from the Orient, usually
India, and often then via the States where
Eastern mysticism has very successfully had
grafted onto it the trappings of Western
materialism.

In The Secret World OfCults,Jean Ritchie
takes a long, hard look at the best known
and a few of the more controversial cults,
their niodus operandi, their gurus (Bhagwan
means 'Master of the vagina'), and the
machinations behind the scenes. In so doing,
she reveals a web of subversion, crackpot
dogma, pseudo-science, drug taking, empire
building and mayhem, including criminal
intrigue, fraud and murder.

The cults are not all quite as scandalous
as they may sound from that description; in
every large organisation, religious or other-
wise, human nature dictates that such
things will happen. What is difficult to un-
derstand though is how people can be intro-
duced to a cult, and, in the course of a few
days, sign up, donate all their worldly goods
to it, ostracise their families, pack in their
jobs or studies, eschew worldly pleasures and
work long hours, virtually as slaves, for their
new masters, whom they may not even have
met.

Or maybe it's not so difficult; those who
join cults fall, overwhelmingly, into one fair-
ly narrow category: they are young (though
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not necessarily adolescent), of above
average intelligence, often graduates or un-
dergraduates, from middle to upper middle-
class backgrounds, and, in the West,
overwhelmingly white. Most if not all of
them seem to be searching for something, if
not the meaning of life then an end to war,
hunger, suffering and everything else that
angry young men of both sexes and all ages
have sought in vain since recorded history
began.

Ritchie interviews a number of ex-mem-
bets, describes the often duplicitous ways in
which they were recruited into the various
cults, and outlines the techniques of 'mind
control' by which they were converted and
consolidated. These include sleep depriva-
tion, mindless and mind numbing medita-
tion, fatigue - both physical and mental -
induced by working long hours, low protein
diets, (in some cases) verbal abuse, and (in
all) peer group pressure. Many neophytes
are persuaded not only that their particular
cult is the only path to salvation, but that

Alexander Baron is a freelance writer living
in Iindn. He is interested in sceptical
writing of all kinds. "Having been told so

many lies, by so many people, especially of
the opposite sex, I never take anyone or

anything at face value."

anyone outside it is in league with the Devil,
and therefore there can be no rational
debate with concerned friends, relatives or
even parents who try to persuade them to
leave. It is difficult to credit that any intel-
ligent young person can be so gullible, but
more than enough cases have come to light
in recent years to substantiate Ritchic's ex-
traordinary claims.

Most of the cults consider that their end
goal justifies any means - it's all right to lie
for Jesus. This applies especially to the
dishonest way many of them raise funds
from the public, funds which go, ostensibly,
to relieve poverty in the Third World or for
religious education, but in reality often go
towards the upkeep of 'the Master's' private
yacht. She also classifies sects like the
Jehovah's Witnesses as cults, even though
their members seldom give up their jobs to
work for the cause, but lead, outwardly,
normal if austere lives. Most cults do preach
austerity and are outwardly non-materialis-
tic, which is one of their great attractions to
the dreamily idealistic young in a world
where everyone knows the price of every-
thing and the value of nothing. However,
the higher echelons of most cults, and the
leaders of practically all, have a penchant
for Rolls Royces, personal jets and designer
houses.

Around the Mormons hangs the taint of
racial prejudice. It was only in June 1978
that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints decided to admit Negroes. Up
until then they had believed that the whites
were a favoured lineage who were sent to
Earth to support Jesus. This obviously
reflects the prejudices and social customs of
the era, early 19th century America, when
Joseph Smith and his perjured witnesses
claimed to have found their "divine tablets",
gold plates on which was inscribed the Book
of Mormon.

Another cult known for a prejudice of a
different kind is the Jehovah's Witnesses.
No, they still will not give or accept blood,
and in places their dogma is just as whacky
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anyone outside it is in league with the Devil,
and therefore there can be no rational
debate with concemed friends, relatives or
even parents who try to persuade them to
leave. It is difficult to credit that any intel-
ligent young person can be so gullible, but
more than enough cases have come to light
in recent years to substantiate Ritchie's ex.
traordinary claims.

