
THE SWEDISH GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATIVE COMMiSSION RECOMMENDS TUE
WIESENTHAL CENTRE ALLEGATIONS BE DISREGARDED.

The Latvian Central Council in Sweden (ZLCP) has received a

copy of a 43 page document compiled by a special investigative
commission as a result of allegations by the Wiesenthal Centre.

On 18 November 1986 the Simon Wiesenthal Centre handed a letter
to the Swedish embassy in Washington accusing 12 Baltic
residents of Sweden of war crimes. The letter, addressed to the
Prime Minister, also asks how many Nazi war criminals came to
Sweden after the Second World War.

On 20 November the Swedish government appointed an
investigative commission consisting of three lawyers, one each
from the Chancery, Ministry of Justice and Foreign Ministry. On
11 February 1987 the commission reported its findings to the
Swedish government.

The report firstly explains the commission's main task, to
establish Sweden's legal position vis a vis war crimes of the
Second World War. Describing its working method, the commission
said that it had read through the Wiesenthal Centre materials
as well as familiarized itself with other available documents.
The commission's report stresses that its work did not include
direct investigations. The report mentions that on 21 November
1986 the commission received a request from the Latvian Central
Council in Sweden to verify the credibility of the documents
accusing Baltic persons of war crimes. On 14 December the
commission received a communication from the Estonian
representation with several informative documents. On 12
January 1987 a note was received from the Baltic Committee
inviting the commission to examine the Wiesenthal Centre letter.

The first part of the report deals with the factual history of
the Baltic States, the Molotov--Ribbentrop Pact, the formal
union with the USSR, the 1941 deportations and the German
occupation. The report states that the number of Jews
exterminated in the Baltic States has not been precisely
determined and that it was not possible to establish the number
of local inhabitants that took part in German organized
exterminations or deportations. Balts had been forced to work
in Germany and conscripted into military units. It was
impossible to establish how much participation was motivated by
a pro--German and how much by an anti--Soviet stance. Similarly
one could not say where, apart from direct military service,
these units were involved in other activities. The report
describes the escape from the Baltic States to Sweden (25,000
Estonians, 4,000 Latvians and 300 Lithuanians). Mention is also
made of the fresh immmediate post-war deportations by the
Soviets. The report recalls the Swedish Justice Minister's
speech in 1944 on the war criminal question in which he pointed
out that Sweden had no wish to accept war criminals but

I
I
I

THE SWEDISH GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATIVE COMMISSION RECOMMENDS THE
WIESENTHAL CENTRE ATTEGATIONS BE DISRFJGARDED.

The  La t v i an  Cen t ra l  Counc i l  i n  Sweden  (ZLCP)  has  rece i ved  a
copy  o f  a  43  page  documen t  comp i l ed  by  a  spec ia l  i nves t . i ga t i ve
commiss ion  as  a  resu l t  o f  a l l ega t i ons  by  t he  W iesen tha l  Cen t re .

On  IB  November  I 985  t he  S imon  W iesen tha l  Cen t . r e  handed  a  l e t t . e r
t o  t he  Swec l i sh  embassy  i n  Wash ing ton  accus ing  LZ  Ba I t i c
res i den t s  o f  Sweden  o f  wa r  c r imes .  The  l e t t , e r ,  add ressed  t o  t , he
Pr ime  M in i s t e r .  a l so  askS  how  many  Naz i  h ra r  c r im ina l s  came  to
Sweden  a f t e r  t he  Second  Wor Id  War .

On  20  November  t he  Swed i sh  gove rnnen t  appo in ted  an
inves t i ga t i ve  commiss ion  cons i s t i ng  o f  t h ree  l awye rs ,  one  each
f rom the  Chance ry ,  M in i s t r y  o f  Jus t . i ce  and  Fo re ign  M in i s t r y .  On
1 I  Feb rua ry  I 987  t he  commiss ion  repo r t , ed  i t s  f i nd i ngs  t , o  t he
Swed i sh  gove rnmen t .

