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INSTITUTIONEN FR YRKESMEDICN
OCII INDUSTRIELL EPGONOMI

DEPARTMENT OF OCCUPATIONAL
MEDICINE AND INDUSTFUAL ERGONOMICS

Professor Olav Axelson/Aj

January 22, 1986

Professor Sir Richard Doll
Imperial Cancer Research Fund
Cancer Epidemiology & Clinical Trials Unit
Gibson Building
Radcliff Infirmary
Oxford OX2 6HE UK

Dear Sir Richard,

Please find enclosed a department report containing rebuttals by

Dr. Hardell and myself regarding the final report of the Royal

Commission on the Use and Effects of Chemical Agents on Australian

Prrsonnel in Vietnam. I understand from a newspaper article in

Sydney Morning Herald of December 31, 1985, that you have been

anproached by the Commission and the newspaper report says, correctly

or not, that you praise Justice Evatt's review of the work by Dr.

Hardell.

I am afraid that you either have been misquoted or seriously deceived

(as I myself regarding participation in this questionable process)

by the Commission since the report is full of errors, misquotaticns

and in my view also conscious lies in order to discredit the Swedish

studies. I think it is a serious development for epidemiology if

lawyers should be those who evaluate epidemiology in the future,

especially after having manipulated with the data.

With my best regards,

,iOurs sinceil ,

Olav Axelson
-7
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Dear  S i r  R i cha rd ,

Piease f j .nc i  enclosed a department  repor t  conta in ing rebut ta ls  by

Dr .  Ha rde l t  and  myse l f  r ega rd ing  the  f i na l -  r epo r t  o f  t he  Roy 'a l

Commiss ion  on  the  Use  and  E f fec t s  o f  Chemica l  Agen ts  on  Aus t ra l i an

Pr l rSonne l  i n  V ie tnam.  I  unde rs tand  f rom a  newspaper  a r t ' i c l e  i n

Sy r<Jn ty  l . l o rn ing  t l e r . r l d  o f  December  31 ,  1985 '  t ha t  you  have  been

approached by the cornmiss ion and the newspaPer repor t  sa)rs,  correct l ! '

o r  no t ,  t ha t  you  p ra i se  Jus t i ce  Eva t t ' s  r ev iew  o f  t he  wo rk  by  D r .

Ha r i c - I I  -

I  a rn  a f ra id  t ha t  you  e i t he r  have  been  m isquo ted  o r  se r i ous l y  dece i ved

(as  I  myse l f  r ega rc l i ng  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  t h i s  ques t i onab le  p rocess )

by  t he  Commiss ion  s ince  the  rePor t  i s  f u l 1  o f  e r ro rs ,  m isquo ta t i ons

o ra  i n  ny  v i ew  a l so  consc ious  l i es  i n  o rde r  t o  d i sc red i t  t he  Swed ish

s tud ies .  I  t h i nk  i t  i s  a  se r i ous  deve lopmen t  f o r  ep idemio logy  i f

Iau.yers should be those who evaluate epidemiology in  the future,

espec ia l l y  a f t e r  hav ing  man ipu la ted  w i th  t he  da ta .

I . t i th my best regards,

' 
,Your-s

/ / '/ \-.--'..
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Ol'av
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s ince ' {b ly ,
/ . t /
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Axelson
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