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THE STORY OF RADIO FREE LONDON

PIRATES WITH CONSCIENCE

Ask the proverblal man in the street what he associates with
giving and chances are he wil l mention the word tcharityr at some
point. charity is about giving; r know that because ever since
I bought twelve hundred Brit ish Gas shares I 've had a constant
stream of junk mail from charities telling me both how wond.erful
are they and the work they are doing, and can r please send. a
donation?

Actually rrn not such a cynic; on the whole rrve received far
more charity in my life than rrve given. on two occasions, had
it not been for charity rrd have found myself out on the street,
and were it not for a special kind of cliarity, this slirn volume
would not have been possible.  But letrs face the facts:  for
whatever reason(s),  today, char i ty is big busj-ness.

There are though, other ways of giving besides charity; idealisrn
and altruism manifest thernselves in many ways, noL the least
being through the medium of rnusic. There are, up and d.own the
count,ry and across the worId, many crazy bunches of idealists who
run pirate radio stations. Irm not farnil iar with the various
overseas set ups, but r know that in this country, pirates are
prosecuted and persecuted by the authorit ies, thej-r equipment is
confiscated, they give up their free tj.me - evenings ana *eekend.s
- and fund their operations out of their own pockets without even
the prornise of a reward. or return. Nor are these pirates upper
class twits or spoiled rich kids with too much time and money on
their hands. Rather they are ordi-nary working men (and womenl
doing something they believe in. This is the story of one such
stat,ion: Radio Free London.

A1 in Sydenham
August 1990
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numbers, (remember them?) to the Hawai Five-O Thene' The

Winaeriirg Crutchlees were just awful;-t-heir reputation must

h;;; prededed them because i mere handful of loyalr- mostly female

fans turned of. In spite of this catastrophe there were tno

bright spots 
-io 

tne elvening: as an RlL listener I go.t in e9f

i""6, an& I managed, to spen-d, quilg 3 lot of tirne talking to DJ
peter Russe1l on the dooi. Ruisell has since left the station'

a;;i, assisted by the able and' esoterically charismatic Jodie'

was playing the records.

As well as finding out as much as r could about what makes RFL

tick and about its-history, I asked the team if theytd ever been

*"tttioned in in- pr.r=. I 
-think 

Grant said theytd had- a few words

written about tirern in Kerrang here and there, but when I

*"tti"ted fine Oui n" laughed,: f-hatrs sonething we t1Y to avoid -

;;-id;;tiy trrinring I was ieferring to a. listing' I told Grant Ird

like to d,o .tt alrti"t" on the stati.on sometime and he was

Entrrusiastic. Time out and city Lirnits were on the lip of Py
tongue, but I thought somethilng . a bit more ambitious: The

Ind6pendent or even ihe euardian rnignt lre worth trying fo{: The

:noti iation for this was to get the station a bit of publicity as

; first step Lowiras gettin! it licens9d. Over the previous few
r,qeeks, erant has menfioned the fact that the station would be

i;;G; its mail ing address qnq phone-i-n next year, Ieel' Then

he'd announced thai these facil i t ies night well be vanishing even
guicker. This wil l be explained in due course'

Over the next couple of weeks I flirted with the idea of

.ppi"""rting various magazines an6 newspapers. wlth_ the lowdovtn on

RFL. Eventualfy. f deci-ded to approach the metal glossies' Sounds

ad, nauseurn ard worse than the-gutter pressr. run as they are.by

a motley rt"*-of p-i-ss-taking, sefri-f iterate winos notwithstanding
their atadenic qualif ications. i

a
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NIGEL GRANTIS STORY

Nigel Grant is 2A years old. and, has been involved with pirate

ra6 . i o  s ta t i ons  s ince  abou t  t he  age  o f  f ou r teen .  r r . . . . .my  j ob  used

to be to stand, at the corner of this field every Sunday afternoon

and watch for vans coming up the road.rr This came about because

somebody bought him a transistor radio for his birthdayi the

it"t ion-in gu-estion may have been Radio Jackie, (2) but Grant has

been involv6d, with so lnany radio stations over the.past fourteen
years that  he isnt t  sure.  He found i t  on the d ia l  and began

t"ninq i"; obviously he l iked the station but he was also curious

_ that €ft.y broadcastied only one day a week. Contacting them week- 
iEter wei*,-be eventually went down to see them, Sonewhere over

carshalton way; an..ain_-be_ canrt quite remember. The set up in
those days was'veiy differEne--€ronr-what i t  is today; in those
days it was all hanging around' in the mractbes af, -f-ields and woods
with car batteries, t ipe recorders and things. 