The  repo r t  f i r s t l y  exp la i ns  t he  commiss ion ' s  ma in  t ask .  t o
es tab l i sh  Sweden ' s  l ega I  pos i t i on  v i s  a  v i s  $ /a r  c r imes  o f  t he
Second  Wor l d  War ,  Desc r i b i ng  i t s  wo rk i ng  ne thod ,  t he  commiss ion
sa id  t ha t  i t  had  read  t , h rough  t , he  W iesen tha l  Cen t re  ma te r i a l s
as  we l l  as  f am i l i a r i zed  i t se l f  w i t h  o the r  ava i l ab le  documen ts .
The  commiss ion ' s  r epo r t  s t r esses  t ha t  i t s  wo rk  d i d  no t  i nc l ude
d i rec t  i nves t i ga t i ons .  The  repo r t  nen t i ons  t ha t  on  2L  November
1986  t he  commiss ion  rece i ved  a  regues t  f r om the  La t . v i an  Cen t ra l
Counc i l  i n  Sweden  t o  ve r i f y  t he  c red ib i l i t y  o f  t , he  documen ts
accus ing  Ba l t i c  pe rsons  o f  h ra r  c r imes .  On  I 4  December  t he
commiss ion  rece i ved  a  commun ica t , i on  f r om the  Es ton ian
rep resen ta t i on  w i t h  seve ra f  i n f o rma t i ve  documen ts .  On  Lz
Janua ry  I 987  a  no te  h tas  rece i ved  f r om the  Ba l t i c  Comn i t t ee
inv i t i ng  t he  commiss ion  t o  exam ine  t he  W iesen tha l  Cen t re  l e t t e r .

The  f i r s t  pa r t  o f  t , he  repo r t .  dea l s  w i t h  t he  f ac tua l  h i s t o r y  o f
Lhe  Ba l t i c  S ta tes ,  t he  Mo lo tov -R ibben t rop  Pac t , ,  t he  f o rma l
un ion  w i t n  t he  USSR,  t he  l 94 I  depo r ta t , i ons  and  t . he  Ge rman
occupa t i on .  The  repo r  I  s t a tes  t ha t  t he  number  o f  Jews
ex te rm ina ted  i n  t he  Ba l t i c  s t a tes  has  no t  been  p rec i se l y
de te rm ined  and  t ha t ,  i t  was  no t  poss ib l e  t o  es tab l i sh  t he  number
o f  l oca l  i nhab i t an t s  t ha t  t ook  pa r t  i n  Ge rman  o rgan i zed
ex te rn i na t i ons  o r  depo r ta t i ons .  Ba l t s  had  been  f o r ced  t o  wo rk
i n  Ge rmany  and  consc r i p t , ed  i n to  m i l i t a r y  un i t . s .  I t ,  was
inposs ib l e  t o  es tab l i sh  how  much  pa r t i c i pa t i on  was  mo t i va t . ed  by
a  p ro -Ge rman  and  how  much  by  an  an t , i - sov ie t  s l - ance .  s im i l a r l y
one  cou rd  no t  say  whe re .  apa r t  f r om d i r ec t  m i r i t a r y  se rv i ce ,
t hese  un i t s  we re  i nvo l ved  i n  o the r  ac t i v i t i e s .  The  repo r t
desc r i bes  t he  escape  f  r om the  Ba l  t i c  s t , a t , es  t o  sweden  (  z5  ,  ooo
F i s ton ians ,  4 ,  Oo0  LaLv ians  and  3OO t , i t huan ians )  .  Men t i on  i s  a l so
made  o f  t he  f r esh  imnmed ia te  pos t -wa r  depo r ta t i ons  by  t he
Sov ie t . s .  The  repo r t  r eca l l s  t he  Swed i sh  Jus t i ce  M in i s t e r ' s
speech  i n  1944  on  t , he  l r r a r  c r im ina ]  ques t i on  i n  wh i ch  he  po in tec l
ou t  t ha t  sweden  had  no  w i sh  t o  accep t  r , r a r  c r im ina l s  bu t
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The next and longest section (16 pages) of the report looks at

the legal aspects of the question. It cites articles of Swedish

law, the United Nations Convention of 1948 on the question of

genocide, the 1949 Geneva Convention and the Council of Europe

recommendations of 1965 and 1974. However the greatest part is

taken up by Swedish legislation on the limitations of criminal

liability after a certain time (25 years).

