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FROM THE SECRETARY

SPAID'S COMMENTS on

'Asbestos: Panic can stop, says top cancer expert' an article which
appeared in the SUNDAY TIMES 21 APRIL 1985 page 14 and which quoted

'Asbestos: Effects on health of exposure to asbestos' by Sir Richard
Doll and Julian Peto, a report published by the Health and Safety
Executive and embargoed by them until 11.00 hours 2l.14.85.

Who has been panicking? Could it be government or industry and its
insurers who are alarmed that vast sums will be needed to make safe
the asbestos used so carelessly in the past and to compensate the
sick and bereaved? Certainly, those who seek SPAID's help, whether
they are ill, bereaved or suddenly made aware that they are exposed
to damaged asbestos, impress us with their fortitude and self control.

The Sunday Times quotes the Commercial Union's estimate that the
total bill facing all insurers could amount to 150 billion dollars.

This will be for compensation for death and disease. Surveying

buildings for asbestos and making safe or removing and disposing
safely of the millions of tons of asbestos already imported into
the U.K. will also cost millions of pounds. About 2,025,829 tons

were imported into tne U.K. between 1968 and 198l.

The article may tempt government, local authorities, landlords and
employers to minimise the risks of asbestos and refuse to make
damaged asbestos safe. If so they will cause more asbestos deaths
which will inevitably require increased expenditure on treatment,
benefit to replace earnings lost because of illness, and compensa-
tion, either by the Department of Employment or insurers.

The article reports 'More than 1400 Britons, mainly asbestos industry
workers, die of illnesses induced by asbestos each year.' The

Health & Safety Executive has reported more than 1400 asbestos deaths

for each year since 1975. The number increases steeply each year
and for 1983, the figure is 6115; for 1976 to 1983 inclusive, the

total is 14285 while the Health & Safety Executive Mesothelioma
Register records that only a very small proportion of the people
who have died were 'asbestos industry workers.'

SPAID's records confirm this. More people are killed by using the
products of the asbestos industry or by chance unsuspected exposure,
than by working in a controlled factory environment such as Sir
Richard has studied for many years. Statistics are attached.

Sir Richard knows of these people but has ignored them when preparing
his report 'Asbestos: Effects on health of exposure to asbestos.'
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FF|OM THE SECRETAFIY

SPAIDTS COMMENTS on

t A s b e s t o s :  P a n i c  c a n  s t o p ,  s a y s  t o p  c a n c e r  e x p e r t r  a n  a r t i c l e  w h i c h
appeared in  the  SUNDAY TIMES 21 APRIL  1985 page 4  and wh ich  quoted
'Asbes tos :  E f fec ts  on  hea l th  o f  exposure  fo  asbes tos  I  by  S i r  R ichard
Dol1  and Ju l ian  Peto ,  a  repont  pub l i shed by  the  Hea l th  and Safe ty
E x e c u t i v e  a n d  e m b a r g o e d  b y  t h e m  u n t i l  1 1 . 0 0  h o u r s  2 4 . 4 . 8 5 .

Who has been panicking? Could ib be government or i -ndustry and i . ts
i -nsuners  who are  a lanmed tha t  vasb sums w i l l  be  needed to  make sa fe
the  asbes tos  used so  care less ly  in  the  pas t  and to  compensate  the
s i c k  a n d  b e r e a v e d ?  C e r t a i n l y ,  f h o s e  w h o  s e e k  S P A I D T s  h e 1 p ,  w h e L h e r
they  are  i11 ,  bereaved or  sudden ly  made aware  tha l  they  are  exposed
t o  d a m a g e d  a s b e s t o s ,  i m p r e s s  u s  w i f h  t h e i r  f o r t i t u d e  a n d  s e l f  c o n t r o l .

The Sunday T imes quotes  the  Commerc ia ]  Un ionrs  es t imate  tha t  the
t o t a l  b i l l  f a e i n g  a l l  i n s u r e r s  c o u l d  a m o u n l  t o  1 5 0  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s '
Th is  w i l l  be  fo r  compensat ion  fo r  death  and d isease.  Survey lng
bu i ld ings  fo r  asbes tos  and mak ing  sa fe  o r  re rnov ing  and d ispos ing
s a f e l y  o f  t h e  m i l l i o n s  o f  t o n s  o f  a s b e s f o s  a l r e a d y  i m p o r t e d  i n t o
t h e  U . K .  w i l l  a l s o  c o s b  m i l l i o n s  o f  p o u n d s .  A b o u t  2 , 0 2 5 , 8 2 9  t o n s
w e r e  i m p o r t e d  i n f o  t n e  U . K .  b e t w e e n  1 9 6 8  a n d  1 9 8 4 .

The ar t i c le  may tempt  government , ,  loca l  au thor i t ies ,  land lo rds  and
employers  to  mi -n imise  the  r i sks  o f  asbes fos  and re fuse  to  make
damaged asbes tos  sa fe .  f f  so  they  w i l l  cause more  asbes tos  deaths
which  w i l l  inev i tab ly  requ i - re  i -ncreased expend i tu re  on  t rea tment ,
benef i t  to  rep lace  earn ings  los t  because o f  i l l ness ,  and compensa-
t ion ,  e i ther  by  the  .Deparbment  o f  Employment  o r  insurers .

The ar t i c le  nepor ts  tMore  than 400 Br i tons ,  ma in ly  asbes tos  indus t ry
w o r k e r s ,  d i e  o f  i l l n e s s e s  i n d u c e d  b y  a s b e s t o s  e a c h  y e a r . r  T h e
Hea l th  &  Safe ty  Execut ive  has  repor ted  more  than 4OO asbestos  deaths
for  each year  s ince  1975.  The number  inc reases  s teep ly  each year
a n d  f o r  1 9 8 3 ,  t h e  f i . g u r e  i s  6 4 5 1  f o r  1 9 7 6  L o  i 9 8 3  i n c l u s i v e ,  t h e
boba l  i s  4285 wh i le  the  Hea l t ,h  &  SafeLy  Execut ive  Mesothe l ioma
Regi -s te r  records  tha t  on ly  a  veny  smal1  propor t ion  o f  the  peop le
w h o  h a v e  d i e d  w e r e  r a s b e s t o s  i n d u s t r y  w o r k e r s . t

S P A I D ' s  r e c o r d s  c o n f i r m  t h l s .  M o r e  p e o p l e  a r e  k i 1 1 e d  b y  u s i n g  t h e
produc ts  o f  the  asbes tos  indus t ry  o r  by  chance unsuspected  exposure ,
than by  work ing  in  a  cont ro l led  fac to ry  env i ronment  such as  S in
Richard  has  s tud ied  fo r  many years .  S ta t i s t i cs  a re  a t tached.

S i r  R ichard  knows o f  these peop le  bu t  has  ignored them when prepar ing
h i s  r e p o r t  t A s b e s t o s :  E f f e c t s  o n  h e a l t h  o f  e x p o s u r e  t o  a s b e s t o s . '
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