-OrTe*station 
raras

even based in the rnidbte of a sewagie farm rt. . . . .wh-i-ch-sas

wonderful, pirt icularly i f  i t  was a nice hot aft 'ernoon"r Again

this may harie been nadi-o Jackie, though this was somewhere in the

South WLst London area. The DTI took an active interest in the

stat ion and i t  suf fered q" i l .  a  few ra ids '

RFL was started. sometime in 1958 and went out on medium wave. (3)

It was set up by three or four guys after the Marine Offences Act

came in on auguLt 14th L967. tal At this point a few words about

naaio caro l in6 are in  order .  My own recol lect ions of  the or ig ins

of Caro1j-ne, vague as they ire, are probably no worse than

Grantrs  because i  am s ix  years o lder  than h i rn '

PIRATES OF THE HIGH SEAS

Up unt i l  Lg64,  rad io in  the UK was monopol ised by the BBC'  (5)

l i r  february o i  that  year  the Fre.der ica, .a  I8 .8 foot  rnotor  vessel

and,703 ton ex-Danis l i  pa""enger  fer ry  bui l t  in  1930,  sa i led f rorn

Rotterdam to Greenore 
-in 

the Ir ish Republic urhere i t  was f i t ted

wi th a 168 foot  rad io mask.  Renamed Caro l ine (5)  a f ter  !h"
d.aughter of the late US Presid.ent John F Kennedy, i t  made its

f irst broadcast fron i-nternat, ional waters f ive rni les off Harwich

at ,9pm on Good Fr id .ay 27Eh March.  This  was a test  t ransmiss ion.

neguiar  t ransmiss ioni  began on Sunday 29th March.  (7)  Thus,  Radio

Carol ine was born l  Response to Caro l lne was enormous:  i t  drew fan

mail by the lorry load rather than by the sackful, and at one

t ine c la imed 
" i . in t  

n i l l ion l is tener l .  Radio Veronica,  which

broadcasted.  to  HoI Iand,  predated Caro l ine '  (8)

Caroline was a commercial radio stat, ion, i t  advert ised and made

a hand,some prof i t .  Soon another  sh ip jo ined Caro l ine,  so there

was CarolinL North and Caroline South. DJs who worked for the

station included Tony Blackburn, whose other antecedents include
piiying in a band wi;n af Stewart, and Dave Lee Travis.

Where Caroline led, others fo11owed, and soon there were more

than a d,ozen pirate radio stations broadcasting to the UK' The

governmentrs  i "=pot""  to  th is  was not  favourable,  and,  on 15th
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ItIf necessary, yeah. rl

though after one of RFltrs phone staff vtas threatened with a
shotgun, the others backed down and said they ought to move
frequency. Grant saj.d if they did, he wanted out. Discretion
proved the better part of valour and they did, so Grant got in
touch with Meyers and they put RFL back on the air agaj.n, this
t ime on  101 .3 .

on Sunday 29th July, RFL was broadcastingr on 101.4, I pointed
out. Grant said this was because of problems with another black
pirate station, but that they intended to deal with this within
the next few days. Horrified at, the thought of ny favourite D*T
getting involved in a wild West style shoot out I asked how, but
he assured ne that all they intended to do was give the station
the  op t ion  o f  mov ing  ( the i r  equ ipment?) ,  r r . . . . . i f  no t ,  wer l l  move
it for them. rl

Pirate radio is not all trouble, strife and open warfare; RFL has
a slarbiotic relationship with another black station who, Grant
says, are very sensible about frequencies and things. This
station is just a bit lower down the dial than RFL, who, because
of their superior technical understanding of radj-o, help then set
up their rig up from tirne to time. Referring to the new station
who are trying to-rnuscle in, Grant says: trBetween the two of us
wer11 get rid of thern because this new statj.on has just appeared
from out of nowhere and not asked anybody what frequency theyrre
O n .  .  .  .  . l l

