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Dear Al,

Thanks for the copy of the Doll interview and for the Epstein and Eysenck

letters. Obviously, Eysenck thinks Doll is intellectually dishonest and

Epstein thinks that Doll is .just a puppet, if you pardon the pun.

My own view is that Doll has done some simple and limited work which has provided

a partial answer capable of satisfying the less curious. He clearly has been

rewarded for providing this "right" answer (things like the General Motors Prize

must be self-explanatory) and has been a calm and authoritative voice of reason

when it came generally to squashing occupational and environmental cancer

concerns. He is a skilled diplomat, always on automatic pilot, with an instinct

for knowing how to dissimilate and reassure. He has also been the tutor and

referee, directly or indirectly, for almost every epidemiological cancer

researcher in the UK.

His influence is immense and we have to hope that it has been consistently

benign; but one now has the feeling that the cancer research establishment in

this country has the function of saying that cancer is caused by smoking, or is

associated oniy with the vaguest risk factors which we can study, but hardly hope

to modify very much. We can 'change our diet; insulate our homes against

radon'; "avoid viruses by immunizing ourselves and our kids'; "practice safe sex'

etc etc. Serious cancer risks such as exposure to carcinogens in the

workplace; henzene in petrol; man-made carcinogens in water, food and air are

played down (they require industrial compliance and Government action) although

they might cause a truly vast number of cancers.

My directly personal beef with Doll is that he refuses to incorporate the study

of environmental benzene exposure in the Childhood Leulcaemia Study (of which he

is chair) on the grounds that he would not know how to do it. Yet henzene is the

only leukaemia-causing agent to which we are all exposed on a daily basis, albeit

to different extents. Benzene causes leukaemia in adults (for sure) and is

believed to be much more active in children. Yet Doll says, when challenged by

me and others, that these small levels of benzene cause no harm (the levels we

are discussing are similar to the proposed new US occupational exposure limits
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Dear A1 '

Thanks  fo r  the  copy  o f  the  Do l l  in te rv iew and fo r  the  Eps te in  and Eysenc i r

le t te rs .  obv i ,ous ly ,  Eysenck  th inks  Do l1  i s  in te l lec tua l l y  d ishonest  and

Epste in  th inks  tha t  Do l l  i s  . jus t  a  puppeL,  i f  you  pardon the  pun.

My own v iew is  t i ra t  DoI l  has  done some s inp le  and i in i ted  work  wh ich  has  prov ided

a par t ia l .  a l l swer  capab le  o f  sa t is fy ing  the  less  cur ious '  He c lear ly  i ras  been

rewar6e6 fo r  p rov id ing  th is  " r igh t ; ' " i " *u"  ( t i r ings  l i ke  the  Genera l  l v lo to rs  Pr i ' ze

must be sel f-explanat lry) and has been a calm and authori tat ive voice of reason

when i t  came general ly to squashing occupat ional and environmental  cancer

concerns .  He is  a  sk i l led  d ip lomat ,  a lways  on  au tomat ic  p i lo t '  w i th  an  ins t inc t

for knowing how to dissini late and reassure. He has also been the tutor and

re feree ,  d i rec t l y  o r  ind i rec t l y ,  fo r  a lnos t  every  ep idemio log ica l  cancer

researcher in the UK.

H's inf luence is innense and we have to hope that i t  has been consistent ly

benign; but one now has the feel ing that the cancer research establ ishnent in

this country has the funct ion of saying that cancer is caused by snoking'  .?" :=

associated only with the vaguest r isk factors which we can study'  but hardly hope

to modify .r .""  t , r" t ' , .  We cin "change our diet" l  " insulate our ' .homes against

rac lon , , ;  , ,avo id  v i ruses  by  immuniz ing  ourse fves  
" r - rd  

o t ' "  k ids" l  "p rac t ice  sa fe  sex"

e tc  e tc .  ser ious  cancer  r i sks  such as  exposure  to  carc inogens in  the

workp lace ;  benzene in  pe t ro l ;  man-na.c le  carc inoqens in  water '  food  and a i r "  a re

p layed do**n  { t l iey  requ i re  indus t r ia l  compl ia t rce  a t rd  Government  ac l ion i  a l t i roug i r

ihey  migh t  cause a  t ru ly  vas t  number  o f  cancers '

l r ly direct ly personal beef with Dol l  is that he refuses to incorporate the study

