


The Club

Television cameras had been rolling as Mr Mellor spoke out, and the
incident seemed set to become a canse eélébre. Fidler maintained that it was
Israel’s primary duty to restore law and order, and that critical remarks
from British ministers were out of place. It was, said Fidler, important for
Anglo-Jewry 1o be united in its support for Israel. Another deputy,
Michael Goldhlat from Finchley, attacked Board members (presumably
Mrs Jacobs) who irresponsibly ‘undermined the elected government of
Israel from a safe distance’.

Colin Shindler pointed out that Mr Mellor had ar least provoked the
Board into discussing the situation in Israel. It appeared that the Board
was more interested in public relations than realities, and he opposed any
witch-hunts led by Michael Fidler. Shindler’s remarks were greeted with
only tepid applause. Mrs Hilary Curtis, a deputy from Oxford, supported
Shindler and argued that as Israel’s friends it was our duty 1o voice our
legitimate concerns. It was Wrong to use guns in response 10 stones.
Another deputy attacked Mrs Jacobs, saying that Greville Janner’s dictum
should be followed: ‘Criticize in private, support in public.” Other
deputies echoed this view. A Mr Lewin added a melodramatic touch: “All
our enemies have risen against us!” He defended the enlarged frontiers of
Israel as a halachic conception: “Give away Gaza and the West Bank, and
vou may as well give away Jerusalem!” This was greeted with a mixture of
applause and laughter. A Cockfosters deputy supported Mr Lewin and
compared the situation to Munich in 1938, though the nature of the
analogy was unclear. A Mr Feinbaum stated that the British press and
government didn’t back Israel — as though they were under some
obligation to do so. Consequently British Jews must stand behind the
Israeli government and stand up for themselves.

The respected solicitor Aubrey Rose added a new note when he
applauded Colin Shindler and Hilary Curtis for adhering to Jewish
values. Bur he also stressed the coneern for Jewish security, and agreed
that the British media were biased against Israel. As he was speaking I was
flicking through that day's edition of the Sunday Times, which printed
opposite its leader page a lengthy article by the Israeli ambassador, which
struck me as a curious way of expressing bias. Greville Janner told his
fellow deputies that they couldn’t duck the fact that forty unarmed people
had been killed by Israeli troops, nor that the camps, for whatever reasons,
are wretched places. *If we fail to express our concern about these matters,
we'll get no sympathy from those among whom we live. We have enough
enemies as itis, without going out of our way to make more. We must trv in
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