Most of the cults consider that their end
goal justifies any means - it's all right to lie
for Jesus. This applies especially to the
dishonest way many of them raise funds
from the public, funds which go, ostensibly,
to relieve poverry in the Third Vorld or for
religious education, but in realiry often go
towards the upkeep of 'the Master's' private
yacht. She also classifies sects like the

Jehovah's Witnesses as cults, even though
their members seldom give up their jobs to
work for the cause, but lead, ourwardly,
normal if austere lives. Most culs do preach
austeriry and are outrwardly non-materialis-
ric, which is one of their great attractions to
the dreamily idealistic young in a world
where everyone knows the price of every-
thing and the value of nothing. However,
the higher echelons of most culs, and the
leaders of practically all, have a penchant
for Rolls Royces, personal jets and designer
houses.

Around the Mormons hangs the taint of
racial prejudice. It was only in June 1978
that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter.
Day Saints decided to admit Negroes. Up
until then they had believed that the whites
were a favoured lineage who were sent to
Earth to support Jesus. This obviously
reflecs the prejudices and social customs of
the era, early 19th century America,.when
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claimed to have found their "divine table6",
gold plates on which was inscribed the Book
of Mormon.

Another cult known for a prejudice of a
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as that of the Mormons. Founded in 1879, 
they have only been known by their present 

name since 1931, and the fortunes of the 

group have fluctuated. Membership picked 

up prior to 1914, when the end of the world 

was forecast, but when the year came and 

went and Armaggedon failed to materialise, 
recruitment slacked off. So the goalposts 

were moved and 1925 was predicted as the 
next 'year of doom'. Incredibly, many true 

believers sold their homes and businesses, 

and "farmers did not bother to plant crops - 
con fident that there would be no need to 

harvest them in the new kingdom..." 
The groups that come in for most 

criticism, though, are those like the 
Moonies, which lure people away from their 

homes and families physically as well as 
spiritually, but Ritchie discusses other fringe 

movements including Scientology, which 
is ex-posed as being nothing more than the 

creation of a successful but third-rate 
science-fiction hack with a vivid imagina- 

tion. How many Scientology neophytes 
realise that they have an immortal soul 
called a "thetan", that thetans created the 

universe and are "quadrillions" of years old? 

Therapy cults, witchcraft and Satanism 

are also discussed, as is the topical and con- 
troversial subject of ritual child abuse. It is 

here that the book is flawed; Ritchie appears 
to take the current hysteria about young 

children being defiled, having snakes in- 
serted in their stomachs (and so on) as 

evidence of ritual abuse on a massive scale, 

even though the legal authorities are scep- 
tical to the point of being dismissive. The 
idea that children as young as four cannot 

be fantasising about such things may seem 
plausible enough but it is simply not true. 

However, the jury is still out on ritual abuse, 
and the recent cracking of a nationwide ring 

of homosexual paedophiles and child mur- 
derers may yet cause the sceptics to re- 

evaluate the evidence. 
The other flaw the book has (but not a 
serious one) is that although there are 

numerous references in the text, it lacks a 
bibliography and relies too much on anec- 

dotal evidence and unsupported testimony. 
Ritchie certainly does not go over the top in 
putting down cults, and although the reader 

is most definitely left with the impression 
that they are to be avoided like the plague, 
this is not a hysterical book by any means. 

Perhaps in the next edition, Ritchie will add 

a bibliography and thoroughly reference all 
testimony. 

Awl p wlps she wi1l also include what is 
arguably the looniest cult of the lot: the 

Fulham-based Aetherius Society, which 

was founded by self-styled Primary Ter- 
restrial Mental Channel and Archbishop 

"Dr Sir" George King. His book Life On The 
Planets is still in print. Another excellent if 

somewhat dated book is Cults of Unreason 
by the late Dr Christopher Evans; this is still 

available from Prometheus. fl 

14 Topical BOOKS Autumn 1991 166I uulunv - s)ca'gp4d% hI

n 'snsqlauord urou elqEIe^B

lilts $ slqr lsue,rg raqdorsuq3 rC atel eqr dq
uosparun to sqna sI looq peteP tBql\eluos

Jl rualle)xa reqtouv 'ru1rd ur l[]s q stauqd

"\LuO 
a/n1ooq srg '3u1; a8roeC (rls rC,

doqsqqcry pue leuueq3 le]ual leutsor
,:a1 fueul:4 pa1{rs-11es ,{q pspuno; sem
qcl{,nr'dralcos snlreqlav PesBq'tuuqlnC
aqr :rol eqr Jo rlnc tsaluool aqr dlqen8re
$leqrtaPnltrur osle ip,n aqs sdt'qlad puy