His next words would have drawn convert approval from any DTI
engineer: rrWe have a sort of self-regrulating body amongst the
responsible stations on the air, and we make sure that there
isnrt unnecessary jarnrning going on between the pirates or even,
(in the past) that nothing too outrageous has been broadcast by
another stati.on. rl

A few years ago two such I outrageous statj-ons I trere promptly shut
down by RFL. Radio Enoch: basically a bunch of National Front
id io ts  who got  ho ld of  a  t ransmi t ter  -  r r . . . . .so me and a couple
of  o thers went  and got  r id  of  that . t t (12)

Whi le  at  the other  ext rerne was rRadio Galnrravesr  - . . . . .which got
a bit out of order as well from time to t ine.tt(I3) Rock fans
especially have little sympathy and no tine for this particular
per:rrersion.

RFL Al{D Tffi DITI

When I contacted the Departnent of Trade and Industry | s press
office and told them I was writing an article on pirate; radio
stations in general and RFL in particular, the gent on the other
end of the phone was pleasant enough, and helpful. Until I told
hin t was a regular lj-stener, then hj.s tone hardened and I felt
the temperature drop. At one point he referred to RFL as rryour
frj.endsrt and read out a prepared statement, one which Nigel Grant
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said get off the air by midnight at the end of this year and

werl l  think about aoing tfre l icences. Then after six months of

not hearing anything, d,uring the summer they announced that all

the p lans had been shelved for  two years ' r l

In other word,s, I  said, i t  was nothing but a cynical ploy to get

p i ra te s tat ions of f  Lhe a i r?  Yes,  he sa id,  they got  about  ha l f

ih;--pirates off the band, then when the truth sank in
r r . . . . - .everybod.y carne back on again. r t  So Grant  and everybody e lse

were more sceplical when they said i t  again?

The l icence? Some pirate stations have got i t ,- but l icensing

needs enormous f inahce. The original incremental stations were

financed to the tune of about thiee guarters of a mil l ion pounds

eacn. They had to f ind al l  the backing themselves. At the t irne

of  wr i t in f ,  . lu ly /August  1990,  these stat ions,  f ive or  s ix  of  thern

accord ing- to er i i r t ,  Lre a l ready in  severe f inancia l  d i f f icu l t ies;

a more r6alist ic sum to back thern would have been a rni l l ion.

why does it  take such colossal backing to run a legaI station

whln nf1 is run for virtually nothing every week? Grant for one

couldnr t  understand,  but  he speculated in te l l igent ly '

' rHaving run a pirate station f or the past ten years or so I i t

seems i iaicutoris, but then looking at i t  from a business point

of  v iew you would have a l l  these out lays that  we donf t  have ' r l

Buyingi  bu i ld ings -  we use somebodyrs bedroom'

Staf f  wages nobody at  RFL is  pa id.  And so on"  "  '

Grant is uncertain how much is the l icence, probably not that

rnuch, he says, but stations have to rent their transmitters from

the IBA as part of the l icensing agreement. certain IBA and BBc

stand,ard.s must be ad.hered to tr . . . . . guality control and that sort
^ e  + h i n a  l l
9 !  9 l I 4 a l Y .

These criteria and related expenses seem to be deliberately
obstructlve. How says Grant? no, the reality is that setting up

a stat ion as a busi-ness, (part  of  the cr i ter ia) ,  is  incredibly
Ai rri r-rr 't r lrer-:ause radio is Jn incredibly expensive medium to run.
g M * v B A

i ; ; . i  stations have to pay copyright t_o. the BPI; RFL have offered

[o'pif lni= in the pait but were poli tely turned down because

they are i l legaI !

you claj-m to be the only d.ed.icaLed rock station in Britain and

probably the only al l-r-ock English-s-peaking station in Europe'

iVnat about Kiss Fl.tZ rrKiss FM are a black music station'