The next section examines the Wiesenthal Centre allegations.

Eleven of the accused (names are not mentioned) had been

questioned on their arrival and had later become Swedish

citizens. The twelfth (an Estonian) had arrived from Germany.

Of these 12, 8 had died. Of the remaining 4, one was over 90.

two were almost 80 and one was 70.

The Wiesenthal Centre has based its allegations on 4 publica-

tions, three of which were published in the Soviet Union in the

early 60's, namely:
Haul Kruus, "People be watchful". Tallinn, 1962.
"Kas ir Daugavas Vanagi?" (Who are the Daugava Hawks?)
'Politiskie Begli bez Maskas". (Political Refugees Unmasked).

Six of the twelve accused are named in the Latvian language

publications.The commission familiarized itself with the

testimonies of Imants Lesinskis in which he tells of his KGB

work and editorship of propaganda publications in order to

compromise Latvians living in the West. In his testimony

Lesinskis has denied that either of the publications mentioned
could be regarded as objective material.

The fourth source "The Yad Vashem Archives, Kr ratvia, Wiener
Library Archives" was published in Israel and has no connection

with the Wiesenthal Centre in Vienna. The Swedish embassy

official who questioned the "Yad Vashem" archive reprentative

in Israel found that the facts mentioned in the Wiesenthal

allegations were inconsistent with the truth. Also the

testimonies in the allegations were inadmissible. They do not

name any Baltic citizens as war criminals and neither do they

address any significant questions in the given context.

The next section deals with the Wiesenthal Centre

representations to other governments. It notes that a similar
commission in Great Britain has yet to come to a conclusion,

that the "Commission of Inquiry on War Criminals" in Canada has

presented its final draft to the government on 30 December

1986, that in Australia, the so called "Menzies Commission" has
been given more far reaching tasks. This is not just an inquiry

into the Wiesenthal Centre allegations but a wider

parliamentary investigative commission. The Swedish commission

/ did wish to adopt a humanitarian approach and to refrain from

any action in a repatriation case that might result in

execution. At the end of the historical review, mention is made.

almost in passing, of the repatriation of members of the German

army to the Soviet Union, among them 146 Baltic citizens.
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d id  w i sh  t o  adop t  a  human i t a r i an  aPp roach  and  t o  r e f r a i n  f r on

anyac t i on in -a repa t r i a t i oncase tha tn i gh t resu l t i n
execu t i on .  A t  t he  end  o f  t he  h i s t o r i ca l  r ev i ew ,  men t i on  i s  nade '

a lmos t  i n  pass ing ,  o f  t he  rePa t r i a t i on  , o f  nembers  o f  t he  Ge rman

a rmy  t o  1he  Sov i J t  Un ion .  amo-ng  t hem 146  Ba l t i c  c i t i zens  '

The  nex t  and  l onges t  sec t i on  (16  pages )  o f  t he  repo r t  l ooks  a t

t he  I ega I  aspec t s  o f  t he  ques t i on '  I t  c i t es  a r t i c l es  o f  swe t l i sh

1ah r .  t he  un i t ec l  Na t i ons  conven t i on  o f  1948  on  t he  ques t i on  o f

genoc ide ,  t he  1949  Geneva  cOnven t i on  and  t he  counc i l  o f  Eu rope

reconmenc la t i ons  o f  1965  anq  Lg74 .  However  the  g rea tes t '  pa r !  i s

t aken  up  by  iwea l s f r  l eg i s l a t i on  on  t he  l im i t a t i ons  o f  c r i n i na l

f i au i r i i y  J f t e r  a  ce r t a i n  t ime  (25  yea rs ) '