'AUOrurlSel

lle ecuoraJar dlq8noroql pue lqderSorlqrq e

PPB lll^\ elqcrrx 'uotltpa lxeu oql ul sdeqra4
'sueour .tue .tq looq lecuate(q e lou sr srql
'en8eld eqr eTl paplo^B eq ot ere daqr teqr
uorsserdurl eqt qtt.tr r1a1 dlertugep rsoru sl
repBar aqt q8noqrle pue 'u1nc umop Suulnd
ur dor aqr re.to oE rou saop Alurerrec erqcrrX
'duourtsat perroddnsun pue ecuopl^a letop
.reuB uo qcntu oot sallar pue dqder8ollqtq
E qcel tI 'txol aqt ul saJueraJer snoterunu
erB ereqt q8noqrle t€qt sI (auo snouas
e lou rnq) setl looq aqt /rreu raqlo eqJ

'of,uePr^e aqt etEnlB^o
,ar ot scrtdaJs eqr asneo rad deur uarop
,rnur plqc pue sallqdopaed lenxasouroq;o
8uu eprmuorleu e;o FurlcerJ tueoar eqt pue
'asnqe 

lenlu uo lno 1ps s,{:nI aql 'renaanoll
'anl tou dldurrs sr r1 rnq q8noua e1q1sne1d
uraas deur s8urqt qcns tnoqe Sutssetue; eq
touuec rnoJ se 8uno,t se uerp[qr ]Eqt eopl
eql 'e^rssnuslp Fureq;o rurod aqr or lecll
,dacs ere sauuoqrne 1e8e1 aql q8noqr ua^ta
'oleJs e^rssBur B uo esnqB lBnlF Jo aJuePI^a
sE (uo os pue) sqcBtuors JIaI{1 ul Potres
,ur saleus Sur,req 'peluep Suraq uatppqc
8uno,( lnoqe er:alsAq fuef,rnJ eqt elet ol
sreedde erqclrX :pe.^ EU sl looq eqr reqr eleq
st rl 'esnqe plltll IEnrF;o rcefqns letsre^orl
-uoc pue lecrdor aqt $ se 'pessncsp osle ete
ursruetes pue UeJcqJtltr 

'stlno Aderaql

iplo sree,{;o ,,suor11upenb,, are pue esrellun
oqt peteerc suBtaqt tel{t ',,uEtaqt,, B PellEc
lnos letroturur uB e^Eq {eqr leqr as11ee:
sardqdoau ,{Sololuarcg .(uetu .tno11 'uorl

-eur8eul pl^l^ e qtl/r\ lcer{ uoltcl;,acuelf,s
etEr-Prltll lnq Injssercns e Jo uollBarc
eql uBqr arou Surqlou Suraq se pasod.xa sr
rlcrqrrt'dSoloruarcg SurpnlJul stuerue^oru
a8uu; rsqro sessncslp erqrttU tnq 'd11enr!:rds

se lle.{r se dllecrs,tqd sellrue; PUB sauroq
rreqt ruo{ dertre aldoad ernl qclq.!\'saruooyrl
eqr elll asoqt ere 'qBnoqr 'urslJlluc

tsour roJ ul eruoc reqr sdnor8 eq;

,,"'urop8utl ,tleu oql uI rueqt tso^Jeq
ot Peau ou oq Plno^t\ areql leql luoPuuoc
- sdorc rueld ot reqtoq tou PIP sreuueJ,, PUE
'sasseursnq pue sauoq raqr Plos sra^alleq
enu dueur 'd1q1percu1 '.uroop;o ree.t, txeu
eql sB petr1perd se.rrr gZ6I pue PaAouI ere,tr
usodleo8 aqr oS JJo pepels tuelutlnlrar
'aqlelraleur ot po[EJ uopeS8euny PUB ]ue/(
pue otueJ :ea,( aql ueq.tt lnq 'lseceto; sem
pFo.lA eqtJo pue eqr ueq.{\ 'tI6I ol roud dn
pe:1c1d drqsrequra;,aq'patentf,nu e.teq dnor8
eql Jo seunlroJ aql PUE 

'1961 ecuts eu:eu
luesard:teqt ,{q u.troul uaeq dluo a,teq Aaqr
'6l.gl ul papunoC 'suourloJ eqr Jo lBql se

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com/