Not only that, they were/are the most successful black music

; i ; . t ; ;aaio station. Currently they are off the air but are due

to start broadcasting by the enld of august. By lltt-tirne this book

is puff ished,, w€ sn6uf& have some idea how Iikely they ?re to

succeed as a legit imate going-concern. I put -the fol lowing to

Grant: you t inince yourselv6s, you get nothing out of i t ,

l-0
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with al l  the site engineers and the DTI have . .ontl . t  number for
Gran t  i n  case  o f  t echn i - ca l  p rob lems .  r r . . . . .we rve  o f ten  gone  and
raided ourselves when therers been a problem with one of our
transmitters a technj.cal problem, wetve gone and taken it  off
ourselves.  r l

RFLrs rnai l ing address,  c /o 47 Melbourne Road belongs to  Dominic .
Doninic has, or appears to have a thick West Indian accent, which
is  very uncharacter is t ic  for  rock fans.  In  fact ,  Domin ic ,  both
white and French is a dedicated rock fan; he contacted Grant and
co af ter  hear ing then broadcast , .  Hers been a f r iend for  about
eight years, and its probably no coincidence that when the
current mail ing address and phone-in are closed down by new
legis la t ion that  RFL wi l l  be us ing a French connect ion.

JODIE

The newest recruit to RFL is Jodie, who refused to tel l  me her
age but adrnits to being older than she looks. Not only is she a
looker  wi th  the most  la id  back,  dreamy,  lyr j -ca l  vo ice,  she a lso
knows her  music .  So much so that  she scored a per fect  100? on the
RFL rock guiz and was their second ever champion. (Modestly does
not  permi t  rne to  d ivu lge the name of  the f i rs t ) .  She is  a lso an
art ist and photographer, and was kind enough to supply rne with
some shots for  the Meta l  Hammer ar t ic le .

Jodie has been a l istener for about ten years and rang up on a
regular  bas is .  RFL has never  recru i ted people i t  doesnr t  know,
says Grant. Listeners get fr iendly, then get involved. In about
May of this year she was invited down to help out and made guest
appearances on Grantrs show. Then the opportunity came up for her
to  do  he r  own  show,  and r  dS  Gran t  r i gh t l y  po in t s  ou t :  t r . . . . . she

was certainly good enough to do it .  I t

Up unti l  the beginning of this year, Grant used to work for a
bank,  handl ing i ts  proper ty  por t fo l io :  maintenance,
landlord/ tenant  agreements etc .  Late ly  hers been doing a b i t  o f
work for a rnusical booking agency, which is currently on the
verge of bankruptcy. Apart from that he's been trying to survive
on doing g igs and th ings,  but  says hers spent  so many years
per fect ing h is  rad io technique that  hers never  establ ished
hirnself as a club DJ. One would think someone with his talent,
enthusiasm and knowledgre of rock music would be snapped up in a
l r r r r r r r  l a r r f  i f  l s  a  C f U e I  W O f l d  O U t  t h e f g .r r u ! ! J  t  v s u  ! u

RFL p lays a wide var ie ty  of  rock:  Heavy Meta1,  thrash,  b lues- type
mater ia l ,  hard,  sof t ,  a l l  shades of  the spectrum and a l l
permutat ions.  Inev i tab ly  some bands get  more a i rp lay than others;
regulars on RFL inc lude:  B1ack Sabbath I  ozzy osbourne,  Deep
Purple,  Rainbow, Whi tesnake,  Gi11an,  The Doors,  Motorhead,
Magnum; and new bands l ike St  HeI l ier ,  L i t t le  caesar  and
Savatage.  Magnurn,  Motorhead and Gi l lan have made j ing les for  the
stat ion;  Gi ] Ian is  a  l is tener .  St  Hel l ier ,  whom Grant  l ikens to
Def  Leppard,  are a local  band who have been p lugged heavi ly .  He

L2
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people contacting us who have never contacted us before. t '  People
who come in from the pub and play around with the radio and f ind
the s tat ion,  o !  whorve been to ld  about  i t  by f r j -ends.