The  nex t  sec t i on  exam ines  t ' he  W iesen tha l  Cen t re  a l l ega t i ons  '

E l even  o f  t he  accused  (names  a re  no t  men t i oned )  had  been

ques t i oned  on -  t ne i r  a r r i va t  and  had  I a te r  becone  Swed i sh

c i t i zens .  The  twe l f t h  ( an  Es ton ian )  had  a r r i ved  f r om Germany '

o f  t hese  L2 ,  I  had  d i e t l .  o f  t he  rema in i ng  4 ,  one  h tas  ove r  90 ,

two  were  a lnos t  BO anc l  one  h ras  70 '

The  w iesen tha l  cen t re  has  based  i t s  a l l ega t i ons  on  4  pub l i gu -

t i ons ,  t h ree  o f  wh i ch  h l e re  pub l i shea l  i n  t he  sov ieL  Un ion  i n  t he

ea r lY  6O ' s .  name lY :
1 .  Rau I  K ruus .  "P lop le  be  wa tch fu l " '  Ta I l i nn '  L962 '

? , .  , ,Kas  i r  oaugavas  Vanag i? . '  (Who  a re  the  Daugava  Hawks?)

3 :  " p ; i i t i s k i e  Beg l i  bez  Maskas " .  (Po f i t i ca l  Re fugees  Unmasked ) '

s i x  o f  t he  t ! l , e I ve  accused  a re  named  i n  t he  La t ' v i an  l anguage

pub l i ca t i ons . i r t *  commiss ion  f am i l i a r i zed  i t se l f  w i t h  t he

tes t i non ies  o f  Iman ts  t es i ns l< i s  i n  wh i ch  he  t e l 1s  o f  h i s  KGB

work  and  ed i t o r sh ip  o f  p ropaganda  pub l i ca t i ons  i n  o rde r  t o

conp ron i se  i a t v i an i  f i v i ng  
-  

i ;  t he  Wes t .  I n  h i s  t es t imony

Les insk i s  has  den iec l  t ha t .  * i t ne r  o f  t . he  pub l i ca t i ons  men t i onec l

cou ld  be  rega rded  as  ob jec t i ve  ma te r i a l  '

The  f  ou r t h  sou rce  "The  Yad  Vashem A rch i ves  '  K r  La t ' v i a  '  w iene r

i iU ru rV  A rch i ves , ,  \ a ras  pub l i shed  i n  I s rae l  and  has  no  connec t i on

; i ; ;  i r r "  w iesen tha r  cen t re  i n  V ienna .  The  swed i sh  embassy

o f f i c i a l  who  ques t i one i l  t he  "Yad  Vashem ' r  a r ch i ve  rep ren ta t i ve

i n  I s rae l  r ouna  t ha t  t he  f ac t s  men t i oned  i n  t he  w iesen tha l

i i f uq " t i ons  we re  i ncons i s ten t  w i t h  t he  t r uLh '  A l so  t he

tes t lmon ies  i n  t he  a l l ega t i ons  h te re  i nadm iss ib l e '  They  do  no t

name  any  Ba l t i c  c i t i zens  as  wa r  c r im ina l s  and  ne i t he r  do  t hey

add ress  any  s i gn i f i can t .  gues t i ons  i n  t he  g i ven  con tex t .

