
Gary Stretch is a part
time male model with a
difference. Six foot
one, muscular, and
with the slightly sinister
dark good looks that led
to him being offered a
part in a
film about
Ihe Kray
twins, he is
less at
home on
the catwalk
than in the square ring.
When he checked in at
the reception desk at
the Docklands Arena
where I met him the re-
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ceptionist asked him for
his name so she could
issue himwith a visi-
tor's pass. Obviously
not a boxing fan, she

...failed to
recognise

champion!

had failed to recognise
the light-mi4dleweight
champion of Britain.
In the near future he
expects his face to be

better known, for with
supreme confidence
rather than arrogance
he predicts he willflght
for and win the world
title in 1990. Lending
credence to this claim is
an impressive amateur
career which culmi-
nated in his winning
the 1985 NABC title,
and a pro record of 21
wins in 22 fights, his
sole defeat resulting
from a cut eye stoppage
against an opponent
who subsequently
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turned down the best
purse of his career for a
rematch. He claims
also never to have taken
a count since he first
put on a
pair of
gloves. 'I don't think I could

ever have had a usual
kind of lifestyle....Gary was

horn in St
Helens,
and al-
thoagh he
has lived in London far the past
foar years, still has a heavy Lan-
cashire accent. He took ap box-
ing at the age of ten and admits
to being very physical as a boy.
He is also a black belt in both
judo and karate, Seeing him on
TV in his stylish designer shorts
he looks less athletic than
stringy. In the flesh though he is
what most women would call a
'hank' - broadchesled with a

Gary began
modelling

by accident!

well sculptured physique he sim-
ply oozes masculinity and fit-
ness,

Sadly, like too many hot pros-
pects, at the start of his career
Gary was plagaedby managerial
problems. Also, somewhat ill-
advisedly he continued to train
with a hand injury. Altogether
he was Oat of the ring for about
a year. I asked him if this was
what led to his taking ap modell-
ing, bat he insists it was not. "I
don't think I could ever have had
a usaal
kind of life-
style....
maybe
something
crazy; I coald have been an actor
or gone to drama school I
don't think I could work nine to
five."

catwalk jobs are 'funny'...

With his boxing career tempo-
rarily on ice Gary indulged free-
ly in his other great passions:
music and cars. He sings, writes
music, plays guitar,piano, and as

a boy, played the violin. Daring
his year out of the ring he also
spent some lime working as an
ad hoc car dealer. This came
about because he was forever
changing his car. Al present he
has a turbo charged Porsche, but
next month he will be trading it
in. He says
for him Ibis is
aboal par for
Ihe course.

He began
modelling by
accidenl. "I
was silting to
a pub one day
and a lady
came over to
me and said:
'Are you a
model?'
When he said
be wasn't she
asked him if
he'd be inter-

ested in joining her agency. He
admits he wasn't exaclly en-
thusiastic about Ihe idea, but al-
though he Inmed down the offer
of regular work he did agree to
do the odd assignment here and
there. This 'odd assignment' cx-

paudcd considerably. He
worked for several other agen-
cies as well

He has done a conpte of catwalk
jobs, and says he found them
'funny'. His main incentive was
financial, because allhough as
Brilish champion and a world
rated fighter he is a name, he says
in the early days it used to cost
him money to fight. "In my
career, for three years I mmcd

nothing. I used
to train for ten,
twelve weeks,
then earn silly
money for five.
With that kind
of thing you've
got 10 do some-
thing, so the
modelling

would fit in with the boxing.
He was glad of the money then,
bat says there are problems now.
A lot of people and companies
want louse him now, but for his
name rather than as a model.
There aresome assignments
which he would be willing to
undertake as a model, but not as
Gary Stretch, so now he has a
business manager Nick Scott,
who he describes as 'fabuloas'.
Nick handles modelling, promo
and Gary's olher business inter-

eslu. Gary Stretch, 'the boxer' is
kept entirely separale and is
managed by Frank Warren. In
his early modelling days he used
to do numerous small assign-
ments, but now he is concenlral-
ing on working for large
corporalions. He has been ap-
proached by an airline company
and is also negotialiug wilh a

m a) Or
jeans
manafa
darer,
so watch
oat for
his face

Gary Stretch 'the boxer'
is kept entirely separate...

on TV soon.

He has been offered a lot of small
modelling jobs here and Ihere,
bal says his management won'l
let him do them, and he has full
confidence in Nick Scott's
judgement. II wouldn't be pm-

dent he says to model snits while
Ihe jeans conlract is being nego-
tiated. Management aside, Gary
has tumed down so many assign-
ments that the average male
xsodel, forever chasing work,
might well tear out his own hair
in exasperation, Bat il is nol ca-
price, nor even good business
sense Ihal dictates whal be does
or doesn't model. A 101 of il is to
do with ethics, in particular loy-
alty.

Largely on accounl of his en-
viable physique he has modelled
a lot of swimwear, and is Ihe
main model for 'Title Sport-
swear', one of the biggest sport-
sors in boxing. He is a personal
friend of the company's owner,
Richard Atkins, A while ago he
was offered £50,000 by a rival
company 10 model their shorts,
but turned Ihem down fbI He
says of Richard Atkins: "He
looked after me when I first
came (iota professional boxing),
and you've go1 to have some loy-
alties. If my career lasts two
years and I get fifty grand, I
spend it then it's gone." And, he
says, his friends mean more to
him Ihan any amount of money.
The sincerity of this stalementis
underlined by Ihe way he talks
about olhrr fighters, for while he
says he would beat Nigel Brnn,
he describes the Dark Destroyer
as a gentleman and a really nice
gay. Hedoesn'thaveabad word
to say about anyone, (snooker,
tennis and foolball players lake
note). His heroes are Sugar Ray
Leonard and Marvelous Marvin
Hagler.

Gary plans to quit the ring at the
age of 27 and finish with boxing
altogether. Does he plan lInen 10
go into modelling full lime or
films perhaps? He says he
would consider acling if Ihe
money and the flInt were both

right, bat of
modelling he
says: "I am not a
modal and never
was a model; I
just did a bit of

modelling work because il filled
to,,,

It's difficult to credit that some-
one in his position, with an abun-
dance of nalaral talent, the world
al his feet and lucrative offers
coming at him from all direc-
tions is afraid to take Ihe bil be-
tween his teeth, bat Gary Stretch
isa genuinely reluctant hero and,
one senses, far from the happiest
of men. Another thing he pals
down is his 'glamour boy'
image. At times, certain ele-
ments of Ihe press have made
him out to be a bit of a ladies
man, to pat it mildly. In reality
though he says he hardly ever
goes tonight clubs, is not a 'drin-
ker' and, incredibly, has not had
a girlfriend for six months.

Gary has been
offered a lot of

small modelling jobs
here and there,

but his manager
won't let him do them..
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