The guali ty of the response is al-so encouraging; l isteners very
rare ly  compla in.  Because the s tat ion only  p lays rock music ,
comments are usually very constructive. Grantrs progrramme caters
for  the heavier  sect ion,  but  in  a two hour  s lo t  you cant t  keep
everybody happy

DIRTY ROTTEN CRTHINAi,S

Con t ra ry  to  popu la r  be l i e f ,  ( a  be l i e f  he
d iscou rage) ,  Gran t  i s  no t  an  a l coho l i c ,  bu t  he
and smoke heavilv

does l i t t1e to
does dr ink a lo t

on the IegaI  s ide,  h€ aomics to  being a d i r ty  rocten cr iminal ,
but although the station has been raiaed innumerable t imes over
the past  ten years,  he has only  been caught  red-handed a couple
n f  i ' i  r n a e

The DTI have no powers of arrest, but invariably they turn up
with the police. And, says Grant, you have to be caught in
f lagrante delicto. Although they have suffered only two raj-ds in
the past eighteen months, there was a two month period a few
years back when they lost everything every single week. Black
stations get far more attention for two main reasons: one is that
some stations are on the air al l  day and everyday and making a
lot of money from advert ising. The other is because of their lack
of  technica l  exper t ise.  A th i rd  poss ib i l i ty  is  that  DTI  engineers
l ike reggae a lot less than they l ike rock, which is ceriainly
understandable, but there is a serious side to the issue of
broadcasting, that of interference of emergency services.

Other radio stations tend to buy their eguj"pment off the shelf.
Because of this and because they are not into radio except as a
means of communication, they can interfere with other (energency)
servj-ces without even being aware of i t .  The London Ambulance
Service was jarnned out by a soul station; there have even been
instances of aircraft coming in to land to reggae some very
dodgy sj-tuations. Because of this, there has to be some
regulatj-on on the band.

AD]ERTISING

Have RFL taken advert j .sing in the past, and wil l  they in the
future? Grant: we have taken advert ising in the past; i f  somebody
approaches us,  w€t l l  consider  i t ,  but  we donr t  go out  o f  our  way
to attract attention to i t .  Grant in part icular is more
interested in advert ising bands, gigs and events, maj-nIy' locaIly.
Both the station and Grant are conmitted to the music and are not
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RADIO EREE LI]IPON

RFLrs stronghold is East London/Essex, but they once had a phone

call from Stoke-on-Trent and fairly regularly get calls frorn

Luton etc. Grant puts this down to a freak weather condition

cal1ed r the L i f t " .  Ta lk ing of  ca l ls  and f reaks,  Grant  h imsel f  is

a self-confessed. phone freak, and when hers not clarnbering around

on rooftops r in €fre stud.io or down the pub, h€rs giving someone

a cal l .  
- t t i ive 

us a ca l l ,  r r  is  in  f  act  Grantrs  wel l  worn

catchphrase.

At this point we left the pub and found Mick and a very unwell

looking iodie wait ing for us across the road. We talked for a few

more minutes then went our separate ways unti l  RFLfs next

broadcast ,  that  is .
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at the same ad.dress. The fol lowing pages are iu".a on our
interview in the Pawreyne Arrns; again, quotation marks onIy,
denote verbatim quotes.

THE DICK FOX-DAVIES STORY

Dick Fox-Davies was born Ln L947 and started l istening to Radio
caro l ine in  L964.  wi th  the M.o.A.  looming on the hor izon,
somebody at Cambridge or Oxford, he canrt rernember which, started.
the Canbridge and Oxford Free Radio Association, (COFRA). COFRA
got  some a i r  t i rne of f  caro l ine and poss ib ly  Radio London,  (15)
and, when the M.o.A. came in, coFRA metamorphosed into the Free
Radio Association. Dick got involved with the FRA; Radio London
closed down l ike al l  the other pirates, and onl1r carol ine
remained.

r r . . . . .  a  number  o f  us  we re  down  i n  Ray le i gh ,  Essex  . . . . . r t
(Eas twood  Road)  where  the  FRA was  run  by  Geo f f rey  pea r l .  n . . . . .
this was the land-based 1egal arm of the campaign,rt with wry
hurnour  Dick sa id,  r r r t  wasnt t  i l1egal  to  broadcast ,  nor  was iL
iI legal to have a radio ftransmitter] but, und.er the terms of the
wireless [and] Telegraphy Act, i t  was i l legal to l isten to a
s ta t i on .

opposi t ion to  the M.o.A.  was f ierce and a t remendous amount  of
popular support was generated. The ful1 extent of this support
for  f ree radio end opposi t ion to  the M.O.A.  can be judged f rom
the FRArs nembership i  a t  one t ine i t  had 20,oo0 paid up members,
received sacks of mail everyday, contributions, issued badges and
a newslet ter .  Dick was at  one t ime Genera l  Secretary r .  .  .  .  .
whatever that may mean.tr There were various other off ices:
t reasurer  etc .