of environmental  benzene exposure in the chi ldhood Leukaemia study (of which he

is chair)  on the g;rounds that he would not know irow to do i t '  Yet benzene j 's the

on ly  leukaemia-caus ing  agent  to  wh ich  we are  a l l  exposed on  a  da i l y  bas is '  a lbe i t

to  d i f fe ren t  ex ten ts .  Benzene causes  leukaen ia  ln  adu l ts  ( fo r  sure)  and is

bel ieved to be much nore act ive in chi ldren. Yet Dol1 says, when chal lenged by

me and others, that these smal l  levels of benzene cause no harm (the levels we

are  d iscuss ing  are  s i .m i la r  to  the  proposed new us  oqcupat iona l  exposure  l im i ts
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adults) but is happy to look at another small exposure, passive smoking, and

that this kills people. The man is dangerous in his inconsistency. What I

ask is: Professor Doll, could you use the immense resources at your disposal to

find out whether exposing infants to occupational levels of benzene at the petrol

station kills them?! 'Sorry, Simon, wouldn't know where to start. But I'll do

you a little side-study on their huge risk through their parents' irresponsible

smoki ng'.

Richard Doll is over 80 and it is thus hard to know what is a grasp of present

day viewpoints and what are memories of people, events and attitudes 40 years

ago. But it is a little surprising that he does not remember my recent

contributions to the air pollution debate, given, for example, the fact that we

have corresponded, appeared on the same programmes and so on. My experience of

Doll, in this respect, makes me feel almost as strongly as Epstin. I do feel

that Doll has played down vehicular air pollution in particular. His stuff

about very heavy air oolluion possibly contributing a 10k excess risk in smokers

is nonsense of the first order. The studies he quotes do not exIst. His wors

has helped make sure they were never carried out.

Best of luck with the rest of

Yours sincerely, Th
Simon P. Wolff MA DPhil
Senior Lecturer, Toxicology
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adults) but is haPPY to look at

Zii, tn"r_this ki lr l  ??opr"...  11.:
another smal l  exposure, passive smoking, and

nan is  dangerous  in  h is  incons is tency .  Hhat  I
use the immense resources at your disposal to

t o  occupa t i ona l  l eve l s  o f  benzene  a t  t he  pe t ro l

w o u l d n ' t  k n o w  w h e r e  t o  s t a r t '  B u t  I ' 1 I  d o

r isk  t i r rough the i r  paren ts '  i t ' respons ib le

ur f ,  i . :  "Pro fessor  Do l l ,  cou ld  You

i ind ol- , t  whether exposing infants

J l r t io t - t  k i11s  Lhem?"  "Sor ry ,  S imon,

you a  l i t t le  s ide-s tudy  on  the i r  huge

smoki ng" .

Richard DoI l  is  over  80 and i t  is  thus hard to know what  is  a grasp of  present

day  v iewpo in t s  and  wha t  a re  memor ies  o f  peop le ,  eve t t t s  an {  a t t i t udes  40  yea rs

ago.  But  i t  is  a 1 i t t1e surpr i .s ing thal ,  he does not  remember my" recent

con t r i bu t i ons  t o  t he  a i r  po l l u t i on  Jeba te ,  g i ven ,  f o r  examp le ,  t he  f ac t  t i r a t  we

have corresponded,  appeared on the Same programmes and so ot r '  Nly  exper ience of

D o l l ,  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  m a k e s  m e  f e e l  a l m o s t  a s  s t r o n g l y  a :  E p s t - q i n '  I  d o  f e e i

i , ha t  Do I l  has  p layec l  dow t r  yeh i c t t l a r  a i r  po l l u t i on  i n  pa r t i cu la r - '  H i s  s tu i ' i

abo1 r t  ve ry  heavy  a i r  po l l u t i on  uoss ib l y  con t r i bu t i ng  a  10% excess  r i sk  i l r  sn tohe rs

i s  n o n s e n s e  o f  t h e  f i r s t .  o r d e r ' . The  s tu r i i es  he  quo tes  do  no t  ex i s t '  H i s  wo t ' l '

i ras hel .ped ma.ke sure t i rey were l . lever  carr ied out '

Res t  o f  l r r ck  w  i t h  t t r e  res i .  o f  i  t ' ,

Yo r t  r s  s  i t r ce re  lY  ,

i_

Simon P.  Wol f f  MA DPhi t
Sen ior  Lec turer ,  Tox ico logY
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