The  nex t  sec t i on  c l ea l s  w i t h  t he  w iesen tha l  cen t re

i " p r " " " " t a t i ons  t o  o t . he r  gove rnnen ts .  I t  no tes  t ha t  a  s im i l a r

" " * * i s s i on  
i n - -e rea t  B r i t a i n  has  ye t  t o  come  to  a  conc lus i on '

t ha t  t , he  , ,Commiss ion  o f  I nqu i r y  on  War  C r im ina l s  "  i n  Canada  has

p iu " "n fuA  i t s  f i na l  d ra f t  t o  t he  gove rnmen t  on  3O  December

; t g ; .  t ha t  i n  Aus t , r a I i a .  t he  so  ca l l ec l  "Menz ies  Commiss ion "  has

been  g i ven  more  f a r  r each ing  t asks .  Th i s  i s  no t  j us t  an  i nqu i r y

i n t , o  t he  w iesen tha l  cen t re  a l l ega t i ons  bg t  a  w ide r

pa r l i amen ta ry  i nves t i ga t i ve  commiss ion .  The  Swe i l i sh  commiss ion
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notes that the Australian commission recommends that the
government address itself to persons against whom guilt could
be proven in war crimes. The Simon Wiesenthal Centre in
Australia has listed 17 persons. Lastly the Swedish commission
notes the Wiesenthal representations to Venezuela and Brazil.

The Swedish report ends by acknowledging that the alleged
actions by these persons are proscribed. The commission. is of
the opinion that Swedents laws do not permit a fresh
investigation. The commission also expresses the view that it
would be impossible to obtain legally acceptable proof. It
stresses that not only have the Wiesenthal materials been open
to exposure for over 20 years but also that they are very
widely disputed and regarded as propaganda published with the
assistance of the KGB

As for the demand by the Wiesenthal Centre to clarify how many
Nazi war criminals came to Sweden after the Second World War,
the commissions view on this investigation is based on the same
arguments as the allegations against the above mentioned 12
persons.

The commission recommends that the government disregards the
allegations by the Wiesenthal Centre.

Translated from the Latvian by Andris Mellakauls.
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no tes  t . ha t  t he  Aus t ra l i an  commiss ion  recommends  t ha t  t he
gove rnmen t  add ress  i t se l f  t o  pe rsons  aga ins t  whom gu i l t  cou l c l
be  p roven  i n  wa r  c r imes ,  The  S i rnon  W iesen tha l  Cen t re  i n
Aus t ra l i a  has  l i s t ed  L7  pe rsons .  Las t I y  t he  Swed i sh  commiss ion
no tes  t he  W iesen tha l  r ep resen ta t i ons  t , o  Venezue la  and  B raz i l .

The  Swed i sh  repo r t  ends  by  acknow ledg ing  t ha t  t , he  a l l egec l
ac t i ons  by  t hese  pe rsons  a re  p rosc r i bed .  The  commiss ion .  i s  o f
t he  op in i on  t ha t  Sweden ' s  l aws  do  no t  pe rm i t  a  f r esh
inves t , i ga t i on .  The  commiss ion  a l so  exp resses  t he  v i ew  tha t  i t
wou ld  be  i nposs ib l e  t o  ob ta i n  l ega l l y  accep tab le  p roo f .  I t
s t r esses  t ha t  no t  on l y  have  Lhe  W iesen tha l  ma te r i a l s  been  open
to  exposu re  f o r  ove r  20  yea rs  bu t  a l so  t ha t  t hey  a re  ve ry
w i c l e l y  d i spu ted  and  rega rded  as  p ropaganda  pub l i shed  w i t n  t he
ass i s tance  o f  t he  KGB.

As  f o r  t he  demand  by  t he  W iesen t , ha l  Cen t , r e  t o  c l a r i f y  how  many
Naz i  t Ja r  c r im ina l s  came  to  Sweden  a f t e r  t he  Second  Wor l d  War .
t he  commiss ions  v i ew  on  t h i s  i nves t , i ga t i on  i s  basec l  on  t he  same
argunen ts  as  t he  a l l ega t i ons  aga ins t  t he  above  men t i oned  L2
pe rsons ,

The  commiss ion  recommends  t ha t  t he
a l l ega t i ons  by  t he  W iesen tha l  Cen t re

gove rnmen t d i s rega rds  t he

T rans la ted  f r on  t he  La t v i an  by  And r i s  Me l l akau l s

t ( i  , t  s i
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