As the f irst, anniversary of the M.O.A. approached, the idea of
a raI1y in Trafalgar Square developed. The ral1y had t,o be
announced and publicised and it  seemed sensible to do it  through
a radio station. The idea for the ra1ly (on saturday 17th August)
was originated by Dick Fox-Davies and Paul Harris, who later
wrote a book rrWhen Pirates Ruled the wavesrr. (16)
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SAUE OLD STORY

Then as now, stations l ike RFL tr ied to go legit but were always
given p laus ib le  reasons,  (bu11)  why they couldn ' t  how a l l
ivaifa6fe freguencies were taken up, ad nauseam. And, how during
their last unlicensed. transmission rseventeen ambulances crashed
and forty-three people d.ied of heart attacks because they
couldnt t  be rushed to hospi ta l  in  t ime. t  That  d idnt t  s top them,
the authorit , ies, f inding space for the new stations when
commercial radio f inal lY came in.

Dick Fox-Davies was with RFL for about six months then moved on
to other things. At one t ime RFL had an off ice in Greek Street'
a bank accouni and produced car st ickers, badges etc. Sad1y the
Free Radio essociation gradually went j-nto decline. Dick puts
this d.own to economic iorces ind the progress of commercial
rad.io. Although he is reluctant to apport ion any credit to RFL
and the FRA, l t  is undoubtably true that i f  i t  hadntt been for
such organisations and, the pressure they exerted, radio as we
know it today would not exist. Music fans in general are spoil t
for  choice,  iock fans less so,  but  there is  current ly  f ive hours
of ded.icated rock a week on nat, ional Radio one and a fai.r amount
on other ,  local  s tat ions.  A fa i r  amount? WelL,  anyth ing is  bet ter
than nothing.

WHERE ARE fHEY NOW?

Apart from Trafalgar Square, RFL broadcasted from all  over the
place in  those ear ly  days.  The Times of  9 th September 1968
leports one of the earl iest, broadcasts as having been made from
an at t ic  bedroom in Croydon,  (8 th Septenber) .  One of  the DJs was
a 19 year o1d restaurant chef named Tom Russell .  Any relatj-on to
peter Russell? Dick says they also broadcasted from Beckenham,
and in general they had three hours on the air before they could
be tracked down.

In those days,  the senior  invest igator  for  the Post  Of f ice was
a certain l , tr Srnith, who l ived somewhere in South West London; his
base was in Vauxha1l. When a report came in of a pirate station
on the a i r ,  Mr  Smi th and h is  ass is tant  would dr ive up to
Vauxhall ,  haul out the detector van and drive around looking for
the aerial, which in those days had to be very 1on9. RFL had no
formal  membership,  just  a  very loose team of  people i  whoever  was
avai lab le would iurn up ( to  broadcast)  -  a  conver ted f ie ld  radJ-o,
turntable and mike, a f lat with a rnains supply and access to a
roof top,  and there theY were.

Thatts were they were then, but where are they al l  now? They grew

upl and moved. on to other things. Dick Fox-Davies works in the

nlorn industry of information technology. Spangles Muldoon aka

Herb Oscar And.erson or plain Chris Cary is now a successful-
bus inessman.
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REt A}ID TEE ruTT'RE

Ehe above infor':oration was extracted from Kenny Meyers over the

ilf epnone on Oct,ober 4th 1990. Shortly after I began researching
this-monograph, RFL went off the air and have been kept off ever

since fy i rt r6"i of t,echnical problems, not the least being the

ri"* of a d'river. Theyrve also rr]aa a (gtrite appall ing) soca Radio

rr.""f" in on fOi.ZS, which effect,ively steals their wavelenqth'

iisiea Dominic what they were d.oing to shift them' His reply ltas

in"t they havenrt yet nJnaged. to obtain any semtex, but theytre

woricing 
-on 

itt P-robably they'11 come back on a diff erent

ri""i."9th, not if , but when ttrey. come back. Dominic told me

later that they have been off the iir :or up to six months since

Ire joined the station.

The problems non-commercial pirates ]ike RFL have to overcome are

"norioou=; 
wny tney continue t,o stick at it, God alone knows ' It'

is though a piay that the authorities continue to give them

frissfe iather than co-oPeration. If more people had the same

attitud.e as Nigel Grant, Kenny Meyers et aI, the world would be

a far better pfi"" regard,less 6t how rnany broad'casting rroffencesrr

they cornmj-t.
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fn spite of i ts name, Radio Free London broadcasts are regularly
picked up as far afield as Luton, and under freak condit ions they
have been heard as far north as Stoke-on-Trent. Black Sabbath,
Motorhead, whitesnake, The Doors, Mag:num, Rainbow and Gil lan
feature heavily on RFL. Magnum, Motorhead and Gil lan have made
j ing les for  the s tat ion and fan Gi1 lan h i rnsel f  is  a  l is tener .  As
wel l  as these golden o ld ies,  lo ts  of  new bands get  a i rp lay
including GWAR and St Hell ier, the latter, who have also had
ai rp lay on Radio Onets Fr iday Rock Show are hai led by Grant  as
the second coning of Def Leppard. RFL has a snall  but loyal
audience estimated by the recently departed Peter Russell  to be
around 3, OOO but thought by Grant to be rnuch higher. Although the
station has been around. for 22 years, Grant in part icular is
d.espondent about the radio scene in the UK; currently he is
looking for a job in the States where e can play rock around the
clock, a prospect which he feels wil l  never come about in
Br i ta in .

The above p iece is  as
correct ions.

subrnitted to Metal Hammer with minor

.-J.

,-------
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on sunday 5th August, Grant d,eclared Ereesday l4th.August |tAtroralc

Day, and announied a special broadcast to celebrats R3tts 23

V"i""-on tn" air. Ee was actually a year and a day out; RFIT'E

first broad,cast went on 
"ir 

on iug.."a rstb 1968 Ehe tfunes '

?Gial 
-;bi"b 

means RFL was ii y..r" 6tA on Wednesday 15tb August'

It is 23 years since the l{.O:.f.-carae in; i.e. RFL cane on tb'e air

exactly or" y"it- 
"it"i 

this notorious piace of leqislation was

introduced,. As it h"pp"n"dr- R3rL ltere ofi ttre air on rfAnoralc Daytt

and the following: weelcend.

Ref 5 Last of Ehe Pirates - Bob Noaices (Paul Halris) 1984

Ref 6 Broad,casting From The lligh seas: The Histo4r of

off;h;;; nadio in Europe rgse-rs76 - Paul l{arris (Pau}

Harris) Lg77, 
"td. 

Oii=itor" Radio - Gerr' Bishop (Iceni

Ent;ryli.ies )' Lg7a. accoraing. to Bishop, the Frederica
r,fas tta 7OZ tons g"o"t 

-.i 
Oariish .passe-nger. fer4;.' ' ' ' 'rl

eccord.ing to On 
-fhe 

Rad,io: Musit radio in Britain

stepnen 6arnard' tOpen university) 1989' it was called

the rrFrederikarr .

Ref 7

Ref I Barnard' (
details of

Harris (ibid)

op cit ) see also Bishop (op -cit) for
niaio Veronica, Radio Mercur et aI'

Ref 9 ie at rnidnight on the fourteenth (op cit)

Ref 10

Ref t].

Ref L2

Ref 13

Ref L4

See rtThe Dick Fox-Davies Storryrr '

It wasntt. See frThe Dick Fox Davies Storytr '

see l{ind, & Mosco (op cit) for an alternative view of

Radio Enoch.

Hind & Mosco (ibid)

ron a tower blocl< in Lond.on, the llome. Office can tell

where you are within 20 metres, l0 mi.nutes after you

turn oi. trllind & Mosco (oP cit)

Radio Lond,on was originally a pirate - Bishop (op cit)

Harris (oP cit)

Ref, 15

Ref L6
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